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ror Christ an Righteousness 


Houghton offers keen, alert students the highest advantages of a Liberal Arts education in a 
distinctively sound Christian environment, to equip them for the challenge of life’s responsibility 
and service. In recent years, more than one-third of Houghton’s graduates have entered full time 
Christian service. Approximately another one-third have entered the various fields of teaching. 
Houghton’s high standards meet all requirements in preparation for graduate work in the leading 
Universities. 
LIBERAL ARTS e@ SCIENCE @ MUSIC e@ RELIGIOUS EDUCATION e FINE ARTS e RADIO 
Scholastically, Houghton College rates high being fully accredited by the MIDDLE STATES ASSO- 
CIATION OF COLLEGES and SECONDARY SCHOOLS, by the BOARD OF REGENTS OF NEW YORK 
STATE and the NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF THE SCHOOLS OF MUSIC. Its pre-medical work is 
approved by the AMERICAN ASSOCIATION OF MEDICAL SCHOOLS. 


HOUGHTON, N. Y. 


TEPHEN W. PAINE. PuH.D., Presiden g 
STEP Pu.D., esident Preparatory School (Grades 8 to 12) on Campus 


Building for the future-HOUGHTON’S NEW MEMORIAL 





CHAPEL-AUDITORIUM 


In keeping with Houghton’s progressive planning, the new CHAPEL- 
AUDITORIUM, seating over 1200, is the 5th major building in our 
development program. Subscriber inquiries to assist one of America’s 
great colleges are invited. 

FOR COMPLETE INFORMATION & CATALOG WRITE TO: Office of the Registrar, Houghton College, Houghton, N. Y., Dept. F. 
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AFRODITI TSERVELI was sitting outside her home, 
holding in her arms her little girl, Chrysoula, and talking to 
her older daughter, Frederiki. At first there was a slight tre- 
mor of the earth and the electric current was cut off. Seconds 
later the whole landscape was violently shaken and deafening 
sounds came from the depths of the earth. All three sitting 
outside that little home were killed as the wall tumbled over 
on them. 


What had d? Volos, the fourth largest and one 
of the most beautiful industrial centers of Greece, was no 
more. Before the eyes of the stricken people their homes and 
all they possessed were reduced to a mass of rubble. Clouds 
of dust spread over the whole city. Terror and panic gripped 
their hearts. The least noise sent the people running up and 
down shouting for heaven’s mercy. One shock followed 
another. 


Fortunately that initial tremor had warned the people 
that something big was in the making, and most of them had 
managed to get out in the open. For that reason only 12 were 
killed and 60 injured. But of the 13,000 homes of the area, 
95% are uninhabitable. Everybody wanted to leave, but 
where could 110,000 people go? In a few minutes they had 
been left homeless, their factories and fields destroyed, no shel- 
ter but the fields, away from the danger of falling rocks and 
tumbling ruins. Now many of the population are living in 
tents—even the pntionts from the Central Public Hospital, 
which was completely destroyed. Whole families try to keep 
warm under one little blanket. Our orphanage Director rushed 
from Katerini seven large tents which we use in the summer 
for our Macedonian Youth Camp. Some of the 25 families of 
our brethren are sheltered in these. Twenty of the younger 
evangelical children were immediately taken to our Orphanage 
in Katerini. Some of the believers also who lost all have been 
given shelter in our newly erected Bible Institute building 
in Katerini, just 40 miles north of the scene of this great 
calamity. 


Eyewitnesses tell of frantic people going from place to 
place looking for relatives and friends, shouting names in the 
hope of hearing a response from under the ruins. After the 
earthquakes came torrential rains, bringing human suffering 
beyond description to this crowd of frightened men, women 
and children. There they must lie, out in the open, horror- 
stricken, red-eyed from sleeplessness, waiting in agony for 
the elements to calm down. In deep anquish of heart they 
built fires from the splintered debris of their own homes. 


An old father, almost out of his mind, keeps hugging 
his injured son. He has nothing else in the world to live for. 
His house collapsed, but that is nothing if only God will spare 
his son. 


A mother is hysterical—laughing, shouting, crying. She 
lost her mind along with her all as her only daughter was 
buried in the ruins of her home. 


Some of the villages are in pitiable plight. In Drakia 
100 inhabitants are in the open under tragic conditions. In 
Ano Lehonia the water supply has been cut off. In St. Vlasios 
all the houses were destroyed and 1,050 inhabitants left to the 
mercy of the elements, with only four tents to shelter them. 
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A grief-stricken woman whose mother and child were killed in the 
earth shock is aided by a ‘neighbor and a Greek marine at Volos. 


In Syki large rocks fell long distances down the mountainsides, 
destroying fruit and olive trees on their way. Out of 1,500 
homes 1, were demolished, leaving 1,800 homeless. The 
bakeries were destroyed and the people left without bread, 


The American Mission to Greeks immediately diverted 
136,192 lbs. of foodstuffs worth $31,791.00 which were sent for 
its a relief program to this area. We also sent $1,000.00 
in , 12,000 lbs. of clothing and drugs worth $6,500.00. This 
is very little compared to the tremendous need. We must 
show our Christian compassion for these people. We must 
help them to be sheltered and fed, and must give them the 
one message that will lift them out of despair. Here is how 
you can help. We want to distribute among these people 
25,000 Greek New Testaments, which we can get at five for 
a dollar. This is the hour to give these affli people God's 
Word. You remember what Paul said, “Having received the 
Word in much affliction” « Thess. 1:6). He said it of the 
Greeks of old. Will it be said again as a result of our faithful- 
ness in reaching them with the Gospel? 


We also have an opportunty to buy 7,000 new 
heavy all-wool blankets at only $3.00 each. Good 
used clothing is urgently needed, especially for men. 
This can be sent to us at 265 West 79th Street, New 
York 24, New York. 


Even more desperately needed are cash con- 
tributions to relieve these people in their destitute 
condition and to provide them with the Word of 
God. You may designate your gift for Relief or 
Scriptures or both. 


Please send all letters to Rev. Spiros Zodhiates, 
AMERICAN MISSION TO GREEKS, INC., P.O. 
Box 423, New York 36, N. Y. (Please note that this 
address differs from that given for shipment of used 
clothing.) (In Canada: 90 Duplex Ave., Toronto 7, 
Ont. Please send no clothing from Canada.) , 
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A LETTER 


TO OUR 


READERS 





Dear Reader: 


Some experts have said that sum- 
mertime is reading time. It seems 
that more people read books during 
the so-called lazy summer months 
than at other times of the year. Per- 
haps this is true of you. In any 
event, I'm sure that from time to 
time you do read books. Can I make 
a suggestion? Why not get your 
books from Eternity Book Service? 
In all probability it will save you 
trouble and not take any longer 
than (if you are like me) that 
much-put-off visit to the book store. 

Eternity Book Service will be 
glad to purchase for you any book 
in print and will arrange for ship- 
ment directly from the publisher 
within a few days time. The cost to 
you is the same as if you bought 
the book at any book store but 
there are two definite advantages: 
1) You don’t run the risk of hav- 
ing to shop in several stores before 
finding the book. And 2) The nor- 
mal bookstore profit goes into mak- 
ing ETERNITY a better magazine for 
your future reading profit and 
pleasure. 


So don’t forget, try Eternity Book 
Service next time you're in the mar- 


ket for a good book. 


And while we're on the subject 
of books, I want to say a few words 
about the Editor’s books. For a man 
who has been so prolific over the 
years in his writings for this pub- 
lication, Dr. Barnhouse has very 
few books in print. Perhaps you 
have wondered why this is. There 
are several reasons. The one which 
you can easily guess is that he is a 
busy man. True. The second is that 
he is unusually careful about the 
work which he puts into book form. 


I know that some of our readers 
will be glad to know that among 
those books to be brought out 
“eventually” are “Bible ABCs,” 
“Meditations in Genesis,” “God's 
Last Word,” and “The Invisible 


War” which is currently being pub- 
lished month by month for the first 
time in ETERNITY. 


The best known of Dr. Barn- 
house's published books is “Teach- 
ing the Word of Truth” (see our 
column, ETERNITY, July, 1954). 
This is certainly a must for anyone 
who is teaching the Bible—whether 
to children or adults. “God’s Meth- 
ods for Holy Living” contains two 
series of messages, first delivered at 
England’s famed Keswick Conven- 
tion, on practical Christian living. 
Three books on Romans are already 
available: Man’s Ruin, God's Wrath, 
and God’s Remedy. Perhaps I should 
also mention a small paper bound 
booklet which has already sold 
many thousands of copies but-never 
found its way into a hard-bound 
book. It is “Emotions, Nerves, and 





Christianity” and as its title sug- 
gests, it deals with the Christian an- 
swer to the tensions of the day in 
which we live. There aren’t many; 
so few in fact that you should have 
them all in your library. Each one 
is not only worth reading but worth 
keeping for reference and to loan to 
friends. 





Eternity is published by the Evangelical Foundation, Inc., a non-profit 
corporation; Paul A. Hopkins, executive secretary 


Entered as second-class matter at the special rate of mailing at the Post Office at Philadelphia, Pa. 








Is It Revival 


by Howard W. Oursler 


Are we experiencing a spiritual revival 
in America? Church services are better 
attended. Church giving is up. Even out- 
side the church one is confronted by 
such facts as: religious books leading 
best-seller lists, popular songs emphasiz- 
ing religious themes, radio stations paus- 
ing to recommend attendance at church 
or synagogue, movie-makers producing 
great religious extravaganzas, politicians 
attending prayer breakfasts, people talk- 
ing freely about the place of faith in 
their lives. 


All this is good, but one misses some- 
thing very important that has character- 
ized every other spiritual awakening. 
There is no real evidence of repentance 
or contrition. There is no real difference 
in the character of the lives of those who 
have become “religious.” With the in- 
creased attendance at church services, 
there has been no increase in attendance 
at the prayer metings, nor at the Sunday 
evening services where it has still been 
possible to maintain them. 


The present emphasis, moreover, is 
upon the subjective benefits of religion. 
It is upon what religion does for me, 
rather than upon my personal responsi- 
bility to the Lord God of heaven and 
earth. How many have embraced religion 
because it is psychologically therapeutic, 
or because it offers an opportunity for 
self-expression, or because it brings peace 
of mind. 


Is it possible that we are using God 
simply as a means for human ends? 
Every other time of spiritual awakening, 
men have gotten a glimpse of the holy, 
righteous God whom we have offended 
by our sin and rebellion, and from 
whom we deserve nothing but eternal 
banishment from His presence. Then 
men have seen that this holy, righteous 
God is also a loving, gracious God who 
gave. His Son to die as “the Lamb of 
God that taketh away the sin of the 
world.” There have been subjective con- 
sequences of a personal acceptance of 
Christ as Savior, such as the peace and 
joy of forgiveness, and the possession of 
a new life through being born again, 
but these are the inevitable results. 
There has been no using of God as a 
means of securing selfish ends. 


This is not to suggest that there is 
any lack of sincerity on the part of those 
who are currently caught up in the 
religious trend. This is only to say that 
we have a long way to go to catch up 
to New Testament Christianity. 
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*FAMILY NEEDS* 





A Presbyterian church in Indiana is in 


need of a director of religious education- 


with a conservative background and train- 
ing. Will consider a qualified man or 
woman. Residence included. Address in- 
quiries to Box A, ETernity, 1716 Spruce 
Street, Philadelphia 3, Pa. 


The Wayside Chapel in San Pablo, Calif., 
is in need of a portable folding organ like 
a “Billhorn” for their prison meetings and 
street meetings. A used one might be do- 
nated, or the Chapel would be willing to 
pay a reasonable price for one. Communi- 
cate with Rev. Douglas ‘W. Noble, 1230 
Marin Ave., San Pablo 10, Calif. 


Wanted: Back issues of ETernity. The 
Seamen’s Mission is interested in the distri- 
bution of Christian literature on American 
and foreign ships. Readers interested in this 
ministry may send back issues to Rev. J 
Wristers, Seamen’s Mission, 731 Fillmore 
Ave., New Orleans, La. 

> * * 


A pastor with a number of years of ex- 
perience in a Hungarian church is interest- 
ed in a pastorate in the East. For further 
information and references write to Box B, 
ETERNITY, 1716 Spruce St., Philadelphia 3, 
Pa. 

* * * 

The Rev. Walter Corlett of the Carey 
Baptist Church in Calcutta, India, is going 
to be in the United States from September 
1 to November 30. This is the famous Bap- 
tist church of Adonirom Judson, and Mr. 
Corlett has an excellent work there. Anyone 
wishing to have him for a preaching or 
teaching. ministry may write to Frank C. 
Phillips, World Vision, Inc., 258 S. W. Alder 
Street, Portland 4, Ore. 








SPEAKING ENGAGEMENTS 











DR. WILLIAM A. MIEROP 


July 3-10, Ocean City Bible Conference, Ocean 
City, N. J.; July 13, Calvary Baptist Church, 
New York, N. Y.; July 17, St. Paul’s Evangelical 
Lutheran Church, Camden, N. J.; July 18-24, 
North Mountain Bible Conference, Wilkes- 
Barre, Pa.; July 31, Green Pond Community 
Church, Green Pond, N. J. 


ROBERT R. FRITSCH 
July 17, 24, 31, Trinity Lutheran Church, 
Palmerton, Pa. 


RALPH L. KEIPER 


July 18, 19, Saddle Bag Lake Bible Conference, 
Worcester, N. Y. 





Dr. Barnhouse’s New York Bible 
Class in St. Luke’s Lutheran Church, 
46th Street west of Eighth Avenue 
continues to meet on Monday eve- 
nings at 7:45 even during his absence. 














Summer Time An extend wie G 


like a car out of gas. 
is Best remedy is. to fill it 
with the right kind of 
clean fuel. 








Reading Time 











Books by Dr. Barnhouse 


Man’s Ruin—A diagnosis of man’s problems and an 
explanation of his hopeless position apart from 
God. Based on Romans, Chapter 1. 


$3.00 301 pages 


God’s Wrath—An unmistakable warning of the judg- 
ment of God to come on unregenerate man. Based 
on Romans 2:1-3:20. 

$3.00 292 pages 


God’s Remedy—A clear explanation of the grace of 
God and the assurance which every believer should 
have. Romans 3:21-4:25. 


$4.00 397 pages 





An absorbing introduc- 
tion to unusual, hum- 
orous and startling 
customs of peoples all 
over the world. Filled 
with refreshing and 
factual _ illustrations. 
Equally entertaining 
and instructive to lay- 
men, missionaries and 
preachers alike. Helps 
us to see ourselves in 
our true light. 


306 pages — $4.00 


READ — 


Customs 
and 
Cultures 


By EUGENE A. NIDA 
Secretary for Translations 
American Bible Society. 


AND RELAX— 


The Person and Work of The Holy Spirit 
BY DR. RENE PACHE 


' 





Little is actually known by the average 
Christian concerning the power and pres- 
ence, the person and work of the Holy 
Spirit. An outstanding European Christian 
cuts clearly through the cobwebs of misun- 
derstandings about such matters as “Gifts 
of the Holy Spirit” and “Tongues and 
Healings”. 





223 pages — $3.00 


ETERNITY BOOK SERVICE Books will be 


1716 Spruce Street oF Oren 
Philadelphia 3, Pa. 
Enclosed is $.................0..... payment in full for 
BeBe copies of MAN’S RUIN .................. copies of GOD’S WRATH ($3.00 each); 


copies of GOD'S REMEDY—($4.00 each); 
copies of CUSTOMS and CULTURES—($4.00); 
copies of THE PERSON AND WORK OF THE HOLY SPIRIT—($2.50) 
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ANNOUNCING... 


INTERNATIONAL 
CONGRESS 
ON PROPHECY 


November 6-13, 1955 at the 
Calvary Baptist Church 


123 West 57th Street, New York City 


e To break the doubtful silence left by the 
Evanston assembly on such vital subjects 
as: 

The true meaning of the Kingdom of God 

The nature and sphere of the Kingship 
of Christ 

The validity of the promises made by 
God to Israel 

e To clear the air with reference to: 

The Hope of the Church 

The imminency of Christ’s return 

The final destiny of the redeemed 

The doctrine of the Rapture 

The Great Tribulation 


25 renowned Christian Leaders 


will discuss these themes in the light of 
the revealed Word. 
COMMITTEE 


Dr. WILLIAM CULBERTSON 
Dr. V. RAYMOND EDMAN 
Dr. Frank E. GAEBELEIN 
Dr. ALBERT G. JOHNSON 
Dr. ALtvA J. McCLAIN 
Dr. J. PALMER MUNTZ 
Dr. Joun S. WIMBISH 


Write for full information: 

DR. A. B. MACHLIN 
AMERICAN ASSOCIATION FOR 
JEWISH EVANGELISM 
Dept. E Winona Lake, Indiana 





THE WINONA LAKE CONFERENCE 
ON PROPHECY AND THE JEWS 
1955 DATES, AUG. 29 — SEPT. 5 


is America’s unique annual institute for 
the study of the Prophetic Word in an 
atmosphere of natural beauty and spirit- 
ual renewal. Ministers and lay people from 
everywhere come to this end-of-season 
conference for -instruction and inspiration. 
Drs. William Culbertson, V. Raymond Ed- 
man, Alva J. McClain, Walter L. Wilson, 
Robert L. Powell, James McGinlay, Hyman 
J. Appelman, are among this year’s 
teachers and preachers. 
For information write to: 


AMERICAN ASSOCIATION FOR 
JEWISH EVANGELISM 
Dept. E, Winona Lake, Indiana 
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Unto Him that loved us, and washed us from our sins in 
His own blood, and hath made us to be a kingdom and to 
be priests unto God and His Father; to Him be glory and 
dominion for ever and ever. Amen. (Rev. 1:5,6) 
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~—PROCLALM LIBERTY! 





A MEDITATION ON THE STATE OF LIBERTY IN THE U. S. A. TODAY 





Our forefathers, perhaps 
providentially guided, enscribed these 
words on the Liberty Bell: 


“PROCLAIM LIBERTY 
THROUGHOUT ALL THE LAND 
UNTO ALL THE INHABITANTS 
THEREOF.” Leviticus 25:10 


took a friend of his, who was visiting Philadelphia, 

on a tour of its historic spots. They visited the Lib- 
erty Bell. Each of the visitors were impressed by the 
Biblical quotation inscribed on the bell, a quotation 
from Leviticus, the twenty-fifth chapter and the tenth 
verse: “Proclaim liberty throughout all the land unto 
the inhabitants thereof.” 

Later, I checked concerning the inscription, and dis- 
covered some interesting facts. Originally, the Liberty 
Bell had nothing whatsoever to do with the signing 
of the Declaration of Independence nor with the pro- 
clamation of liberty after the war was won. In 1751, 
Pennsylvania was to celebrate the fiftieth year of its 
existence, having received its charter in 1701. This was 
to be its year of Jubilee. It had been ordered by the 


Rew: the Executive Editor of ETERNITY magazine 


By Ralph L. Keiper 


government that a time should be set aside in 1751 to 
commemorate this great event. The superintendents 
of the State House were commissioned to order a 
great bell for the occasion. It was made in London 
and brought to this country. Out of gratitude to God 
for His goodness the inscription from the Pentateuch 
was placed on the Bell. No one then knew how true 
the inscription was to be and to what purpose the 
Bell was to be put apart from its original use. One 
might well surmise that God’s providential hand was 
in the affairs of men that day when the Bell was or- 
dered and the text selected. 


The Fruits of Freedom 

Liberty has been proclaimed throughout the land. 
As Americans we have lived from the fruits of freedom, 
too often taking them for granted: freedom of speech, 
freedom of worship, freedom of conscience, freedom of 
the press, and perhaps modern freedoms, freedom from . 
want and freedom from fear. In God’s good grace we 
have been blessed materially so that we are the richest 
nation on the face of the earth. In military prowess we 
are among the nations most powerful. Our industrial 
initiative has made us the world’s pocketbook—every- 
thing we touch turns to gold. We have been the haven 
for the refugee, the land of opportunity for the foreign 
oppressed, we have been the saviour of the down trod- 
den, having spilled the blood of thousands in two 
mammoth wars. Materially, financially, militarily, and 
personally, we are a great people. Are we spiritually? 

The use of a Scripture quotation on the Liberty Bell 
indicates something of the Protestant climate from 
which our concepts of liberty have emerged. It shows 
that our forefathers had no idea of making this a sec- 
ular state even though they may have revolted from 
the established church idea. They instinctively knew 
that liberty came from God—something this age has 
completely forgotten. We not only separate church and 
state, but we separate the state from Christianity and 
moral influence in a vain quest for a secularized liberty. 


(Continued on page 47) 
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THE ARK OF GOD 


God once struck a man dead who 
handled the Ark of God in the wrong 
way. Uzzah, who was commissioned by 
David to bring the Ark back from cap- 
tivity, should have known that the Ark 
was to be carried on the shoulders of 
men. Instead he put it upon a cart 
drawn by oxen, and when there was 
danger of its falling over put out his 
hand to steady it and died for his error. 

God is able to take care of His Ark 
and has told us how all of His affairs 
are to be carried on. Today there are 
many Christians who are fearful for 
God and who try to protect the Church 
and the Bible. They believe that the 
defense of God’s people and of God's 
Book has fallen into human hands— 
namely, their hands—and they are all 
flustered with the thought of their own 
-self-given responsibility. 

Take for example, the tendency in 
some mission fields to protect the Church 
of Jesus Christ by creating conditions 
for memberships that were never de- 
manded by God. 

If the Philippian jailer had been 
saved in some of the mission fields, he 
could never have been baptized that 
same night. He would have had to have 
gone to a probation class and waited 
through months of testing under the 
legalistic eye of some well-meaning mis- 
sionary who would have created proced- 
ures that would protect the Church 
against corruption. 

We have the same thing in the 
United States, where churches demand a 
maturity of Christian conduct of their 
members that is far beyond the position 
of spiritual babyhood through which 
every Christian passes. If God struck 
with death those who acted like Uzzah, 
there would be many ministers and off- 
cers of churches who would fall beneath 
the divine judgment. The situation is all 
the worse in the fact that the conditions 


for membership are different in various 
parts of the country according to differ- 
ent ideals. In the southern part of the 
United States there would be no hesita- 
tion whatsoever at receiving into mem- 
bership those who use tobacco. In some 
parts of the north, the member would 
be asked to sign a pledge that he did 
not and would not use tobacco. Churches 
in America with a German background 
think nothing of a membership that 
drinks beer. Churches with another back- 
ground would require members not to 
drink beer. 

This is not an editorial on tobacco or 
alcoholic beverages. This is an editorial 
on human beings in the church, putting 
up barriers to church membership which 
are not to be found in the Bible. If 
people are truly born again they should 
be in the church. The criterion must be 
personal commitment to the Lord Jesus 
Christ. No one has a right to set up 
standards for membership in any church 
other than the confession of personal 
faith in Jesus Christ as the Son of God 
and the Saviour. Where this standard is 
used, a great burden is put upon those 
who are advanced spiritually to teach the 
babes in Christ so that they may grow 
to spiritual maturity. 

Spiritual maturity 
through legalism. 

A layman of my acquaintance who, 
today, is a godly man, devoted to the 
Lord and His work, has grown and de- 
veloped into his spiritual maturity and 
activity as a member of the church. 
When he first joined, he would have 
been considered worldly and fleshly by 
almost any standards. But as he grew in 
Christ, he grew out of these other things. 
If someone had told him twenty-five 
years ago that he must sign a pledge to 
live as he is living at the present time, 
he would have turned away from the 
church and gone back into the world. 
Coming as a babe, however, he was led 
into maturity. This should be the meth- 
od of dealing with all babes. 


cannot come 


Let every failure drive you instantly to the Lord 





Take your stand against legalism. 
Take your stand against holding up the 
Ark of God. Allow the Holy Spirit 
whom God gave to direct the Church, 
to do His work of directing the Church. 
To have anything to do with the im- 
position of legalism on other Christians 
is a mark of high pride. 


EVERY CHRISTIAN A TEACHER 


One of the most important Protestant 
doctrines is that of the equality of all 
believers, whether ordained or unor- 
dained. In many churches deacons and 
elders are ordained as well as ministers 
and these men have as a definite re- 
quirement given by the Holy Spirit 
among their qualifications that they 
shall be “apt to teach” (1 Tim. 3:2). 
I have just received a letter from a lay- 
man whom I have known intimately for 
many years. His father first of all was 
led out into the deeper truths of the 
Word of God through our ministry in 
Philadelphia, and then the son and other 
members of the family came into this 
same deepening process very rapidly, the 
son in our regular New York Bible 
Class. As time went on the son’s job 
took him a thousand miles from New 
York, and he is there established in his 
profession carrying on a real witness for 
the Lord. 

The occasion for his letter was to re- 
turn a book I had loaned him and to tell 
me the general news of his family. The 
most important item was, that his pas- 
tor leaving for a five weeks’ absence, 
had committed the Sunday night serv- 
ices at the church to him. He said “that 
I am at all equipped to do so I attribute 
entirely to the teaching I received in 
your New York Bible Class during so 
many years, and to the methods of 
study which they initiated and encour- 
aged. I shall be everlastingly grateful.” 


The teacher, of course, is more than 
repaid by the fact that the teaching had 
a definite effect. The purpose of this 
letter is to stir up the minds of other lay- 
men to the necessity of following this 
same example. It is written in the epis- 
tle to the Hebrews, “Ye ought to be 
teachers” (Heb. 5:12). It does not make 


‘any difference who you are or what you 


are, you should be teaching the Word 
of God. If it is necessary for you to get 
two or three children from the_slums 
or go to a rescue mission to get practice, 
you should do it. God has given to every 
member of the Body of Christ some 
gift; and this gift, if not used, has a 
tendency to be atrophied. 

There is no doubt that a determina- 
tion to teach the Word of God and pass 
on the truths that have blessed the heart 
will be a costly one. It will mean that 
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the individual cuts down on the time he 
can read the newspaper, listen to tele- 
vision or radio, or pursue hobbies. Let 
the hobby be the Word of God. Let the 
pastime be preparing to teach. The 
blessing will follow in such a way that 
the individual will be eternally grate- 
ful to the Lord. 


PARABLE OF THE BEAR 

Many a truth is spoken in jest, and I 
laughed so much at James Thurber’s 
parable of “The Bear Who Let It 
Alone,” that I thought you would laugh, 
too, and perhaps get a spiritual lesson 
in addition to his “Moral.” 

“In the woods of the Far West there 
once lived a brown bear who could take 
it or let it alone. He would go into a bar 
where they sold mead, a fermented drink 
made of honey, and he would have just 
two drinks. Then he would put some 
money on the bar, and say, “See what 
the bears in the back room will have,” 
and he would go home. But finally he 
took to drinking by himself most of the 
day. He would reel home at night, kick 
over the umbrella stand, knock down 
the bridge lamps, and ram his elbows 
through the windows. Then he would 
collapse on the floor and lie there until 
he went to sleep. His wife was greatly 
distressed and his children were very 
frightened. 

“At length the bear saw the error of 
his ways and began to reform. In the 
end he became a famous teetotaler and a 
persistent temperance lecturer. He would 
tell everybody that came to his house 
about the awful effects of drink, and 
he would boast about how strong he had 
become since he gave up touching the 
stuff. To demonstrate this, he would 
stand on his head and on his hands, and 
he would turn cartwheels in the-house, 
kicking over the umbrella stand, knock- 
ing down the bridge lamps, and ram- 
ming his elbows through the windows. 
Then he would lie down on the floor, 
tired by his healthful exercise, and go to 
sleep. His wife was greatly distressed and 
his children were very frightened. 


“Moral: You might as well fall flat on 
your face as lean over too far backward.” 

There are many Christians who have 
failed to understand the nature of Chris- 
tian sanctification and have fallen into 
the dilemma of the bear. Phillips trans- 
lation of Colossians 2:20-23 brings this 
obscure passage to life, and this doctrine 
to its true meaning. “So, if, through 
your faith in Christ, you are dead to 
the principles of this world’s life, why, 
as if you were still part and parcel of 
this world-wide system, do you take the 
slightest notice of these purely human 
prohibitions—‘Don’t touch this,’ ‘Don’t 
taste that,’ and ‘Don’t handle the other’? 
‘This,’ ‘that,’ and ‘the other’ will all pass 
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away after use! I know that these regula- 
tions look wise with their self-inspired 
effort at worship, their policy of self- 
humbling, and their studied neglect of 
the body. But in actual practice they do 
honor, not to God, but to man’s own 
pride.” Or, as the RSV puts the last 
sentence, “These have indeed an ap- 
pearance of wisdom in promoting rigor 
of devotion and self-abasement and 
severity to the body, but they are of no 
value in checking the indulgence of the 
flesh.” Knox says, “They are all forgot- 
ten when nature asks to be gratified.” 

The true way of holiness is not by 
rules and regulations but by grace. In 
the sight of God a man who achieves 
some sort of morality through rules is in 
no different state from the man who has 
no morality. Legalism is everywhere 
cursed by God and salvation is by grace 
alone and sanctification is by grace 
alone. The bear should have gone home 
and loved his wife and children in kind- 
ness because he had been made into a 
lamb! 


THE PARAPLEGIC CHURCH 


An intelligent Christian should always 
be willing to rethink his position to find 
if any error whatsoever has crept into 
the structure of belief. It is very easy to 
adopt error if some outspoken teacher 
says the same half-truth over and over 
again with such vehemence that little by 
little the error is hidden and the mind 
slowly warped to the point where it can 
receive still other half-truths with their 
proportion of error. 

All Christians should rethink carefully 
anything that they have been taught 
about separation from other Christians. 
We are not talking about separation 
from evil or separation from those who 
deny that Jesus Christ is Lord and Sav- 
iour; we are talking about the separa- 
tion that is preached by some which 
boils down to the idea that a Christian 
can be guilty by association with some- 
one who is assocated with someone else 
who is associated seemingly with some- 
thing that is not quite orthodox accord- 
ing to the one who is attempting to put 
himself in the place of judge for others. 

The Church is presented in the Scrip- 
tures as a Body, and the Lord flatly 


states that the foot must not say “I' 


have no need of the hand” (1 Cor. 
12:21). 

When I seek to find the practical 
meaning of this verse the Holy Spirit 
tells me that I have need of every other 
Christian who is alive. Even as the ear 
needs the eye and one member of the 
body needs all the rest of the body. I 
need Christians who are in Pentecostal- 
ism, even though I think they have seri- 
ous error in their position. I need Chris- 
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tians who are Episcopalians, though I 
must reject for myself the formula by 
which they say that a child is regenerated 
in baptism, or their claim to physical 
apostolic succession. 2 

During the last century man discover- 
ed that he has glands in his body that 
are of very great importance. He needed 
them without knowing that he needed 
them. It is certainly true that there are 
millions of people who live and die 
without knowing that they possess a 
pituitary gland or the Isles of Langer- 
ham, and there are many Christians who 
live and die without knowing their need 
of other Christians. I gladly accept the 
fact that my own spiritual life has been 
developed by contact with men whose 
position I cannot fully follow. I believe 
that the Baptist needs the Presbyterian, 
that the Presbyterian needs the Pente- 
costalist, that the Pentecostalist needs 
the Episcopalian, the American church 
needs the African church. I believe that 
a Baptist who belongs to the General 
Association of Regular Baptists needs 
the born-again one who is in the Ameri- 
can Baptist Convention, and that the 
Bible Presbyterian needs the believer 
who is in the Presbyterian Church of 
the USA. 

There does not have to be full agree- 
ment, nor does there have to be com- 
promise. What there must be is love that 
is manifested in confidence and fellow- 
ship that is without suspicion of mo- 
tives. Believers have been guilty of creat- 
ing the paraplegic church. It is the lack 
of the love of grace which makes people 
create epithets with which they may 
strike other believers. Thus there are 
orthodox who brand other men as neo- 
orthodox even when these latter refuse 
the title for themselves. Karl Barth has 
been forced to say, “I am not a Bar- 
thian.” 

If conditions permit that the history 
of the twentieth century he written by 
those who live in a later century, it may 
well be stated with the better view of 
hindsight, that the neo-orthodox prac- 
tically destroyed unitarianism in the 
Protestant church and brought multi- 
tudes back to a new commitment to 
Jesus Christ as Lord and Saviour, and 
the Holy Spirit is quite capable of work- 
ing in the heart of the neo-orthodox to 
correct errors that may be his. Each in- 
dividual believer must be very careful 
not to attempt to amputate another from 
the Body of Christ. He cannot truly suc- 
ceed, of course, and the end result is that 
he has amputated himself from fellow- 
ships that he really needs, “Brethren let 
us love one another” (John 15:12). “By 
this shall men know that ye are my dis- 
ciples; that you have love one to an- 
other” (John 13:35). 











How Pursuit Becomes 


POSSESSION 


The pursuit of happiness can 
succeed only through the spiritual 


reorientation by faith in Christ 


By Vernon Grounds 


ccording to the Declaration of Independence every citizen 

of the United States has the inalienable right of pur- 

suing happiness. Yet that right, unfortunately, does not 
carry with it the automatic guarantee of success. The pur- 
suit of happiness, alas, does not necessarily effect its posses- 
sion. 


Success Not Guaranteed 

Indeed, it is rather interesting, and even a bit ironic, 
that the very men who helped draft our famous Declaration 
of Independence were pessimistic regarding the possibilities 
of obtaining happiness. Thus in a letter to Abigail Adams 
written in 1817, Thomas Jefferson lamented: the Creator 
has so planned human life that “stealing from us one by 
one the faculties of enjoyment, searing our sensibilities, 
leading us, like the horse in his mill, round and round the 
same beaten circle,” He permits this to go on “until satiated 
and fatigued with . . . leaden iteration, we ask our own 
congé.” Thomas Jefferson enthusiastically insisted upon 
man’s inalienable right to pursue happiness, yet Thomas 
Jefferson himself evidently did not achieve a surplus of 
happiness. 

Or listen to this melancholy appraisal made by John 
Adams: “. . . if we live to the age of threescore and ten 
and then sit down to make an estimate in our minds of the 
happiness we have enjoyed, and the misery we have suffered, 
we shall find . . . that the overbalance of happiness is quite 
inconsiderable (since) we shall find that we have been, 
through the greatest part of our lives, pursuing shadows 
. . . rather than substances.” Like Thomas Jefferson, John 
Adams enthusiastically insisted upon man’s inalienable right 
to pursue happiness, yet he himself, again like Thomas 
Jefferson, evidently did not achieve a surplus of happiness. 


Failure Often Encountered 
It therefore appears that the achievement of happiness is 
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a tougher job than Thomas Jefferson and John Adams rea- 
lized when they optimistically sponsored the Declaration of 
Independence. Just how tough a job it is Samuel Johnson, 
that grouchy tyrant who dominated English literature in 
the eighteenth century, tried to bring out in his novel, 
Rasselas. He called it that after its hero, the imaginary son 
of the Emperor of Abyssinia. Rasselas was imprisoned, till 
the time should come for him to ascend the throne, in a 
remote valley entirely cut off from communication with 
the rest of the world. Everything he could possibly desire 
was provided for him there, and yet life seemed to him an 
intolerable burden. He could not endure his silken captiv- 
ity. And so he escaped and traveled from country to country 
looking for the secret of abiding contentment. And all the 
time he kept repeating in tones that grew more and more 
despondent, “Surely happiness is somewhere to be found.” 
But Rasselas failed to find it. 

No doubt that has been true of many people in America. 
They have been looking for happiness, but thus far in 
company with Rasselas they have failed to find it. And now 
they are slightly suspicious about the whole business. Where 
can we discover it? How can we get it? Is it really obtain- 
able or is our quest futile, the pursuit of a mirage? Wist- 
fully they ask themselves questions like those, listening 
with quite pathetic longing for an answer. And they do 
not listen in vain. A plethora of answers is forthcoming, -es- 
pecially from the glib popularizers of psychology. Blithely 
they assure the unhappy, frustrated, and despondent masses 
that attaining happiness is duck soup. It is about as easy 
as rolling off a log—almost, if not quite. 


The Answer of Psychology 

Here, for example, is an article by. Lorine Pruette en- 
titled “Getting an Early Start on Happiness.” Mistaken 
people, she tells her readers, believe the old legend that 
happiness is an act of God. “But, psychology,” she bluntly 
states, “improves on the legend by showing us that happi- 
ness may be sought and found in any place, because it is in 
ourselves that it exists and only there. Happiness is . . . 
an individual product; it depends upon the chemistry of 
our hormones, the organization and health of the body’s 
cells, the stability of the nervous system, the attitudes of the 
mind . . . As such it may be learned.” That certainly is 
encouraging. Apparently happiness can be found by any- 
body anywhere. It is a matter of a few snap tricks which 
can easily be mastered regardless of one’s lack of education. 

Here, again, is a similar article, “A Ten-Day Plan for 
Happiness,” which appeared in the Woman’s Home Com- 
panion for October, 1950. Its author, Luther Conant, Jr., 
contends that unhappiness is a state of mind—nothing more 
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than that. Hence he suavely asserts: “Psychiatrists recognize 
monotony as a malady that should be promptly treated. 
Here is a ten-day plan—approved by them—to combat it. 
Actually, as the expert could tell you, that lost feeling— 
those Sunday afternoon blues—can’t be blamed on your 
hard and boring life. It’s all in your head. What you need 
is scientific knowledge to help you regain true perspective 
and start living life fully again. This ten-day plan does 
that. Its simple psychology should work for you. All that’s 
demanded is that you give it the same fair test that you 
would give a ten-day reducing diet.” Consequently, in the 
opinion of Mr. Conant a person can get rid of unhappiness 
about as quickly as you can get rid of a little extra pound- 
age. If he follows Mr. Conant’s simple psychology for less 
than two weeks, he will start living a life full of zest and 
sunshine. 

Here, once more, and on a somewhat higher level of 
popularization, is the bromidic confidence of Walter B. 
Pitkin, who in his The Psychology of Happiness declares, 
on the one hand, that philosophies and religions “which 
have . . . taught self-denial, self-repression, a killing of the 
personal will, a surrender . . . to fate or nature or the 
gods . . . mild contentment or resignation or the apathy of 
despair . . . are all wrong. . . all befuddled,” and, on the 
other hand, “We know today that happy living can be ob- 
tained by at least six or seven people out of every ten, 
simply by right education, the right organization of per- 
sonal effort, and the right selection of one’s work and en- 
vironment.” What happens to the other three or four peo- 
ple Dr. Pitkin neglects to say, but at any rate he believes 
with sanguine cheerfulness that for most Americans the 
odds are heavily in favor of winning out on the gamble 
of happiness. A little know-how, and the job is done! 


Deep-seated Unhappiness 


For some reason, however, these pat, stream-lined tech- 
niques don’t work. People try these pink pills of popular 
psychology and end up just as unhappy as they were be- 
fore. That is why a great student’ of the contemporary 
world, Dr. Erich Fromm, who was not a popularizer in any 
sense but, rather, a psychologist with a global reputation 
for scholarship and insight, makes this arresting statement 
about modern man: “. . . alive biologically, (he) is dead 
emotionally and mentally. While he goes through the mo- 
tions of living, his life runs through his hands like sand. 
Behind a front of satisfaction and optimism modern man 
is deeply unhappy; as a matter of fact, he is on the verge 
of desperation . . . modern man is starved for life. But 
since, being an automaton, he cannot experience life in 
the sense of spontaneous activity, he takes his surrogate 
in any kind of excitement and thrills: the thrill of drinking, 
of sports, of vicariously living the excitements of fictious 
people on the screen . . . looked at superficially, people 
appear to function well enough in economic and social 
life; yet it would be dangerous to overlook the deep-seated 
unhappiness behind that comforting veneer.” 

Granting provisionally that Fromm’s diagnosis is correct, 
how can this widespread unhappiness be explained? Are 
people, as Lorine Pruette and Luther Conant suggest, un- 
happy because they neglect to practice the right techniques 
of personality adjustment? Hardly that! The causes of un- 
happiness are not quite that superficial. Dr. Fromm, for 
example, maintains that the trouble runs down to the very 
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roots of our society: it is a trouble which can be cured only. 
by a radical overhauling of our culture from top to bottom. 
Though a Christian may agree with Fromm that the causes 
of unbelief do not lie on the surface of things, yet he re- 
fuses to agree further that people must simply stand around 
in unhappy frustration waiting for our whole economic 
and political structure to be overhauled. It seems to the 
Christian that happiness is entirely possible in spite of 
admitted cultural difficulties, provided a man’s life individ- 
ually undergoes a radical overhauling. And how can any 
such overhauling be effected? It can happen—and does 
happen—when a man has a vital experience with God. 


A Vital Experience with God 


Consider, for example, what took place in the experience 
of Max Dauthenday, the German poet. He was in Java, cut 
off from his wife and home by the outbreak of the First 
World War. Naturally, he was lonely and despairing, and 
his philosophy, which precluded faith in God, gave him 
little comfort and strength. Hard-pressed and unhappy, he 
began to read the Bible. He did not view it as a divine 
revelation, of course, but the suffocating’ senselessness of 
his circumstances was driving him to look for a light and 
hope from any possible source. And a miracle occurred! 
Thus under the date of June 30th, 1917, he writes in his 
diary: “This morning after reading the fiftieth and sixtieth 
Psalms of David, I realized something. I realized that there 
is a personal God. Three weeks before my fiftieth birthday 
I received this revelation, which since I was twenty—thirty 
years long—I had been worrying over, doubting, pursuing, 
and striving for. What a glorious certainty of purpose has 
today ehtered into my heart, my mind, and my body! God 
lives and is personal as all lives through Him. . . . The 
whole of life is a festal procession ordered by God, and at 
the head of the line there goes God Himself as a Personal- 
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Duveen, the famous English art connoisseur, took his little daughter 
to the beach one day, but could not get her to go in the chilly water. 
After persuasion failed, he borrowed a teakettle; built a fire, heated 
a little water until it steamed beautifully, and with a great flourish, 
poured it into the ocean. His greatly impressed daughter then went 
in without a murmur. Where can we find a better example of one of 
Satan‘s tricks? He dilutes an ocean of unbelief with a steaming tea- 
kettle of Christian ethics and people go wading in, self-satisfied, but 
unaware that they are bathing in unbelief. 
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Missionary Goal: Native Leaders and National Churches 


Fuller Theological Seminary Professors Lose Assembly Appeal 
India’s Christian Council Defends Right to Preach Gospel 


URGES CHANGE IN MISSIONARY ATTITUDES 


Missionaries must shift their approach 
from one of “saving individuals” to one 
of concentrating on developing native 
leaders and national churches if their 
cause is to survive, Dr. Harry L. Turner 
of New York, president of the Christian 
and Missionary Alliance, warned in 
Philadelphia. ' 

Reporting on a recently completed 
round-the-world tour of foreign mission 
stations, he told some 1,100 delegates to 
the denomination’s 58th General Con- 
vention that Christianity “must change 
its missionary attitudes—and quickly.” 

“The white missionary can no longer 
take the attitude of a lord among ‘the 
poor heathen,’” Dr. Turner said. “We 
must recognize the growing insistence on 
the part of the natives to be treated as 
equals. 

“Thus many missionaries are going to 
be faced with the question of whether 
they will adapt to the new situation .or 
get out.” 

Founded 68 years ago, the Alliance 
maintains 720 missionaries in 22 foreign 
fields and has a membership of 61,728 
in the United States and 97,561 abroad. 
It has an annual foreign mission budget 
of over $3,000,000. 

Despite the recent loss of a missionary 
plane and pilot in the wilds of New 
Guinea, the Alliance has arranged to re- 
place the $120,000 aircraft and recruit a 
new missionary pilot for the hazardous 
work. 

On April 29, the denomination receiv- 
ed a cablegram from New Guinea, re- 
porting that senior pilot A. J. Lewis in 
a Short Sealand plane was lost between 
the Idenberg River and the Baliem. 
Lewis was alone in the plane. He had 
reported by radio when over the Iden- 
berg River. Nothing more has been 
heard from him. Planes of the Mission- 
ary Aviation Fellowship and Dutch 
Navy planes scoured the area for seven 
days before admitting defeat in their 
search. 
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Dr. Harry L. Turner of New York 
City, president of the Alliance, said, 
“Loss of the airplane and the pilot is a 
great tragedy for us, but in seeking the 
will of God in our efforts to reach the 
world with the gospel, we will not ac- 
cept it as defeat of qur pioneer mission- 
ary work.” 

The missing airman, A. J. Lewis of 
Hamilton, Ontario, was one of two pi- 
lots who flew into the interior valleys of 
Dutch New Guinea where the natives 
had never before seen a white man or 
a missionary. The other pilot, Edward 
W. Ulrich of Meadville, Pa., sees no 
choice but to continue his dangerous 
work of evangelizing by air. “The air- 
plane insures our only line of communi- 
cation between all of the outposts es- 
tablished by the Alliance in the inacces- 
sible regions of the New Guinea inter- 
ior,” he says. There are no trails over 
the mountains, and efforts to penetrate 
the area by water would be even more 
hazardous than by air. 


FULLER LOSES ITS BATTLE 


The permanent judicial commission 
of the Presbyterian Church in the 
U. S. A. upheld the right of Los Angeles 
Presbytery to deny membership to three 
professors of Fuller Theological Semi- 
nary in Pasadena, Calif. Its decision was 
approved by the denomination’s 167th 
General Assembly which met recently 
in Los Angeles. 

The professors, who have waged a 
six-year fight for admission to the pres- 
bytery, are Dr. Gleason L. Archer, Jr.; 
from the Presbytery of Monmouth, N. 
J.; Dr. William Sanford LaSor, Presby- 
tery of Lehigh, Pa.; and Dr. Everett F. 
Harrison, Presbytery of Philadelphia. 

In repeatedly refusing membership to 
the trio, the local presbytery said is dis- 
approved of the work in which they are 
engaged, charging that Fuller Seminary 
is divisive and schismatic. 

The commission, in its ruling, re- 
affirmed that final decision on the admis- 
sion of candidates into a presbytery is 


up to the presbytery itself, provided it 
acts “reasonably” and im accordance 
with Church laws. 

Los Angeles Presbytery’s action in re- 
jecting the applications, it said, was 
neither arbitrary nor unreasonable, and 
therefore the professors’ complaint was 
dismissed. 

The trio had three times appealed 
their case to the General Assembly from 
rulings by the Synod of California. 
There will be no further appeal. 

The professors indicated they would 
continue their connection with Fuller 
and, if necessary, sever their Presbyter- 
ian affiliation. 

Their case began when they came to 
Fuller with permission of the presby- 
teries they left, but without that of Los 
Angeles Presbytery to work here. 

Under Presbyterian law a minister 
leaving one presbytery to work in an- 
other must secure permission of both. 


DEFENSE OF GREAT COMMISSION 

Suspicion in India toward foreign 
missionaries “has reached a point where 
it undermines public confidence in their 
educational, social and humanitarian 
work,” the National Christian Council 
of India said at Nagpur. 

In a 4,000-word statement, the Coun- 
cil defended the Church’s right to send 
missionaries from one country to an- 
other on the grounds of its “supra- 
national character and universal com- 
mission.”. These, it said, “are essential 
to its existence.” 

The Church in India “seeks the assist- 
ance and comradeship of Christians be- 
longing to other nationalities,” the 
NCC said. “(It) is compelled by the 
very nature of its message of God’s 
reconciliation of all men through Jesus 
Christ to invite Christian nationals of 
other lands to take part in fulfilling its 
world mission.” 

The Council attributed the agitation 
against missionaries to “a religious and 
cultural reaction” which seeks to identi- 
fy national culture with Hindu culture. 
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“To compel other religious groups to 
accept Hindu customs, valuable as they 
may be to Hindus, is to coerce non- 
Hindus into accepting what does not 
appeal to them, and may indeed be 
contrary to their religious faith,” it 
said. 

At the same time, the Council com- 
mended to Indian Christians “the de- 
sirability of clothing their religious 
life, its ideas and practices as far as 
possible in truly Indian forms . . . free 
. . . from unnatural manners and cus- 
toms derived from (Christianity’s) con- 
tacts with the West.” 

Titled “The Church’s Freedom for 
Its Missionary Task,” the document was 
released at Council headquarters heré 
following adoption by its executive 
committee. It constituted an indirect re- 
ply to new government regulations re- 
stricting the entry and work of foreign 
missionaries. 

These regulations, announced the 
middle of April, mostly confirm practices 
which have been quietly developing 
over the past year or more. They are in 
the form of amendments to the Indian 
Passport Rules of 1950. 

Under the new official policy, mission- 
aries seeking entry must apply for a 
special class of visa. They are approved 
only if the individuals are found to have 
outstanding qualifications or to be spe- 
cialists in fields where Indians are not 
available. 

A similar procedure must be followed 
by foreign missionaries who wish to re- 
turn after leaving India following a 
stay of less than five years in the coun- 
try. Those who have been working here 
five years or more may obtain a “No- 
objection-to-return” certificate if they 
“have not come to adverse notice of 
government.” 

Foreign missionaries now in India 
will be allowed to continue their work 
unhampered provided they are not 
found guilty of “‘anti-national activities.” 


TOURISTS, TAKE TRACTS 

Tourists going to the Province of Que- 
bec, Canda, should have plenty of 
French tracts and give them out when- 
ever possible. People living in Canada 
are tremendously persecuted for doing 
this same thing; but American. tourists 
can do it without difficulty. 


GRAHAM PREACHES TO ROYAL FAMILY 

American evangelist Billy Graham 
capped his successful London crusade 
by preaching, at royal invitation, in 
Queen Elizabeth II’s private chapel at 
Windsor Castle. 

The service was attended by the 
Queen and her husband, the Duke of 
Fdinburgh, Queen Mother Elizabeth, 
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Princess Margaret and members of the 
royal household. Several days earlier the 
Iduchess of Kent, widow of the Queen’s 
uncle, attended one of his rallies at 
Wembley Stadium. 

Mrs. Graham accompanied her hus- 
band to Windsor and after the service 
both lunched with the Queen. 

“I can only say that it was a great 
privilege to be at Windsor and that the 
Queen was very charming and gracious 
to us,” the evangelist said afterward. 

At the chapel service he preached for 
25 minutes, taking as his text “Where- 
fore, sirs, be of good cheer, for I be- 
lieve God, that it shall be even as it 
was told me” (Acts 27:25). 


DR. EVANS RE-ELECTED IFCA PRESIDENT 


Dr. J. Ellwood Evans, professor of 
practical theology at Dallas Theological 
Seminary, was elected toa second term 
as president of the Independent Funda- 
mental Churches of America at the re- 
cent annual convention in the Berkeley 
(Michigan) Community Church. 

After more than 15 years in pastoral 
ministry, Evans joined the faculty - of 
Dallas Theological Seminary in 1948. 
He also serves as assistant professor of 
Bible exposition and as student coun- 
selor. 


THE WESLEYS’ BIRTHPLACE 


When I drove by Epworth in England 
I was greatly disappointed to see the 
birthplace of John and Charles Wesley 
—the rectory of the Episcopal Church— 
in frightful condition, with an over- 
grown garden and delapidation evident. 
When I told a Methodist minister about 
this, he told me that the property be- 
longed to the Church of England and 
that Methodists could do nothing about 
it. I am now informed that the Church 
of England has just sold the building to 
the British Methodist Church and that 
funds are being raised to turn the large 
house into a home for retired Methodist 
ministers in England. 


RUNE STONE A HOAX 

A “rune stone” which purportedly re- 
counts the visit of Christian explorers to 
Minnesota 130 years before Columbus 
discovered America and is said to con- 
tain the first recorded Christian prayer 
on this continent is a hoax, it was 
charged in Minneapolis. : 

Prof. J. A. Holvik, retired professor 
of Norse and literature at Concordia 
College, Moorhead, Minn., and George 
Rice, Minneapolis Star reporter, said 
they had proved the stone false after 
long investigation and research. 

The slab has been the center of con- 
troversy since 1898 when it was brought 
to Kensington, Minn., by Olof Ohman, 


a nearby farmer who said he found it 
under the roots of a tree he was grub- 
bing out of his land. 

They contended. that Mr. Ohman 
carved the inscription on the runestone . 
himself in the late 1890's. 

Mr. Ohman, the investigators report- 
ed, once remarked: 

“I want nothing more in life than to 
be able to figure out something that will 
puzzle the brains of the learned.” 

The Latin letters, “AVM,” on the 
stone have long been taken to stand 
for A(ve) V(irgo) M (aria) or AV(e) 
M (aria) and have been considered an 
appeal by the devout Catholic Vikings 
to the Virgin Mary. 

But the two investigators said they 
have discovered that Mr. Ohman was a 
theosophist and that the letters believed 
to be AVM are actually “Aum,” a sacred 
symbol of eastern’ mystical religions such 
as theosophy signifying the all-embrac- 
ing Oneness, Truth— : 


BISHOP BLOCKS BUILDING OF CHURCH | 


Construction of a Presbyterian Church 
in Bucaramanga, capital of Santander 
Department, Colombia, was halted re- 
cently as a result of a campaign led by 
the Bishop of Bucaramanga, Monsignor 
Anibal Munoz, and the clergy of his 
diocese. The stop order was issued by 
the mayor of Bucaramanga, Dr. Guiller- 
mo Sorzano, after plans had been ap- 
proved by the city engineers and a 
building permit issued. 

When news of the building permit 
became known, March 3, Bishop Munoz 
launched a campaign from the pulpit 
of the Cathedral Church of Bucaraman- 
ga to prevent the construction. The op- 
position was carried on by radio and 
press and also through the public 
schools of Bucaramanga and _ neighbor- 
ing towns.-Priests and Roman Catholic 
organizations had signatures solicited to 
petitions urging the civil authorities to 
rescind the building permit. Catholic 
Action, a militant organization of the 
Church, petitioned the President of the 
Republic to intervene. ‘ 

The diocesan clergy scheduled a pub- 
lic parade and manifestation for Sun- 
day afternoon, March 13 in which all 


‘Roman Catholics of the city were to 


participate. According to Father Luis 
Antonio Perez, parish priest of San 
Laureano Catholic Church, the parade 
was called “to demonstrate our strength 
and our faith, and to establish our pro- 
test against the projected Protestant 
Church in Bucaramanga.” 

On March 9, Mayor Sorzano notified 
the Presbyterians that he was rescinding 
the municipal building permit. 


(Continued on page 33) 
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Whirlwind Hits Scotland 





Billy Graham, accompanied by the chairman of the Greater 
London Crusade, the Bishop of Barking, make their way 
across the field at the start of a service. 





Impressions of the Billy Graham 


Team’s Impact 


By Andrew MacBeath 


Convener of the Prayer Committee, Member, Ex- 
ecutive Committee of the All-Scotland Crusade. 


coaches from all parts of Scotland and from the northern 

counties of England. Railway facilities at cheap rates 
brought large parties every night to the Kelvin Hall. From 
Skye and the outer isles British European Airways were 
bringing visitors at specially reduced fares. 


The newspapermen and the City Council of Glasgow and 
other public authorities almost seemed to outdo the church- 
es in their zeal to give the handsome, young American 
preacher the maximum opportunity to be heard by All- 
Scotland. The great network of “land-lines” which event- 
ually enabled this single preacher from that same Kelvin 
Hall to be heard simultaneously by crowded gatherings in 
city halls and churches all over Britain, to the number of 
over two thousand such centers, is perhaps the most as- 
tounding in all the history of evangelism. At last the people 
of God are saying to themselves in a modified form what 
old General Booth meant long ago when he said, “I don’t 
believe we ought to let the devil have all the good tunes.” 

Likewise we have discovered that all the available re- 
sources of scientific and applied technology—yes, and what 
we in Scotland are so slow to accept—of publicity also, 
ought to be pressed into the service of our magnificent Lord 
and Saviour. How wrongly modest we have been about 
pressing His claims on men! How diffident we have been 
about setting a trumpet to our lips, as though the gospel 
is merely “chamber music”! But Billy Graham and his team 
of radiant and humble men captured the hearts of tens of 
thousands of people in Scotland by the sheer joy and com- 
plete convincingness of their fearless, unhesitating testimony 
to Christ as Saviour. 

Right at the start we may declare plainly that the forth- 
right directness of Billy Graham’s call for decision, has made 
“decision” the one word that remains in our Scottish mem- 
ory in connection with him. Thirty thousand people in 
this land renowned for the reserve and caution of its men- 
tality were brought to their feet and, no matter how many 
thousands were looking, went down to the front—chiefly in 
Kelvin Hall, in the presence of eighteen thousand people, 
or else in the Usher Hall or St. George’s West Church in 
Edinburgh, or other relay centers. It all added up to an 
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Kelvin Hall, with Glasgow’s historic motto emblazoned upon its facade, was the central auditorium of Billy Gra- 
ham’s record-breaking Scotch campaign. The exhibition building was transformed into a sanctuary with drapings. 








MEDITATIONS 


in the Book of Fsaiah 





TO THE LAW AND TO THE TESTIMONY! (8:20) 

Isaiah appeals straight to the law of God that had been 
given through Moses. Here was God’s testimony for His 
people. They had no other recourse, and they hated the 
law because it reproved the deeds of their hands and the 
thoughts of their hearts. In our day when we fight for the 
liberties of men in our country we say, “To the Declaration 
of Independence and the Constitution.” In similar fashion 
the Holy Spirit appeals back to the written Word for 
judgment in all causes that involve the decision of men. 
There can never be the will of God unless it is in harmony 
with the Word of God. God does not contradict Himself. 
What He has written is the standard by which all truth 
must be judged. It must be taken in its entirety, and with- 
out question. When it cannot be understood it must be ac- 
knowledged, and the clearer explanation waited for. God 
will never leave us in any doubt as to the course of action 
that we must take at any second of our lives. 

Lord, give us submission to Thy Word. 


IF THEY SPEAK NOT ACCORDING TO THIS WORD (8:20) 
The RSV goes wrong at this point. The full translation 
would be, “If they speak not according to this Word, there 
shall be no dawn for the people.” Departure from the Word 
of God can lead to nothing but unbroken night. It is one 
of the saddest lines in the whole of the Word of God. The 
consequences of departure from the Word of God are to 
be found in the human heart at once. The heart is left to 
itself, and when the heart is left to itself it becomes a hard 
heart. A hard heart leads to more willfulness and greater 
departure, and the whole cycle of stubborn unbelief leads 
on to willful rebellion and continued resistance to God. It 
was by this process that Pharaoh’s heart was hardened. God 
has made the law of hardening, and the man who starts 
down the road will come to the ultimate outer. darkness 

where there is no morning. 
Lord, turn us to Thy light. 


THERE IS NO LIGHT IN THEM (8:20) 

The Hebrew is, ““There shall be no dawn for the people.” 
The outer darkness to which the Lord will one day condemn 
those who remain separated from Him, begins with an in- 
ward darkness that is already in the human heart from 
birth. All of us were born with this darkness within us, and 
it is only by regeneration that we become children of the 
light and children of the day. ‘The devil has taken these 
phrases and his followers have sought to apply them to 
themselves. Times of great unbelief have been called “the 
enlightenment,” and devotees of error have called them- 
selves “children of the light.” But Christ said, “For judg- 
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ment I am come into this world, that they which see not 
might see; and that they which see might be made blind” 
(John 9:39). We know that we have no light except 
through Christ, and it is in Him that we see. 

Lord, we thank Thee that light has come through Christ. 


THEY WILL PASS THROUGH . . . HUNGRY (8:21) 

They who live not in the light of God’s Word will pass 
through Immanuel’s land, distressed and hungry. What a 
contrast with the promises which had been given to the 
people from the time of the giving of the Covenant. When 
God first promised the land to His people they were told 
that they would be fixed in it as dwellers, and would have 
peace in the midst of abundance. This would have been 
their lot if they had remained faithful to Him. But because 
they departed from Him, they would become wanderers and 
stragglers, passing through the land but not dwelling in it. 
They would be distressed instead of being at rest. They 
would be hungry instead of being satisfied. And what ap- 
plies primarily to the rebellious people of Israel applies 
also to unbelieving Gentiles who refuse truth, and it can 
apply also to believers who get out of the will of God. 

Lord, keep us from wandering. 


WHEN THEY SHALL BE HUNGRY (8:21) 

Calvin gives what seems to me to be an extraordinary in- 
terpretation of this passage, making it mean that their hun- 
ger drives them to fretting repentance and that they curse, 
that is, turn away from, their old rulers and deities, find no 
help in earth, and are therefore, thrown back on God in 
true belief’and repentance. I must take the opposite inter- 
pretation and hold that this describes the case of rebels who 
are hardened in their unbelief. Like the men who curse 
God in the great tribulation (Rev. 16:11, 21), and who re- 
pent not, these are in darkness without and in hunger with- 
in, never-satisfied in their wanderings, looking upward in 
vain. It is a picture of us all until the moment when we 
are touched by Christ and are turned through the law and 
the testimony, to find Himself, as the dispeller of darkness 
and the bringer of Light. 

Lord, be all our Light. 


THEY LOOK UPWARD .. . TO THE EARTH. . 
(8:21, 22) 

The best translation I have found is in the Soncino Isa- 
iah, “Whether they turn their faces upward, or look to the 
earth, behold distress and darkness, the gloom of anguish, 
and outspread -thick darkness.” When the people looked 
Heavenward, they found fulfilled the terrible paragraph in 
the first of Proverbs, “Then shall they call upon me, but I 
will not answer; they shall seek me early, but they shall not 
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find Me” (Prov. 1:28). When they look to the earth they 
find a fourfold increasing blackness. The steps are horrible: 
distress, darkness, gloom, outspread thick darkness. In a 
book of spiritual meditations, when we come to such a sent- 
ence, we can look away from what we were by nature and 
might have been in life, and look away with renewed grati- 
tude that we have been taken from the hole of the pit and 
brought into p light and life. 

Lord, we are mute in speechless worship. 


THE DIMNESS (9:1) 

The first verse in chapter nine is counted as verse 23 of 
chapter 8 in the Hebrew, and the translators and commenta- 
tors are in great confusion on the Hebrew text and the 
proper translation. The KJV translates “more grievously 
afflict,” while the ASV and the RSV render it “hath made 
glorious” and “will.make glorious.” I would translate the 
verse, “But the gloom shall not always reign on the land 
that is now in anguish. If in the time past He covered the 
land of Zebulon and the land of Napthali with contempt, 
the time of the future will see Him cover with glory the 
country by the sea, the land beyond the Jordan, Galilee of 
the nations.” The whole tone of the prophecy has shifted, 
and it would be proper to make the chapter break as it is 
in our versions. The terrible gloom and distress of the peo- 
ple and the land form the framework for the coming of 
Christ. 

Lord, we thank Thee for light shining in darkness. 


THE PEOPLE . .. HAVE SEEN A GREAT LIGHT (9:2) 
Whatever reference these words may have had to the 
calamities of the day of Isaiah, they most certainly refer to 
the coming of Jesus Christ, the Messiah, for the Holy Spirit 
so applies them in the Gospel (Mt. 4:12-16). They are in 
the prophetic perfect tense, for the Word of the Lord is so 
sure that it comes to the prophet as a thing accomplished. 
The change from calamitous judgment to glorious promise 
is as sudden as a sunrise in the tropics. The dawn comes up 
like thunder. True interpretation can never stop with the 
meaning that was clear to the prophet or to those who 
heard it, but only with that which was meant by God for 
the truth that was to strengthen all men in all generations. 
We can, first of all, draw the great and joyful conclusion 
that even in darkness, in the thickest darkness, there is 
room for light and hope. 
Lord, we thank Thee for Christ, the Light. 


UPON THEM HATH THE LIGHT SHINED (9:2) 

Light came to those who were dwelling in the land of 
the shadow of death. Every time we see the sunrise we can 
think of the ways of God, for He comes with light after 
gross darkness. Thus the dawn is a symbol of the grace of 
God, and daylight is an emblem of salvation. Primarily the 
prophecy tells us that Christ chose to dwell in that part of 
the land—Galilee—which was in the grossest darkness (see 
John 7:52). No man can go so low that he cannot be 
reached by the grace of God. All of us who were once Gen- 
tiles can certainly apply this passage to ourselves, spiritual- 
ly. We were in the land of the shadow of death, without 
Christ, without hope, and without God (Eph. 2:11), and it 
was when we were thus that we were quickened, made alive 
in Christ (Eph. 2:1). 

Lord, Thou hast shined Thy light in our hearts. 
THOU HAST MULTIPLIED THE NATION AND 
INCREASED THE JOY (9:3) 
All of the modern translations leave out the negative. The 


early editors of the Hebrew text split a word in two and 
made a negative out of the passage, thus spoiling its sense 
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‘completely. A most important question arises: Since there is 


only one nation in evidence here, and since that nation has 


not yet been multiplied and increased in joy, it is evident : 


that both phases of the work of Christ are about to be pre- 


sented to us. In fact, we are living between verses two and ° 


three. The light shining in darkness is the first coming of 
Christ, and the multiplication of the nation, with increased 
joy, is at the second coming. It is a terrible thing to apply 
these prophecies to the church, and such an application 
plays havoc with all rules of interpretation. Let us not rob 
the nation of its promise. 

Lord, we thank Thee that there is enough for us. 


THEY JOY BEFORE THEE (9:3) 

When joy is in the presence of God it is pure, righteous, 
and permanent. This joy is not a transient, momentary 
thing; this is the joy that will belong to Israel when all the 
prophecies have been fulfilled, and the nation is once more 
rooted in the land. From the beginning they had been com- 
manded to joy in the presence of the Lord: “You shall re- 
joice before the Lord your God” (Lev. 23:40; Deut. 12:12, 
18). While this referred to the presence of God in the taber- 
nacle, the present prophecy goes forward to the day when 
Messiah shall be upon His throne, the nation multiplied in 
number and increased in joy. The worldling seeks happi- 
ness and never finds it, though he argues greatly about his 
right to “life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness.” All he 
can do now is pursue happiness, but the believer finds true 
joy in the presence of the Lord. 


Lord, we thank Thee that in Thy presence is 
fullness of joy (Psa. 16:11). 


JOY IN HARVEST (9:3) 
These are joys that belong, primarily, to the restored nat- 
tion, Israel, at the time of the second coming of Christ. The 


harvest is that of Israel’s ripeness, described in the law as 


the feast of tabernacles (Lev. 23:33-44). There are three of 
the great feasts that were fulfilled in the first coming of 
Christ—Passever, Unleavened Bread, and Pentecost, and in 
a sense, these are feasts of the Church. But the great feasts 
which are not yet fulfilled—the feasts of the Trumpets, 
Atonement, and Tabernacles—are feasts that have their 
counterpart in the second coming of Christ, and which are 
peculiarly the property of the nation Israel. They shall joy 
before the Lord according to the joy in harvest, and it will 
be wonderful to know that there will be a full crop after 
the centuries of drought and the multiplicity of thorns and 
briers. 

Lord, we thank Thee that Thou art Lord of the Harvest. 


AS MEN REJOICE WHEN THEY DIVIDE THE SPOIL (9:3) 
This is a joy which the Church cannot know, but which 
the nation, Israel shall know. When Jesus was. hereon 
earth, ‘““He went up to the feast [of tabernacles] not openly 
but as it were in secret” (John 7:10). When He comes, to 
restore the nation, it will be very openly, even with the 
clouds of great glory, and every eye shall see Him. The city 
will lie destroyed and in a horrible condition (Zech. 14). 
But the people will be delivered from their enemies and 
will rejoice as conquerors in battle. This is a joy that we 
do not know, for “we do not war after the flesh, for the 
weapons of our warfare are not carnal (2 Cor. 10:4, 5). But 
in that day the conquering King of kings shall come forth 
to put down His enemies and to restore His people for 
ever. Is it any wonder that the nation rejoices as men re- 

joice when they divide the spoil! 
Lord, we thank Thee that Thou art the Conqueror. 


(Continued on page 42) 
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n our previous study, the dominant Biblical concept in 

marriage was expressed by the term ONENESS. Superiority 

to the secular concept of TOGETHERNESS was explored. It 
now remains to examine the Biblical texts which set forth 
this concept. This will provide the basis for the Christian 
interpretation of sex. 

“And God said, Let us make man in our own image... 
so God created man in his own image . . . male and female 
created he them” (Gen. 1:27). Sexuality was created as a 
holy and beautiful function apart from sin, itself repre- 
senting something profound in the very nature of God 
which was imaged in man. God’s blessing explicitly rested 
upon it. Clearly, it is the greatest endowments of God that 
have been perverted by sin to basest uses. 


Loneliness a Deficiency 

God said “It is not good that man should be alone” (Gen. 
2:18). God pronounced every created thing “good” but one, 
namely, man alone in his environment. Loneliness was ex- 
hibited by God as a deficiency of something essential to 
man’s welfare. Here was need for more than mere compan- 
ionship with other similar beings; rather, the need was for 
companionship with those similar yet differing, with whom 
a unique union and communion might be effected. In a 
union mutually complementing, each would fulfill the 
other in reciprocal love and understanding. Personality 
thus united would be outgoing and selfgiving. The union 
would be significant in itself, in its issues, and in what it 
would represent of divine realities and relationships. 

Milton, in his tract on divorce, wrote “The first command 
of God was not ‘Be ye fruitful and multiply’ (the favorite 
text for the Catholic sacramental view), nor was it that ‘to 
marty is better than to burn’ (the chief proof-text of the 
Lutherans), but rather this: ‘It is not good for man to be 
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alone.’ Loneliness is the first thing which God’s eye named 
not good.” And Luther once observed, “Eve got into trou- 
ble when she walked in the garden alone.” Loneliness is 
not good, for individual personality tends to make itself the 
center and object of life. In representation of this, God 
took away from man a part of his essential self, formed 
woman out of it, and returned her to man as that alone 
which could complete him. 

God said “I will make a help meet for him” (Gen. 2:18). 
Note the two words “help meet,” literally reading “a helper 
fit for him.” God is fashioning a counterpart, a complement, 
a being suitable to man. One expositor (without realizing 
the humor of it!) puts it: “one who answers back to him.” 
Obviously he does not intend to endorse some prerogative 
of wifely retort! Rather, woman’s essential -nature answers 
to man’s essential need. Another exegetes it: “one who fills 
up his empty places”—surely not intending a cook! Woman 
by nature fills up the empty places in man’s nature. 


One Flesh 

“And the rib which the Lord God had taken from man 
made he woman, and brought her unto the man. And Adam 
said This is now bone of my bones, and flesh of my flesh; 
she shall be called woman because she was taken out of 
man. Therefore shall a man leave his father and mother 
and shall cleave unto his wife, and they two shall be: one 
flesh” (Gen. 2:22-24). The concept of ONENESS is here ex- 
pressed as “one flesh,” indicating the unique function 
which basically represents this oneness. That woman owes 
her origin to the side of man does not make her a side 
issue! The truth is beautifully expressed in a rabbinical 
statement: “The man is restless while he misses the rib 
that was taken out of his side, and the woman is restless 
until she gets under the man’s arm from whence she was 
taken.” 

For both husband and wife there is interacting humility 
and glory within this union. Fundamentally, it is humbling 
to the woman that she was created for the man, but it is 
to her glory to know that he is incomplete without her. It 
is humbling to the man that he is incomplete without the 
woman, but it is to his glory to know that she was made for 
him. In a profound sense, each fulfills the other physically, 
emotionally, intellectually, and socially. This will be ampli- 
fied as our concept is further developed. 

Functionally, man is given the headship in the marriage 
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a Biblical concept of marriage. 


Nex 


By Dwight H. Small 


union. This does not imply superior dignity. Both are 
equal in dignity while differing in place and function. So 
it can be said “In no respect can a woman be a man’s equal, 
AND, in no respect can a man be a woman’s equal!” Life 
and love are reciprocal, and thus depend upon the function 
of both husband and wife. Through the nature of each is 
supplied what the other needs and cannot find in his or 
her self. 

Augustine wrote, “If God meant woman to rule over man, 
He would have taken her out of Adam’s head. Had He 
designed her to be his slave, He would have taken her out 


of His feet. But God took woman out of man’s side, for He © 


made her to be a helpmate and an equal to him.” 


Two Lives for One 


This essential need created in man by God, to be fulfilled 
only by union with another, is given to counter man’s ego- 
centricity, and to teach him that his own fulfillment can 
come only in such union with another. This is true in hu- 
man marriage; it is true spiritually in man’s union with 
God. Two egocentric, one-way lives, each accustomed to do- 
ing what he or she pleases, and when and how, now are 
brought into a union of hearts, minds, wills, and bodies. 
Two lives are exchanged for one new life. In the previous 
study it was shown that such a miracle of grace can only 
be effected where both husband and wife are experiencing 
the redemptive power of the Lord Jesus Christ at the very 
center of their lives-in-union. Such a union can be main- 
tained only as there is constant recognition and acknowl- 
edgment of failure, and where there is confession, cleansing, 
and renewing. The deepest sin in giving one’s love and life 
to something other than the beloved is the implicit denial 
of that unique oneness which is a sacred representation of 
the unique spiritual union between the redeemed sinner 
and the fully-satisfying Saviour. 

If the first purpose in marriage is ONENESS, the second 
purpose to be mentioned in just a passing word is FRUITFUL- 
NEss. As in the Christian life, fruitfulness can only come as 
the issue of true oneness. Parenthood can enrich marriage, 
but it cannot sustain it, since it is not the primary object 
of marriage. “Babies are the coupons attached to the bonds 
of matrimony.” Dr. Otto Piper calls children “blessed bur- 
dens.” Fruitfulness enhances the realization of oneness, for 
children are living representations, not of one life or the 
other, but of both lives in union. Married oneness is thus 
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objectified, for here is a life that neither one could bring 
forth alone. Divorce is peculiarly monstrous where there _ 
are children to objectify a oneness that is allegedly non- 
existent. Moreover, children are reminders that life is com- 
pounded of love and submission, failure and redemption, 
glory and humility. The joys and heartaches which children 
bring teach husband and wife something of their own na- 
tures, and something that profoundly prevails in the very 
nature of God, their own Father. 


Oneness, the Foundation 


The Biblical view of sex may now be constructed on the 
foundational concept of ONENEss. Contrary to popular 
Christian bias, this is a holy subject. Psychology today rec- 
ognizes that sexuality involves the whole personality and is 
not confined to biological functions. This is in harmony 
with the Biblical concept which stresses the unique oneness. 
which exists on every level of personality and life in the 
marriage union. Next to the spiritual unification in the 
Christian marriage union, the unique physical union must: 
be regarded as God’s provision for establishing the one- 
ness. Thus the emphasis in God’s Word upon “one flesh.” 
Here is a given area of oneness where none other can 
intrude. 


If physical oneness is frustrated, and sexual intercourse is 
not seen in the place God intended, it is certain that frustra- 
tion and anxious insecurity will be projected to every other 
area of married life together, even to the spiritual! Fears 
and inhibitions and misunderstandings will grow up. Mal- 
adjustments of this kind have caused many Christian 
couples to “give up” in this phase of their marriage. Un- 
knowingly they stand in need of a Christian counsellor who 
is well-instructed in the Biblical concept. For to be indiffer- 
ent to the physical expression of love, or frustrated, or still 
more to dislike it, or feel that it is somehow shameful, is 
neither virtuous nor refined. It is indicative of a deep mal- 
adjustment. It is neglect of the divine gift, and denial of 
the divine purpose. In a strong word, Paul says it is “fraud.” 
More often than not, assumed sexual incompatibility in a 
truly Christian marriage is due to either ignorance of God’s 
gift and its Biblical meaning, or to unwillingness to patient- 
ly compromise each to the other until harmonious fulfill- 
ment is achieved. Above all there seems to be need not to 
let the pressures of life’s many duties persistently crowd 
the sex life into those hours when the least justice can be 
done to it. Many Christian couples are guilty of being so 
preoccupied with living as to leave no time for loving. 


A Middle Ground Needed 


Two extremes deserve mention: Many couples expect too 
much of sex in marriage. Sexual relations can never bring 
complete physical satisfaction, nor can they express love 
fully by themselves. It cannot so much as increase mutual 
love apart from fulfillment in the other areas of oneness. It 
is not a substitute for other values in marriage. 

On the other hand, many couples expect too little of sex 
in marriage. It must not be limited to physical satisfaction. 
It must be the deepest symbol of personal understanding 
and oneness. It must express depths of communion possible 
where self-life has been surrendered for the sake of fulfill- 
ment in the life of the other. Coming freely and unashamed- 
ly, each unveils both body and soul to the other, accepting 
each other for what each is. Each finds in the communion 
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THE PURITAN DOCTRINE 


OF CONVERSION 


The conversion of sinners was the consuming purpose of the Puritans 


opens his section on the Puritans in the following way: 

“The Puritan movement in England was essentially a 
Biblical movement. The Puritans urged a more thorough 
study of the Scriptures, a catechetical instruction of the 
people, and effective preaching. . . 

“The reformers were men of great intellectual and moral 
vigor. Their doctrines were the expression of their Christian 
life and experience. But they were succeeded by lesser men, 
who gave their energies to the construction of systems of 
dogma. These soon enveloped the principles of the Reforma- 
tion in a cloud of speculation and established a Protestant 
Scholasticism, Ecclesiasticism, and Ritualism, which seemed 
to earnest men little better than that which the reformers 
had cast aside. Accordingly a second reformation arose in 
Great Britain in the form of Puritanism, which reaffirmed 
and sharpened the principles of the Reformation and ad- 
vanced toward a holy doctrine, a holy discipline, and a holy 
life. Puritanism emphasized the fundamental religious 
principle of Protestantism, that the Bible is the chief med- 
ium of divine authority and grace, and laid down principles 
of interpretation, which wrought mightily during the seven- 
teenth century in Great Britain, and produced exegetical 
works that ought to be the pride of the Anglo-Saxon 
churches in all time. The Puritans laid stress upon practi- 
cal exegesis, or the application of the Scriptures to the 
Christian life. The great majority of their writings are 
upon themes comprehended by the term Practical Divinity.” 

The testimony of the English Puritans was given against 
a background of Romanism on the one hand and Human- 
ism on the other. In the established church of their day 
there was what Milton called “the irreligious pride and 
hateful tyranny of Prelates” and the “senseless ceremonies” 
which were only “a dangerous earnest of sliding back to 
Rome.” The Arminianism which was spreading in high 
places was so overlaid or permeated with rationalism that 
it was little distinguishable from Humanism. The only way 
to complete the Reformation which had been so gloriously 
begun was to vindicate the authority of Scripture in every 
aspect of church teaching and practice. It was this that 
drove the Puritans to write their monumental works. 
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One of the supremely important aspects of Practical 
Divinity which received a considerable amount of their 
attention was the doctrine with which we are concerned, 
namely, CONVERSION. 


Their Basic Assumptions 

Men whose heart-searching went so deep could hardly 
fail to be possessed by a grave view of the moral and spirit- 
ual condition of the sinner. Accordingly we find that the 
Puritans were convinced of the utter spiritual destitution of 
fallen man and the exceeding pollution of his soul. 

This recognition of man’s spiritual depravity did not 
carry with it a complete denial of any remaining qualities 
of virtue. There was some residuum of moral enlighten- 
ment and endeavor in man; and the Puritans were ready to 
acknowledge this, as did the great thinkers Augustine and 
Calvin before them. 

John Owen acknowledges the existence of what he calls 
“inbred notices of good and evil, . . . of the presence and 
all-seeing eye of God, of help and assistance to be had from 
him with a dread of his excellencies; . . . and where there 
are any means of instruction from supernatural revelation, 
by the word preached, or the care of parents in private, 
there they are insensibly improved and increased.” 

Baxter begins his Treatise of Conversion with the words: 
“Though the Gospel doth not presuppose grace in men, but 
bringeth it to them, yet doth it suppose them to be men, 
and therefore endued with natural principles. And though 
there is not enough in nature to convert men, yet doth 
grace find some advantage in nature for its reception, and 
somewhat which it may improve for a further good: other- 
wise we might as well plead with beasts as men.” 

The Puritans were far from occupying Barth’s position, 
who declares that there is no “point of contact” between 
God and the sinner. 


Their Intellectual Presentation of the Truth 

No one can read the sermons of the Puritans, or study 
the vehemence of their “Uses” and “Applications,” with- 
out being impressed by the way in which these gospel 
preachers addressed themselves to man’s reason. Sin and 
rebellion are regarded by them as utterly unreasonable, 
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and so they employ the arguments of reason in their en- 
deavors for the conversion of men. This explains the many 
headings and sub-headings by which their sermons were 
characterized: it accounts for the many times when they 
list what they call “Objections” and then follow these with 
a series of “Answers.” 

It was almost incredible to the Puritans that an “in- 
telligent” being, such as man, should be at enmity with God. 
John Howe expresses their mind when he writes: “Two 
things I shall take notice of, as very necessary to be re- 
marked, and most amazingly strange and wonderful, by 
way of introduction, to some further use. 

“First, That ever the spirit of man, a reasonable, intelli- 
gent being, God’s own offspring, and whereto he is not only 
a Maker but a Parent, styled the Father of spirits, should be 
degenerated into so horrid, so unnatural a monster! 

“Secondly, That it should be thus, and they never regret, 
nor perceive it!” 

This “enmity” blinded the mind and corrupted the rea- 
son in man. Men, says John Howe, are “wilfully ignorant of 
God, and are destitute of the knowledge of him out of 
choice.” This willful ignorance has to be confronted with 
the presentation of the light of truth. If men perish, they 
will do so knowing how “unreasonable” it is. 

The Puritans held to the belief in the perspicuity of 
Scripture, and they applied that belief to their preaching 
in the conviction that truth must convince the mind. They 
marshalled the evidence and piled up the arguments. They 
knew, of course, that argument alone could not avail to 
convert a man, but they strenuously believed that the en- 
lightenment of the Holy Spirit came by God’s grace and 
mercy through the reasoning that was based on Scripture. 
Says Thomas Cole, “There is a twofold knowledge belong- 
ing to faith; one leading to it, the other . . . arising from it 

. God has appointed hearing the word, as a necessary 


means of faith: He will not immediately speak to our hearts 
by his Spirit; but has appointed His word to be first spoken 


to our ears, and promised that way to let it down into our 
hearts. Thus faith comes by hearing.” 


In this connection it is arresting to observe the phraseo- 
logy of the Puritan who is preaching with conversion as his 
aim. Says John Howe, “The present design is . . . to pro- 
cure thy salvation, and therefore to admonish and instruct 
thee.” Says Richard Sibbes: “All grace comes into the soul 
by the understanding.” Conversion must begin with a literal 
change of the “mind”: it must turn from its ignorance, 
from its indifference to spiritual truth, and from its error. 

This emphasis on reason does not reduce the gospel to 
mere rationalism, however. While there is nothing unrea- 
sonable in the call of the gospel and in the truths of salva- 
tion, there is much that is “beyond” reason. The light 
of reason and the light of faith are compared. The Puri- 
tans held that the light of reason lies in the evidence of the 
thing itself, as it falls under a human understanding: the 
light of faith lies in the infallible certainty of divine testi- 
mony. Faith sees not the causes of things in themselves, 
but in God alone. “Faith touches the soul in the most 
sensible part of it, gathers up the mind and thoughts of a 
man into a close and serious debate with himself, about 
those things which he believes in .reference to himself . 
This is the power and dominion that faith has over us, 
being the highest principle in man: it overcomes all con- 


tradictions from the flesh, answers all carnal objections, 7 


thoroughly persuades a man, firmly establishes the heart in 


the belief of the present truth; so that we become unmov- . 


able from the hope of the gospel.” 

This statement, however, leads us to the all-important 
emphasis in the Puritan doctrine of Conversion, sary: 
the absolute necessity for a divine operation. 


Their Belief in the Power of God 

The Puritans gave all the glory for a sinner’s conversion 
to that effectual grace by which it was brought about. 

Says John Owen: “This saving grace, whereby the Lord 
converteth or regenerateth a sinner, translating him from 
death to life, is either external or internal. External con- 
sisteth in the preaching of the Word, etc., whose operation 
is by the way of moral persuasion, when by it we beseech 
our hearers ‘in Christ’s stead’ that they would be reconciled 
unto God (2 Cor. 5:20); and this in our conversion is the 
instrumental organ thereof, and may be said to be a suffi- 
cient cause of our regeneration, inasmuch as no other in the 
same kind is necessary. It may also be resisted in sensu 
diviso, abstracting from that consideration wherein it is 
looked on as the instrument of God for such an end. 

. Internal grace is by divines distinguished into the 
first or preventing grace, and the second following co-operat- 
ing grace. The first is that spiritual vital principle that is 
infused into us by the Holy Spirit, that new creation and 
bestowing of new strength, whereby we are made fit and 
able for the producing of spiritual acts, to believe and yield 
evangelical obedience: ‘For we are the workmanship of God, 
created in Christ Jesus unto good works’ (Eph. 2:10). By 
this God ‘gives us a new heart, and a new spirit he puts 
within us,’ He ‘takes the stony heart out of our flesh, and 
gives us an heart of flesh,’ He ‘puts his spirit within us, to 
cause us to walk in his statutes’ (Ezk. 36:26, 27). 

“Now, this first grace is not properly and formally a vital 
act, but causaliter only, in being a principle moving to 
such vital acts within us. It is the habit of faith bestowed 
upon a man, that he may be able to eliciate and perform 
the acts thereof, giving new light to the understanding, 
new inclinations to the will, and new affections to the heart; 
for the infallible efficacy of which grace it is that we plead 
against the Arminians.” ; 

John Owen here introduces the important subject of 
regeneration, apart from which—in the Puritan doctrine— 
there is no conversion. The very phrase “converteth or re- 
generateth” with which the quotation began serves as an 
illustration, however, of a somewhat loose employment of 
these two terms by the Puritans. They knew that regenera- 
tion was essential to conversion, but did not always make 
careful definition in their use of these terms. Baxter makes 
an attempt at definition, but he also confuses them. Stephen 
Charnock in his work, The Nature of Regeneration, comes 
out with an exceedingly precise definition. He writes: “Re- 
generation is a spiritual change, conversion is a spiritual 
motion. In regeneration there is given us a principle to turn; 
conversion is our actual turning . . . Conversion is related 
to regeneration, as the effect to the cause.” 

Regeneration, then, is that act of God by which the power 
to turn and come to Christ is imparted. Regeneration is a 
miracle: it is the act of God alone. Says Thomas Goodwin: 
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THE ARCHAEOLOGY OF THE NEW TESTAMENT 





7: Archaeology 
and the 


Early Church 


n the autumn of 1954 from the bombed ruins east of Saint 
Paul’s Cathedral in London emerged a little shrine of 
| Mithras, the Persian god of the sun. The existence of this 
shrine had, indeed, been long suspected, for it is now many 
years since a piece of Mithraic sculpture was found not far 
away in Bond Court by the Wallbrook. The fragment came 
from a statuette of the god, and bore the inscription: 
“Ulpius Silvanus, discharged soldier of the Second Legion, 
pays his vow.” 


The Roman Soldiers’ God 


Ulpius was no doubt up from Monmouth, where the 
Second Legion was quartered, and visited the shrine of the 
soldiers’ god as a modern visitor to London might attend 
divine service in the Abbey or Saint Paul’s. In some nearby 
shop in the crowded streets of the Roman town, he would 
buy his votive offering, and present it to the deity for life 
preserved. For Mithras was peculiarly the god of the legion- 
aries, brought from the Middle East by the Syrian legions. 
It was probably the swelling notes of the hymn to Mithras, 
sung by thousands of lusty voices as the sun came up, 
which once chilled the hearts of a Roman army waiting to 
defend northern Italy. It was a sign that the legions from 
the East had marched down through the northeastern 
passes, and were beneath their standards in the camp oppo- 
site. That was in 69 A.D., when the Roman occupation of 
Britain was recent news. When Ulpius Silvanus paid his 
vow, the religion which had first found acceptance with the 
garrisons of the Middle East was widely disseminated 
through the whole Roman army. Archaeology, quite notably 
in Britain, has demonstrated the fact. 


Roman Rule in Britain 


The London Mithras shrine is one of a series. There is 
another on the Welsh border, another lies somewhere un- 
der the walls and buildings of York, still awaiting discovery. 
On Hadrian’s Wall, the ruins of which still run from New- 
castle to Carlisle, there are two that are known to us. One 
is in a cave at Borcovicium. This Roman camp sits on the 
crags twenty miles from Hexam, near the little village of 
Wall-on-Tyne. Everyone has seen pictures of the wall run- 
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ning in long, firm sweeps over the cliff tops in this area. It 
is the best preserved portion of Hadrian’s great engineering 
work, and it is here, on a southward-sloping hillside, that 
Borcovicium still shows its streets and walls, the founda- 
tions of its granaries, and the worn cobble stones which 
speak eloquently of the Roman’s four centuries of sojourn 
in the British Isles. 

On the slope below the camp is the cave which housed 
the Mithras chapel of the garrison. There is little left to 
indicate that the legionaries once worshiped here, but one 
inscription has come to light which reveals the depth to 
which the cult touched the soldiers’ emotions. It reads: “To 
the best and greatest god Mithras, the Unconquerable, 
Lord of the Ages, Publius Proculinus, a centurion, dedicates 
this, for himself and his son, in discharge of a vow willingly 
and rightly made.” 


Carrawburgh 

It is the second of the two shrines ‘on the Roman Wall 
which is of greater interest. Indeed, its discovery was quite 
as striking as that of the London shrine. The shrine is at 
Carrawburgh, and came to light accidentally. The British 
summer of 1949 was quite remarkably dry, and with the 
shrinking of a peat bog the outlines of a little place of 
worship came to light which was immediately recognized as 
a Mithraeum. Realizing that winter would again flood the 
ruins, Professor Richmond, the discoverer, made hasty ar- 
rangements for a competent team to examine it. 

The work was a triumph of modern archaeological re- 
search, for the shrine was, after all, not built of brick or 
stone. It was a modest structure of lath and plaster, and 
fragile remains of the sort are uncommonly difficult to in- 
terpret and explain. The archaeologists nevertheless suc- 
ceeded. They were able to demonstrate the periodic destruc- 
tion and restoration of the temple, according as Mithraism 
or Christianity won the ascendancy among the commanding 
officers of the local garrison. They were able to show that 
the building was finally destroyed in the time of: Constan- 
tine, when the Empire became officially Christian. The 
archaeologists’ uncanny sleuthing was able to show that the 
floor of the aisle was strewn with heather, that pine cones 
were used to make an aromatic altar fuel, and that chickens 
and geese were eaten in the ritual feasts associated with the 
cult. 


Mithras, God of the Morning 

Kipling’s picture was right. He pictured a Roman soldier 
standing sentinel on some high watchtower of the wall, 
that wall which so caught the poet’s imagination. North lie 
the grey, dreary moors, as they lie below Borcovicium still, 
with their steely tarns forbidding in the heather. All man- 
ner of evil seemed to lurk in the northern wastes which 
Rome never surely conquered, and the soldier’s heart has 
fed full in the night watches of those ancient fears which 
have ever stirred in men who grasp their weapons and peer 
out into the night. The sun springs up, and the legionary 
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lifts his spear in salutation as the trumpets ring out from 
guard post to guard post. 

Mithras, God of the Morning, our trumpets waken the Wall, 
Rome is above the nations, but thou art over all. 

In the early Persian religion, where his figure first ap- 
pears, Mithras, like the Roman Jupiter, was associated with 
light. He is one of the powers of good, who struggled 
against the forces of darkness and evil. It was a natural 
step to associate him with the sun, especially at its rising. 
Mithras, the legend said, had sprung miraculously from a 
rock, and first found worship among the shepherds of the 
countryside. After his birth, said the myth, the god set out 
on a series of toilsome adventures like the Greek Heracles. 
Chief among these was his contest with a mysterious bull, 
which he captured and sacrificed. Mithraic sculptures al- 
ways stress this incident, and seem to imply, by the expres- 
sion on the god’s face, that the sacrifice was a hard and 
painful duty. 


Mithras Shrine in Dieburg 


A Mithras shrine has been discovered at Dieburg in Ger- 
many which is decorated with a series of wall sculptures 
depicting scenes in Mithras’ life. A pair of horses of obscure 
significance come first. A second curious picture appears to 
show the evil one lying in wait for the hero. The third 
panel is more clear. It shows the birth of the god from the 
rock. The doings of the god in panels four and five are 
again beyond interpretation. The incident of the sacred 
bull fills six, seven, and eight. Panel ten shows Mithras 
making his alliance with the sun, while eleven and twelve 
show Mithras ascending the sun’s chariot and going to 
Heaven. A Mithraeum in Rome develops this last theme 
more fully. 

If Publius Proculinus from Borcovicium, or Ulpius Sil- 
vanus from Caerleon, could walk into a modern Christian 
church on Christmas day they would find a few details 
oddly familiar. They would find some significance in the 
Eucharist and Communion services. They would find the 
adoration of the shepherds in hymn and carol something 
within their, experience. The day, December 25, would be 
undoubtedly their own. It was, in fact, Mithras’ birthday, 
captured by the Christian Church. Christ was not born in 
December, for shepherds do not watch their flocks by night, 
“all seated on the ground,” in midwinter Palestine. In the 
4th century, with Christ’s real birthday long since forgotten, 
the Church placed the Nativity Feast on December 25 to 
overlay both Mithras and the gay Saturnalia. 


Christianity the Victor 


There the resemblance ends. To say that the Christian 
Church borrowed doctrine and ritual widely from Mithra- 
ism is quite absurd, and advanced as a theory only by those 
who, regardless of history and established fact, find satisfac- 
tion in such argument. Christianity wor the victory over 
Mithraism for several clear-cut reasons. 

First, it built up a corpus of written records. These docu- 
ments, in plain and simple language, contained, as Angus, 
the authority on the mystery religions has pointed out con- 
vincingly, something none of the rival cults could match, 
the compelling picture of an historic Christ, much more 
appealing in His reality than the legendary Mithras with 
his strange conflicts. They contained, too, a simple and 
relevant body of doctrine, adapted for preaching, evangel- 
ism, and the needs of daily life. 

Secondly, Christianity was universal. Mithraism was for 
men only. Christianity brought a charter of freedom for 


women, children, slaves, and outcasts. It had food for the 
hungriest hearts. 


Thirdly, and this is a point quite strikingly illustrated by 


the discoveries at Carrawburgh, Christianity staked all on | 


salvation by faith. In Mithraism, the devotee progressed 
painfully from rank to rank in the seven degrees of initia- 
tion by stern ordeals. At Carrawburgh there is a coffin- 
shaped stone cell beneath the altar large enough for the 
body of a man. Here those who sought acceptance or ad- 
vancement with the god endured the ordeal of heat. The 
fire blazed on the altar, and underneath the human wor- 
shiper endured the demons of claustrophobia and scorching 
pain. 

It would be difficult to imagine anything more funda- 
mentally different from the religion of Christ. Mithraism 
appealed to the soldiers’ desire for a leader, it touched 
their courage and spirit of endurance, but it was more like 
a secret society than a faith. It left untouched the vast prob- 
lem of evil, and unsatisfied the deepest yearnings of man. 
Repentance, faith, and brotherly love to all men were out- 
side its teaching. That is why today the great uplifted cross 
of St. Paul’s looks down on the wide rubble from which 
Mithras’ shrine emerges. 


AMS 


A writer polled several famous people, asking them their selection for 
the saddest word in the English language. T. S. Eliot: “The saddest 
word in the English language is, of course, ‘saddest.’ Oscar Ham- 
merstein Il: “but . . .” John Dos Passos quoted Keats: “Forlorn! the 
very word is like a bell . . .” Karl Menninger, the psychiatrist: “Un- 
loved.” Bernard M. Baruch: “Hopeless.” Balanchine, the choreographer: 
“The saddest word in any language is ‘vacuum.’“ Truman quoted 
Whittier: 








For all sad words of tongue or pen, 
The saddest are these: “It might.have been!” 


Alexandra Tolstoy: “The saddest word in all languages, which has 
brought the world to its present condition, is ‘atheism.’ ” 


Combine all these and we have the picture of the soul out of Christ. 
He goes on his way to the vacuum of outer darkness, hopeless and 
forlorn, because having accepted the atheism which exalts himself 
to the place of God, he refuses to admit that he is loved by God, 
“but” goes to the saddest extremity of defiance against God. “For- 
lorn” is but the English pronunciation of the German Verloren, which 
means lost. While you are still in the “yet may be” of “Now is the 
accepted time, behold now is the day of salvation” (2 Cor. 4:6), and 
before you come, endlessly, to the “It might have been,” turn to 
Christ and trust in Him. 
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THE INVISIBLE WAR 





CHAPTER 14 part 2 


THE WORLD, THE FLESH, AND THE DEVIL 


By DONALD GREY BARNHOUSE 


of the sins of man result in the defeat of Satan’s larger 

purposes, and that Satan is frustrated in his attempt to 
regiment the human race because man wishes to follow his 
own propensities for carnality or worldliness rather than 
accede to the desire of Satan to have a perfect kingdom 
which he can show to God as proof of his own ability to 
organize and govern. Let us rather present an analogy which 
will show the interlocking responsibilites of both Satan and 
man for the acts of man. 

A hunter goes into the forest to get a deer and at last 
sees one on a hillside and wounds him. The deer turns and 
crashes out of sight into the woods. After some moments, 
the hunter reaches the spot where the deer had been when 
shot and begins to follow the bloody trail. He goes on and 
on, up and down the pathless forest, and ultimately comes 
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to a stream where the prey has eluded him by going in the ° 


water for some distance and coming out at an unknown 
spot. The man searches in vain and finally gives up in de- 
feat and goes home. Some weeks later a certain village is 
struck with an epidemic of enteric fever. An investigation 
reveals that a wounded deer, infected with the typhoid 
bacillus, has fallen into the water supply and, unable to 
rise, has died there. Who is responsible for the epidemic, the 
hunter or the deer? Of such differences are great theological 
arguments sometimes made. The hunter is Satan; the deer 
is man. Satan fired the fiery dart; man was wounded. Man 
has the nature that is susceptible to wounding, and out of 
his fall has come all the ills that infect the world today. 


The Flesh 

Let us now consider in detail the flesh, the world, and 
the devil. We are defining the “flesh” in its metaphorical 
meaning. We do not refer to the soft substance of the living 
body, which covers the bones and is penetrated with blood. 
God created that flesh and gave it to man, and the proper 
use of its every function is normal, natural, and moral. 
There is no sin involved in any thing in connection with 
the human body in itself. But there is a figurative meaning 
of the word flesh (especially when it is used in antithesis 
to the spirit), which has an ethical sense, and denotes mere 
human nature, the earthly nature of man apart from di- 
vine influence, and, therefore, prone to sin and opposed to 
God. It is this flesh which has frequently debased the body 
and turned some of its highest functions into the most ig- 
noble. But we must be careful of the word flesh as having 
to do merely with the sins of the body. It is true, as we 
shall see, that fleshly sins tend to vice and depravity and 
worldly sins sometimes tend to nobility of character. But 
we follow Luther in his Preface to the Epistle to the Ro- 
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mans, where he writes, “Thou must not understand ‘flesh,’ 
therefore, as though that only were ‘flesh’ which is connect- 
ed with unchastity, but St. Paul uses ‘flesh’ of the whole 
man, body and soul, reason and all his faculties included, 
because all that is in him longs and strives after the flesh.” 

There is a definite way for the Christian to deal with the 
flesh quite different from the way he must deal with tempta- 
tions from the world or from the devil. After the whole man 
has been surrendered to God in that acknowledgment of 
His lordship as a general principle, and after we have given 
ourselves over to Him for what the Bible calls the cruci- 
fixion of self, there must be a definite flight from the temp- 
tations of the flesh. “Flee also youthful lusts” (2 Tim. 2:22); 
“flee fornication” (1 Cor. 6:18); “abstain from fleshly lusts 
which war against the soul” (1 Pet. 2:11). The watchword 
against temptations of the flesh is: flight. 


The World 

The world, also, is not to be considered in its literal 
meaning but in its symbolic. We do not refer to the earth 
globe, or its inhabitants, and only secondarily to the un- 
godly multitude, the whole mass of men alienated from 
God, and therefore hostile to the cause of Christ. We use 
the definition which the Oxford English Dictionary gives: 
“worldly affairs; the aggregate of things earthly; the whole 
circle of earthly goods, endowments, riches, advantages, 
pleasures, etc., which, although hollow and frail and fleet- 
ing, stir desire, seduce from God, and are obstacles to the 
cause of Christ.” It is of all this that Satan is the prince. 


The world operates entirely by the senses. The Lord de- 
clared that the world could never receive the Holy Spirit 
because they could not see Him (John 14:17). He announc- 
ed its antagonism when He told the disciples that they were 
not to expect treatment differing from that which He Him- 
self had received, and which led to His death. “If ye were 
of the world, the world would love his own; but because 
ye are not of the world, but I have chosen you out of the 
world, therefore" the world hateth you” (John 15:19). He 
told the Heavenly Father in the garden prayer that “the 
world hath hated them, because they are not of the world, 
even as I am not of the world” (John 17:14). It was into 
this environment that the resurrected Lord sent His dis- 
ciples (John 17:18), announcing that He had already over- 
come it (John 16:33). 

The further teaching of the New Testament on this word 
is most enlightening. It is revealed to us that God has 
made the wisdom of this world foolish, and that no one 
can know God by means of it (1 Cor. 1:20). He has told 
us that the devil is in the world (1 John 4:4), and that be- 
fore we were saved we walked in its course, according to 
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the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that now is 
at work among the unsaved, the children of disobedience 
(Eph. 2:2). 


Adorning 

Perhaps one of the most significant statements made 
about the world is hidden under the translation that has 
been given to the word in a passage in Peter. The subject 
under discussion is the fact that Christian wives should be 
in subjection to their husbands even if the latter were un- 
saved, and that such a man might be won by the behavior 
of his Christian wife who was to live for the universe of the 
spiritual, the hidden things of the heart. In the English 
the translation reads: “Whose adorning let it not be the 
outward adorning of plaiting the hair, and us wearing of 
gold, or of putting on of apparel” (1 Pet. 3:3). There have 
been some who have interpreted this passage as a prohibi- 
tion against the wearing of any golden ornaments of any 
kind. That it is not a prohibition is readily seen by apply- 
ing the ban to braiding the hair or to wearing clothing. 
The thought of being unkempt or nude is not in the pas- 
sage. But when we realize that the word that is translated 
“adorning” is the same as that rendered “world” in more 
than a hundred passages, the verse is not only explained 
but becomes powerful in its appeal for separation from the 
world. “Whose world, let it not be the world of the beauty 
shop, the jeweler or the dressmaker, but let it be the hidden 
man of the heart, in that which is not corruptible, even the 
world of the meek and quiet spirit, which is in the sight 
of God of great price” (1 Pet. 3:4). 


In like manner, we can understand the numberless 


“worlds” that attract men of different temperaments and 
woo them away from God. Several years ago during a series 
of meetings in Boston a young man, then an instructor in 
Harvard, came to talk with me at the request of a Christian 
relative. The young man simply was not interested in the 
gospel, and his eagerness to terminate the appointment 
which had been made for him by loving zeal was most ap- 
parent. He was not interested in the gospel, he said, and I 
took him to the Word to show him why this was true. We 
read together, “And this is the condemnation, that light is 
come into the world, and men loved darkness rather than 
light, because their deeds were evil” (John 3:19). He was 
roused to a display of anger and spoke against those of us 
who were always looking for evil in the lives of other peo- 
ple. I stopped him, saying, “Do not misunderstand. I am 
not accusing you of having killed anybody, or of having 
spent the weekend in immorality or of having plagiarized 
another man’s thesis. Your evil deed may consist in sitting 
in the stacks of the Widener Library thrilling with joy be- 
cause you have discovered the answer to some problem 
about Shakespeare’s plays which has puzzled scholars. If it 
keeps you away from God, the world of books is as evil as 
the world of banditry or the world of lust.” He was molli- 
fied, quite willing to be kept from God by the world of 
learning, and somewhat proud that he belonged to that 
world, and glad that it could be recognized that he did 
not belong to worlds of moral evil. He was a good man 
with a world between him and God. 


Love Not the World 
It makes no difference what the nature of your world is. 
If it keeps you from God, it is evil. The relationship be- 
tween a career that is held in fief from God and one that 
is held by the soul of and for itself, is the same as that 
between marriage and adultery. The doctor, for example, 
holding as a gift from God his skill in which he wishes the 
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-Lord to be exalted has a career that is as honorable as mar- 


riage. The doctor who holds his work as his own attain- 
ment and which he loves for himself and for itself, has a , 
career. that is as dishonorable. as adultery. He loves the 
world and has been engulfed by it. Perhaps, with this, we. 
can comprehend why the Lord said, “Love not the world, 
neither the things that are in the world. If any man love 
the world, the love of the Father is not in Him. For all 
that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of 
the eyes, and the pride of life, is not of the Father, but is 
of the world. And the world passeth away, and the lust 
thereof, but he that doeth the will of God abideth for 
ever” (1 John 2:15-17). 

There is a definite way for the Christian to deal with 
the world, quite different from the way he must deal with 
temptations from the flesh or from the devil. After the 
whole man has been surrendered to God in that acknow- 
ledgment of His lordship as a general principle, and after 
we can say with Paul, “God forbid that I should glory, save 
in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom the world 
is crucified unto me, and I unto the world” (Gal. 6:14), 
there must be a definite turning away from conformity to 
the world. “He hath set eternity in the heart,” (Ecc. 3:11 
RSV). Knowing this, we have victory. “This is the victory 
that overcometh the world, even our faith” (1 John 5:4). 
As we continue in faith we shall be more and more con- 
formed to the image of God’s Son, and thus we will learn 
the meaning of “be not conformed to this world” (Rom. 
12:2). The watchword against the world is: faith. 


The Devil 


There remains to be considered the special nature of the 
temptations that come to us directly from the devil. We can 
treat this point more briefly here, as this whole work is on 
the general subject and the perusal of the whole will lend 
clarity to this point. In previous chapters, we have shown 


‘the nature of Satan’s sin, and some of the devices he exer- 


cises to deceive the hearts of men. In a future chapter, we 
shall speak of his motives and what we might call his 
religion, so prevalent in our day and yet so ignored for what 
it really is. We do not need to define or illustrate further. 
All that will be needed here is to summarize the facts that 
we have seen: namely, that the sphere of the devil’s great 
interest is the spirit of man, that he wishes to keep the de- 
based and fallen spirit of man from looking to God as the 
true source of guidance and light, and that he wishes man 
to turn and adore him. Some men do give themselves to 
him, and these become those terrible blind leaders of the 
blind, the children of the devil (John 8:44). They will 
have a much worse eternal punishment for the Lord said 
that some would be beaten with many stripes. Most men, 
however, will be beaten with fewer stripes (Lk. 12:48) than 
these. They have not truly followed the devil to become his 
children. They have fallen before the lesser sins of con- 
formity to the world or the still lesser sins of the body. The 
very least of sins is, of course, very heinous, for men who 
live in such sins are children of wrath. But “He knoweth 
our frame; he remembereth that we are dust” (Psa. 103:14). 
This is why all manner of sins and blasphemy can be for- 
given a man who is a child of wrath. But the blasphemy 
against the Holy Spirit, which is the sin of a child of the 
devil, is the denial of the working of God in the heart and 
life, and the ascription of that work to a base source. This 
is unpardonable; it is a most devilish sin and places a man 
beyond hope. (Any one concerned that he might have been 
guilty of this sin may take hope in the fact that spiritual 
(Continued on page 37) 
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By HERBERT HENRY EHRENSTEIN 


UNIT B: THE EXILE AND ITS PROBLEMS 
AUGUST 7, 1955 


The Exiles in Babylon 


Psalm 137:1—6; Jeremiah 29:1—14; Daniel 3 
Printed Text: Psalm 137:1-6; Daniel 3:13-18 
Devotional Reading: Isaiah 40:1-8 


DATES AND In order for us to under- 
SETTINGS stand this lesson ade- 

uately, we must realize that there were 
three distinct deportations of people from 
Palestine to Babylon during the régime of 
Nebuchadrezzar: one was c. 598 B.C.; the 
second at the fall of Jerusalem, 587-586 
B.C.; and the third c. 581 B.C. The passage 
in Jeremiah refers to the first deportation. 
The passage in the Psalms and the one from 
Daniel are undoubtedly to be ‘dated after 
the final captivity, when the Jews were in 
exile in Babylon. The mention of the Plain 
of Dura (Dan> 3) suggests an area near the 
city of Babylon where the image of Nebuch- 
advezzar was set up. 


INTRODUCTION Many of our readers do 
not know what a terrible 
upheaval can come into the life of a person 
who is forced to remove from his home and 
find lodging elsewhere. We think particu- 
larly of those who, in time of war, are 
bombed out of their homes, or routed out 
by enemy or allied forces who give an hour's 
notice, or none and then move in. Or, con- 
sider those whom we call Displaced Persons; 
their problems are great. The necessity for 
beginning life over again as it were is suffi- 
cient to bring turmoil and frustration into 
their lives; many of them never truly re- 
cover from the shock. Then consider the 
pans le of Judah, forcibly ejected from the 
nd which had been their home for much 
if not all of their lifetime till that fateful 
moment. And then, to settle down in a 
foreign land, with little p: of seeing 
again the fatherland which had been home 
to them. It was not easy, even though Jere- 
miah had predicted a return after seventy 
years. That might prove encouraging to 
the youngsters, but the older folk would not 
live to see the “promised land” again. We 
can well understand the lament of which 
the 137th Psalm speaks. 


The Exposition 
PSALM 137:1-6 This Psalm is modern in 
the light of the shelter our 


land has given to so many D.P.’s in recent 
eee They come to us out of deep sorrow 
‘or the most part—a sorrow which many of 
them manage to keep beneath the surface. 
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If we Americans, unaccustomed to grief as 
we are, fail to understand their moments of 
reflection and dejection, let us turn again 
to the 137th Psalm and visualize how the 
Jews felt in Babylon. The same holds true, 
in many cases, for the D.P. in Chicago, Los 
Angeles, New York, or Philadelphia. How 
can they always enter into the frivilous joys 
and pleasures of our happiness-crazed land? 
How can one who has loowe deep sorrow 
lightly fritter away the hours? It might be 
good for more of us to face the burdensome 
grief that these ancient Jews in exile felt 
and which prompted the writing of these 
words. The exiles used to gather at the 
water’s edge for fellowship and meditation 
on the truths of God. Even in a distant 
land where they were unknown, they did 
not forget to practice their religion. As a 
matter of fact, we might say, this experience 
motivated them to a deeper religious faith 
than ever! It was out of these gatherings at 
the water’s edge for prayer and meditation 
that the later synagogue system (of Jesus’ 
day) came into existence. In the absence 
- the Temple, the synagogue service was 
rh. 

We can almost picture the exiles, sad, 
disconsolate, dreary—sitting by the rivers 
of Babylon with their captors watching 
them and occasionally mocking them with 
taunts as verse 3: “Come on, don’t be bash- 
ful! Sing us some of your religious songs!” 
And the reply came back: “How can we 
sing the Lord’s song in a foreign land?” 
This is the response of deep grief; the re- 
ply of those who suffered much and lost 
much. And grief is often a practical means 
of bringing a straying child of God back to 
the Father's house. History is replete with 
illustrations of those who have come back 
to the Lord from a dissolute life of wander- 
ing, when the Lord sent sorrow to them. 


JEREMIAH After the first deportation 
29:1-14 to Babylon, Jeremiah the 
prophet wrote a letter to them for the pur- 

of encouragement and instruction; tell- 
ing them how they ought to live and what 
their attitude toward their captors should 
be. It was sent through the lar official 
channels, through the hands of Nebuch- 
adrezzar, so that it could be approved as 
containing no subversive suggestions. Cer- 
tain definite instructions were given to the 
exiles: (1) They were to settle down and 
P re for a long stay—seventy years (v. 
10); (2) the exiles were not to be completely 
dependent on their captors, but were to 
build their own dwellings, and raise their 
own crops, rather than expect the Chald- 
wxans to support them. This was a psycho- 
logical factor for, if the Chaldzans observed 
their captives helping to enrich the land 
and provide for themselves, they might be 
more lenient toward them than if they 
just expected everything to be done for 
them. (3) The production of children was 


very important; the exiles were to increase 
in number rather than decrease. This might 
well be the cause of suspicion on the part 
of the government officials however, since 
increased exiles might become a problem, 
specially if they increased to military pro- 
portions as an “underground” movement. 


This was undoubtedly why Jeremiah im- 
mediately added the next bit of advice. (4) 
They were to be concerned for the welfare 
of the city in which they lived, and pray 
for it and, presumably, its rulers. Such a 
command would set at ease the suspicious 
minds of the Chaldseans, and cause them 
to think of the exiles as “not too bad fel- 
lows after all.” From verses 10 ff., we find 
God’s mighty promise of the return of 
the captives to their own land at the end of 
seventy years. A long period of time, and 
one which many of the exiles did not live 
to see fulfilled, but God’s promises never 
fail. The lessons for August 28 through 
September 11 will treat the return of the 
exiles to Jerusalem. There are some stirring 
words in this section (vv. 10 ff.) that ought 
to be observed in passing. See verse 11, in 
which God tells His people that He has 
lans for them—plans for a future and a 
ope. How true this is of the Christian also. 
And verse 13 is a promise for both saint 
and sinner: “You will seek me and find me; 
when you seek me with all your heart, I 
will be found by you . . .” How great has 


been our seeking? 
DANIEL 3 The story of this chapter 
is an old one, familiar to 
most Bible readers. Yet, it ever contains new 
truth for us as we give our attention to it. 
King Nebuchadrezzar determined to have 
a statue or image put up on the plain of 
Dura which would be a place of worship. 
At a given signal during the day—the sound 
of music—the populace were commanded to 
fall down, prostrate themselves before the 
image in worship. All who refused—if any 
would be so bold—would be put to death by 
the process of burning in a fiery furnace. 
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego (whose 
real names were Hananiah, Mishael, and 
Azariah) were exiles from the captivity 
of Judah, carried into Babylon, and raised 
to prominence because of the miraculous 
interpretation of Nebuchadrezzar’s dream 
on Daniel’s part. They were given high, 
responsible positions (Dan. 2:49) in Baby- 
lon. However, they were still rege And 
when the question of idolatry hit them— 
even the possibilities of bowing down be- 
fore a man-made image—their religious na- 
tures, sharpened by exile, rebelled. 

The report came to the king that these 
Jews in high office (and the report appears 
to be filled with sarcasm for they were un- 
doubtedly envied for gaining such respon- 
sibilities over Chaldzan equals (see v. 12)) 
were rebelling against the king’s order; what 
was he going to do about it? The king in- 
terviewed the three Hebrews and was in- 
furiatéd by their response. The obvious 
result was a committal to the fiery furnace. 
Verse 25 has often been taken to mean that 
Jesus Christ was in the furnace with the 
three Hebrews. That is not what the text 
says. The King James text, it is true, says 
“... the son of God . . .” but the revisions 
correct this and render it “a son of God” or 
“a son of the gods.” Thus, what Nebuch- 
adrezzar saw in the furnace was an angelic 
apparition sent by the Lord to guard and 

rotect the faithful ones. There is no need 
for us to read Jesus Christ into this fur- 
nace; nor does our insistence upon an an- 
gelic being do violence to Scripture, ‘for the 
Bible often speaks of angels as the “sons 
of s 


Let it be noted in closing this lesson that 
the loyalty these three Hebrews had for 
their God had rich rewards, not only for 
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themselves but for the change in attitude of 
Nebuchadrezzar the king. Even when we 
are faced with the furnaces of human afflic- 
tion which the Lord permits to come to us, 
our unmoving stand upon divine truth and 
His will should be a foregone conclusion. 
JULY 24, 1955 


The Southern Kingdom Overthrown 
2 Kings 24:20b—25:21; Jeremiah 38:1—39:14 
Printed Text: 2 Kings 24:20b—25:12 
Devotional Reading: 2 Chronicles 36:14-20 


DATES AND This week’s lesson takes us 
SETTINGS to the capital city of the 
southern kingdom, Jerusalem, where the 
account is given of its fall and the capture 
and exile of the residents of the kingdom, 
the incarceration of the king and his fate 
in a l'fe of blindness. There is also the story 
of Jeremiah’s warning ministry. Thus, since 
the situation revolves about the captivity, 
the date can be set at 587-586 B.C. 


INTRODUCTION ‘There are two principal 

lessons which can_ be 
learned from this study—practical issues for 
our own day as well. One is that rebellion 
against the will of God is always futile and 
stupid. When God clearly makes known 
His will and way, through persons, cir- 
cumstances or through His Word, and we 
obstinately refuse to surrender to it, it is 
plain that we shall suffer the consequences, 
for God will not allow His purposes to be 
turned aside or upset by the arrogant voli- 
tion of any of His servants. Our place of 
blessing lies within His plan and it should 
be our ardent desire to be constantly in 
that place of blessing. When Zedekiah was 
so obviously confronted with the will of 
God by Jeremiah and so definitely rebelled, 
there could come nothing else but trouble 
and remorse later. The words of St. Paul 
come sharply to us at this point: “Be not 
deceived, God is no mocked... .” 

The other lesson to be learned herein 
is that of patience in the midst of trial 
and testing; and oh, how we all need to 
learn this lesson more thoroughly. Jeremiah 
faced situations which would have stunned 
and challenged us, and most of us would 
probably have lost confidence in the Lord’s 
ability to assist us. Yet, Jeremiah’s patience 
and endurance are shining examples to us 
who may yet face even further tests of our 
faith. 


The Exposition 


2 KINGS 24: The lesson begins with re- 
20b—25:7 bellion! What a. start! 
And yet this is so characteristic of so much 
of our slives. We rebel against situations, 
against what our friends and associates do 
to and for us, against even things which 
are for our own good; and often, we rebel 
against the Lord! So associated is this re- 
bellion of Zedekiah with what follows in 
chapter 25 that the RSV attaches the last 
part of verse 20 in chapter 24 to the open- 
ing of the new chapter to complete the 
thought. While Zedekiah’s rebellion was, in- 
deed, against the heathen king Nebuch- 
adrezzar—and this might seem justifiable— 
yet Jeremiah the prophet had clearly warn- 
ed the youthful king that it was futile to 
attempt to outsmart or withstand the 
Babylonian king for it was God’s means of 
punishment upon Judah for their sins. Yet, 
Zedekiah rebelled! His rebellion was, there- 
fore, not alone against Nebuchadrezzar, but 
against Jeremiah—and against the Lord. 
How rash such an action sounds, and yet 
how commonplace it is when we analyze 
our own experiences and hidden eee 
at rebellion against the will of the Lord for 
us. 
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Educational-Type — 
Gospel Light _ 
BIBLE Lessons 


will revitalize your Sunday School! 


Gospel Light Sunday school lessons 
will help your Sunday school achieve 
definite spiritual goals! 


First and foremost, you want to 
give your pupils the basic message 
of the Word of God. Bible-centered 
Gospel Light lessons promote this 
objective above all others. They pre- 
sent the Scriptures clearly and pow- 
érfully to win pupils to Christ and 
establish them in radiant Christian 
living. 


Second, you want to fix perma- 
nently in the minds of your mem- 
bers an orderly view of the entire 
Bible. Built on sound educational 
principles, Gospel Light lessons un- 
fold the Word gradually, logically, 
and systematically. Thus they will 
help you end forever the ~— of 
having young lives in Sunday school 





for ten to fifteen years who gain 
only a vague and inadequate grasp 
of the Scriptures. With Gospel 
Light lessons your members will ac- 
quire what many leaders have called 


the equivalent of Bible institute — 


training. All materials are correctly 
graded, meeting year by year the 
changing needs of the pupils. 


Third, you want to provide inspira- 
tion and encouragement to all asso- 
ciated with your Sunday school. 
Gospel Liglit materials are not onl 

fascinating and helpful to pupils 








but stimulating and satisfying to 
teachers as well, With Gospel Light 
lessons teachers rejoice because of 
personal improvement in their 
teaching ability. New assurance and 
spiritual victory often follow. 


Fourth, you want to prepare your 
pupils for vital service in your 
church. Gospel Light lessons de- 
velop church consciousness and loy- 
alty which lead to church member- 
ship and to faithful cooperation in 
the program of the church on a 
strong spiritual level. 


Use Gospel Light materials and 
give your Sunday school a fresh 
spiritual uplift! Examine Gospel 
Light Sunday school lessons at 
your local Christian bookstore or 
write for further information. 
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The Babylonians were well schooled -in 
the art of warfare and siege; they were ex- 

rienced in anticipating all possible sub- 
terfuge of their enemies and covered all 
possible exists through which escapees 
might travel. For two years, apparently, this 
blockade was maintained (vv. 1, 2); so 
severe was the experience that a terrible 
famine set in and there was no food for 
the le. Verse 4 tells of the attempted 
flight of the leaders of the land—not only 
to escape Nebuchadrezzar’s armies, but to 
escape the wrath and rebellion of the people 
who were probably interested in surrender- 
ing to avoid the horrible death by starva- 
tion. Nevertheless, the attempted escape was 
short-lived; the Chaldzans pursued these 
mili officials and capfured them. In 
typical Babylonian fashion, the offspring of 
the king were brutally killed before his eyes 
and then, also in typical fashion, the king’s 
eyes were burned out, probably with a hot 
iron. This served a dual purpose: to punish 
him for the trouble he caused; and to 
render him useless as a monarch in the 
future, even assuming escape was possible. 
Thus, in his blindness, the king of Judah 
was carried captive to Babylon as a result 
of his rebellion. 


The remaining portion of 
the assigned section in the 
pea of 2 Kings tells of the carnage and 
destruction in the Holy City as the Baby- 
lonian host entered and wreaked vengeance 
upon the hated city, and its inhabitants. 
Keep in mind at this point that as the 
people of Judah were led through the 
débris of their beloved city toward Babylon, 
the Edomites stood by mocking and pre- 
venting the escape of any who might try 
for that freedom (See Obadiah 10-14). Only 
a small percentage of the population of 
Judah was permitted to remain in the 
land—the “poorest of the land”—for the 
urposes of vinedressing and plowing. Verse 
21 knells the sorrowful note:.“. . . Judah 
was taken into exile out of its land.” 


+ eg 25: 


Now, let us give our at- 
tention to the same scene, 
but Took at it through the e be of the prop- 
het Jeremiah who performed God’s ministry 
of warning. Here was one of God’s spokes- 
men, declaring the counsel of the Lord, and 
urging the populace to surrender to the 
enemy. It is easy to see how the nationalis- 
tically-minded among the people would 
think of Jeremiah in terms of a fifth col- 
umnist, a member of the underground, 
dedicated to the overthrow of the govern- 
ment. For, after all, was he not challenging 
the people to give in to the Chaldzans? 
Certainly, from their pious, bigoted view- 
point, God would never call upon them to 
thus surrender the Holy City. Consequently, 
there was soon a conspiracy to ease Jere- 
miah out of the picture—quietly, of course, 
for the people accepted his ministry as from 
the Lord. What a parallel here to the min- 
istry of our Lord whom the leaders of 
Israel tried to do away with before the 
populace realized what.was happening. The 
conspiracy against Jeremiah is found in 
verse 4. And notice, in passing, the vascilla- 
tion of the weak-kneed king Zedekiah (v. 
5); what could be more indicative of his 
lack of backbone than this limp statement? 
The result was the incarceration of Jere- 
miah in a foul-smelling cistern, and as he 
was let down into the pit, he sank into the 
mud on the floor. The pu of these 
conspirators was to let the prophet die 
there. After all, why let there be another 
mouth to feed in a time of famine; the 
populace, when they missed Jeremiah, 
would assume he had fied the city. 
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JEREMIAH We might speculate at this 
38:7-13 int as to what our own 
feelings would be had we been in Jere- 
miah’s position. It is easy enough to say 
that we would have stood firm to the end; 
yet would we? What about the far less trials 
and difficulties we face in our lives which 
almost drive us to distraction? We do not 
know if Jeremiah complained or whether 
he bowed submissively to the will of the 
Lord, chastening though it might have 
been. But the Lord did not forget His 
servant. He does things in strange ways at 
times. Here, He sent an Ethiopian—an out- 
cast from the Temple of Judah—to inter- 
cede for Jeremiah before the king, and the 
vascillating king reversed his former affirma- 
tion and released the prophet from his 
dungeon imprisonment. Observe, too, how 
ceases the Nubian lifted the prophet out 
of the dungeon—so different from the means 
used to dispose of Jeremiah in the first 
place. While we know little about Ebed- 
melech (lit., servant of the king), we may 
surmise that he had been touched by the 
prophet’s earnestness and message; perhaps 
he may have been a convert of Jeremiah. 


JEREMIAH Zedekiah supposed that 
38:14—39:1 ff. Jeremiah would proclaim 
a new message now that he had had a taste 
of the pit; perhaps he would prophesy of 
victory and glory instead of surrender and 
defeat. But the message of the Lord’s ser- 
vant does not change with circumstances 
which pertain to his own life. And so Jere- 
miah again repeated his challenge: sur- 
render to the Chaldeans and be spared; 
continue to rebel and face loss! But the 
weak king refused to heed the prophet’s 
message; he feared the reaction of his sub- 
jects and especially those who were so na- 
tionalistically minded that they had dis- 
posed of Jeremiah in the first place. How 
tragic it is when a man fears the criticism 
of men rather than the command of God. 
Yet again, we say: let us examine our own 
lives and see the parallel. The final part 
of the study repeats what 2 Kings por- 
trayed—the destruction of the city, the exile 
of the people, and the blindness of the king. 
How sad that the disregard of God’s Word 
led to the hardship and suffering of the 
exile. Yet, because of their sin, the people 
had wanted it that way! 


JULY 31, 1955 
The People Left in Judah 


2 Kings 25:10-12; Jeremiah 40-44 
Printed Text: Jeremiah 42:1b, 5-7, 10, 
19; 43:2, 4, 7; 44:15-18, 23 
Devotional Reading: Ecclesiastes 5:1-5 


The three main points of 
SETTINGS interest in the lesson for 
this week are as follows: (I) Mizpah, a lo- 
cality im the territory of Benjamin, some 
eight miles north of Jerusalem on the main 
highway to Samaria and Galilee, southwest 
of Bethel. It was the civil center of the 
Jews who remained in the land of Pales- 
tine after the captivity had taken place. It 
was also the burial place of Gedaliah. (2) 
Tahpanhes, an Egyptian frontier town for- 
tified in the delta region of the Nile river. 
It was the area to which the Jewish refugees 
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along with Jeremiah and Baruch his sec- 
retary fled after Gedaliah, puppet governor 
of Jerusalem, had been murdered. (3) Chim- 
ham’s caravansary, a sort of Biblical “mo- 
tel” for caravans, near Bethlehem. Chim- 
ham was the son of Barzillai. The events in 
the lesson took place in the years immedi- 
ately after the exile in 587-586 B.C. 


INTRODUCTION "In his commentary on the 

Sunday school lesson in 
Peloubet’s Select Notes, Dr. Wilbur M. 
Smith points out that in all of the eighty 
years in which that notable commentary 
has been published the passage under con- 
sideration has never been treated. It is a 
known fact that some areas of Bible truth 
rarely are treated in the International Les- 
sons but this is really startling. There are a 
number of valuable lessons we can learn 
from a meditation on the text assigned to 
us. It speaks of a time of chaos and unrest; 
a time when everything seemed to be at an 
end. All the hopes and aspirations of the 
people had been dissipated by the dismal 
stroke of the Babylonian captivity. Surely 
the faith of the Jews in exile and those 
relatively few who remained behind must 
have been at a low ebb. Thus it usually 
is when the status quo is upset and plans 
go awry, even today! But in 587 ff. B.C., 
with their national political hopes dashed 
to pieces, the situation was most serious. 
The brief passage in 2 Kings 25:10-12, which 
we considered last week, is brought to our 
attention for setting, that the events sug- 
gested by Jeremiah’s writings might be 
properly located in time. The people who 
were left behind in Palestine to tend the 
ground were disturbed as to God’s will for 
their lives. Subsequent events served to per- 
plex them more, especially when violence to 
the point of murder and intrigue took over. 
Jeremiah was God’s spokesman for that 
group, but his voice and message went un- 
heeded in the light of the selfish personal 
desires of the people. 


The Exposition 


JEREMIAH The prophet Jeremiah 
40:1-6 had been taken, as had 
the other captives, to be deported to Baby- 
lon. However, the Babylonian officials, hear- 
ing of what had appeared to be treasonous 
speeches which Jeremiah had delivered 
prior to the captivity, thought that perhaps 
the prophet was a Chaldzan ally after all. 
It may well be that this was an indirect 
cause of his freedom and permission to 
remain with the remnant of the Jews in 
Palestine. An open door was set before 
Jeremiah: should he go to Babylon, or re- 
main in Palestine to minister to the refugees 
there? The Lord led him to stay on; to 
Daniel and Ezekiel belonged the duty of 
prophesying to the exiles in the strange 
land. In accordance with his leading, Jere- 
miah determined to stay at Mizpah the 
new capital of Judah, and reported to the 
provisional governor, Gedaliah. 


JEREMIAH We do not know much 
40:7-16 about this military gover- 
nor, Gedaliah. However, a thorough medi- 
tation on this portion of the text will give 
us some information about him. Gedaliah 


appears to have been a most considerate . 


ruler, very unlike his superiors. When dele- 
gations came to him from outlying areas, 
interested in what their relationship to the 
new provisional government would be, 
Gedaliah assured them that they had 
nothing to fear from the Chaldzans; that 
he would do all Fey to give a fair 
representation the Babylonian 
throne. In the interim, the people might 
fare well on the fruits and vegetables in 
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(which the land abounded. In other words, 


Gedaliah apparently believed the best of 
everyone for he tried to give his best for 
everyone. The choice of the Babylonians 
might have been a good one except for a 
conspiracy which led to the governor’s mur- 
der. This conspiracy was made known to 
Gedaliah, but use he had such a con- 
fidence in humanity he refused to believe 
that man could stoop to murder. Even when 
Johanan offered to ease the threat out of 
the picture, the governor would not hear 
of it! He simply said (v. 16), “. . . surely 
you are speaking falsely of Ishmael.” 


JEREMIAH One day in October, Gov- 
41:1-18 ernor Gedaliah received 
an official ambassage; eleven men came to 
see him on important business. When he 
invited them in, sought to make them wel- 
come with a banquet in their honor, at a 
preconceived signal these treacherous in- 
dividuals rose up and killed the governor 
of Mizpah-Jerusalem ruthlessly. It would 
seem that all of the trusted officials of the 
late governor, and even the Chaldzan mil- 
itary men who were with him were also 
equally dispatched with little or no pub- 
licity. Thus, when a group of delegates 
from surrounding areas who had heard of 
the destruction of Jerusalem, came with a 
mournful token of sorrow and sympathy, 
they too were ambushed and slain, with few 
exceptions (v. 8). With Ishmael’s coup 
d’état well under way, the coast was clear 





‘ for him to assume leadership in Mizpah in 


the place of the late Gedaliah: this he pro- 
ceeded to do. However, in this risky game 
of intrigue, no one’s life is really safe, and 
it was not long before Ishmael was forced to 
abdicate and flee for his life before Johahan 
who restored some-semblance of order to 
the chaos of the hour. Johanan and his-new 
following departed for Geruth Chimham 
(41:17 RSV) a sort of “motel” for cara- 
vans journeying over the route near Beth- 
lehem. This became the military headquar- 
ters for the time being. 


JEREMIAH In this hectic moment, 
42:1-22 Johanan and his followers 
approached the prophet Jeremiah with a 
request for intercession on their behalf. 
There is something interesting here: in 
verse 2 the people ask Jeremiah to pray “to 
the Lord your God,” obviously not owning 
Him for themselves, either through humil- 
ity (not likely), or feeling that He was not 
interested in them any longer. The proph- 
et, in turn, replies that he will seek “the 
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Lord your God .. .” (v. 4), and tell them 
exactly what the Lord informs him. The 
people are satisfied and mtee that they 
will do whatever the Lord expects of them. 
How it is to agree to follow Him with- 
out thinking carefully of what it may cest 
us. Consider Peter’s boast to go with Jesus 
to the end or the fanciful request of the 
sons of thunder to sit on the right and left 
of the Saviour in His ki ond gsi ng bese 
to agree to His will—until we w 
what it involves! So with these people of 
Jerusalem: “May the Lord be . . . a witness 
against us if we do not act according to 
ail . the Lord . . . sends to us.” When 
J came back with the Lord’s an- 
swer ten days later, it was not what the 
ple wanted, and they refused to submit. 
Clearly, the Lord said “Do not go to t!” 
with promises of judgment. This was His 


will! 

JEREMIAH Yet, just as clearly, the 
43:1-7 ple refused to give 
heed: “You are telling a lie!” (v. 2); “Your 
secretary, Baruch, has set you against us, to 
deliver us to the Chaldzans.” So, in their 
determination to have their own way, wd 

le headed for Egypt, taking Jeremi 

end his scribe along with them. How mod- 
ern it all sounds. Lord, we'll do all you 
want—provided it fits in with our precon- 
ceived plans! “My Jesus, as Thou wilt"—pro- 
vided it is as I will also! “All to Thee, O 
Blest Redeemer, I surrender all”—except 
what I want for my own life and interests. 
What a tragic commentary in verse 7: 
“.. . they came to . . . Egypt, for they did 
not obey the voice of the Lord.” t, in 
Scripture, is always a type of the world—of 
sin! So it is here. 


JEREMIAH This final chapter of our 
43:8—44:30 study is filled with warn- 
ings from the Lord against the people of 
the Jews. They had taken things into their 
own hands and now they must, unless they 
repent, bear the consequences. Look at 44:12 
and 24 for two incongruous statements: 
“. .. the remnant of Judah who have set 


their faces to come to . . . Egypt . . .”; 
“. . . all you of Judah who are in... 
Egypt . . .”! How often can this be said of 


the Lord’s people today! In Christ, but liv- 
ing in Egypt—the world. To all such who 
insist on running their own lives to suit 
themselves, the Lord will bring judgment 
and chastening. He is a jealous God who 
will tolerate no half-hearted submission 
from His followers. To be a follower of 
the Lord involves a total commitment of all 
of self to Him. Nothing less will really do! 


AUGUST 14, 1955 
The Courage of Daniel 
Daniel 1:5 
Printed Text: Daniel 5:17—28 
Devotional Reading: Ephesians 6:10-18 


DATES AND It is quite possible that 
SETTINGS Daniel was taken captive 
from Jerusalem to Babylon in a “prelimin- 
ary captivity” prior to the others, some- 
where around the year 607 or 606 B.C. The 
activities of the assigned portions of the 
lesson took place in Babylon. 


INTRODUCTION While we may not know 
much about the _back- 
ground of Daniel this much is certain: he 
must have had a good bringing-up, with 
moral principles fixed strongly in his make- 
up so that even away from his homeland 
and in the company of the gluttonous 
Chaldzan leaders with their wild revelries, 
his religious principles did not forsake him. 
There is an excellent lesson here for young 
people who may face all sorts of tempta- 
tions and testings in life as they move out 
among the godless world that hates true 
Christianity. There will be temptations to 
compromise a Christian position and ac- 
“oes less than God’s best. 
is is true in many realms of life for 
both fellows and girls. With a steady lower- 


-ing of moral standards under the Satanic 


slogan “everybody’s doing it!” there is, more 
than ever today, a need for the Lord’s young 
people to take a firm stand for Christ and 
the Word of God, regardless of what the 
crowd may say. And the same thing is true 
for older folk as well. There are tendencies 
to go et with the crowd; if they take 
cocktails, why surely just one little cocktail 
won't harm! In fact, some so-called Chris- 
tians have actually talked themselves into 
believing'that they can be better witnesses 
for Christ if they come down to the carnal 
level of the worldling and act as he does. 
This is absurd nonsense, for the worldling 
will have no real respect for a Christian who 
compromises his position. As has so often 
been pointed out, it is much easier to come 
down to a lower spiritual level than to 
bring someone else up to a more exalted 
level. This writer knows of a young man 
who is a university student, claims to be a 
Christian, and yet insists that he can be a 
better witness for Christ by smoking (as he 
does!) and taking an occasional drink (as he 
does!) as well as other carnal practices. The 
question still remains: to what level is this 


“Christian” going to win his converts: his 
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assumed level or the exalted level of close 
fellowship with the Lord? The whole thing 
is ridiculous! We must maintain convictions 
in essential matters at all cost. And in do- 
ing so we have the example of Daniel in 
our lesson. . 


The Exposition 


It is interesting to observe 
that, not long after the 
arrival of the group of exiles from Jerusa- 
lem, the king began a program of indoctrin- 
ation, starting with the young people (v. 
4), a period lasting for some three years of 
daily instruction in the Chaldzan tongue 
and literature. Whatever else they may have 
acquired in the line of learning, it appar- 
ently did not offset the training they had 
received as youngsters in their own religion. 
How important adequate training is for 
children! The Roman Catholic Church 
knows this value, for they have a slogan 
that if they are given a child for the early 
years of his life, he will remain a Roman 
Catholic throughout life. While there are 
exceptions to this, again and again it has 
proved to be true. It is for this reason that 
numbers of evangelical Christians are now 
looking to the Christian Day School and 
Christian High School to train their chil- 
dren and young people. This writer has 
personal knowledge of the advantage some 
of the young people in his church who at- 
tend Christian Day School have over those 
who attend the secular school in the com- 
munity. The brief twenty-minutes of Sun- 
day school instruction once a week—and 
that, often inadequate in content and pres- 
entation—cannot possibly cope with the 
daily exposure to secularism in the public 
school system. Daniel had undoubtedly been 
subjected to rigorous religious training as a 
boy probably at the hand of his parents. 
Then, he was ex to Nebuchadrezzar’s 
schooling in the arts of Chaldza, which 
without doubt left a strong impression 
upon him. But his early childhood instruc- 
tion stood him in good stead. 

At the end of the three-year period, the 
youths stood before the king in a sort of 
“commencement” exercise and received their 
Chaldean names (v. 6). Then came the 
problem of food and drink—things that 
their basic religious convictions would not 
permit them to partake of. What should 
be their attitude? Compromise their con- 
victions? Stand firm in what they believed? 
Daniel and his companions chose the latter 
and offered their guardian to test them out 
as vegetarians for a period of time. The 
test proved conclusively that it was worth 
their while to stand firm in their convictions 
rather than to compromise. They were 
readily accepted by the king and promoted 
early to places of honor among the philo- 
sophers and wise men of the kingdom— 
something that later proved to be the cause 
of rivalfy and jealousy. 

The point of the story of this opening 
chapter is, of course, that the Lord’s people 
are to hold fast to their beliefs and con- 
victions in essential matters and not be 
swayed regardless of the offers or tempting 
suggestions.’ This is so important in a day 
when convictions are waning and men, 
women, and young people of convictions 
are so few. The Lord always blesses His 
own when they rest their case on the Word 
of God and refuse to compromise, no mat- 
ter what the cost. He has promised to honor 
those who honor His Word and stand true 
to its teachings. In an hour when it is easy 
to be swept along with the crowd in an un- 
thinking manner, it costs something to 
maintain your convictions; but what a re- 
ward there is for those who are faithful. 
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DANIEL 5 The fifth chapter of this 

book tells of a drunken 
spree which King Belshazzar held for his 
court. This cha A long enabled critics of 
the Bible to gloat ever what was looked 
upon as obvious error. Verse 30 clearly says 
that Belshazzar was on the throne when 
Babylon fell, whereas the cuneiform records 
of ancient times tell that Nabonidus (Bel- 
shazzar’s predecessor and father) was the 
king when Babylon fell. This a patton to 
be an unmistaken mistake and for a while 
remained unanswered much to the critics’ 
delight. However, it has since been dis- 
covered that at the time of Babylon’s fall, 
Belshazzar was on the throne, ruling as 
co-regent with his father who was away in 
Arabia at the time, allowing his eldest son 
to rule in his place. As for the statement 
in verse 2 that Nebuchadnezzar (and not 
Nabonidus) was Belshazzar’s father, this 
word “father” is to be taken in terms of 
“ancestor,” or as we say in the Gettysburg 
Address, “. . . our fathers... .” 

This materialistic, drunken orgy of Bel- 
shazzar made use of the holy vessels taken 
from the Temple at Jerusalem. And now, 
the land that had brought ruin to Jerusa- 
lem was to have ruin brought to its very 
doors as the Persians conquered them. The 
hand of God was upon this pagan land 
for its desecration of His holy land and 
objects. The well-known “handwriting on 
the wall” came in being before King Beli- 
shazzar who was so terrified that he could 
not speak. And, when the handwriting was 
interpreted by Daniel after the drunken 
feast had broken up, the end was near! 
Whatever the writing might have been, it 
was interpreted by Daniel as: MN’... MN’ 
TQL ...and PRSN. The words, in He- 
brew, signify: mn’ = enumeration; tql — 
weighing or measuring; prs = division or 
separation. Thus, as the interpretation in 
verses 24 and following suggests: “God has 
numbered the days of your kingdom and 
brought it to an end; you have been weigh- 
ed in the balances and found lacking; your 
kingdom is divided and given to the Medes 
and Persians.” 


Once again Daniel, obviously not a part 
of the drunken orgy, was able to think 
clearly, have his mind and reason ready for 
the working of the Lord in him, and pre- 
pared to declare the counsel of God before 
even the half-stupefied king. We, as the’ 
servants of the Lord, never know the mo- 
ment when the Lord will be able to make 
use of us; when it may be His will for us 
to speak a word. But we are to be ready 
at all times—in season and out of season. 
And in such times of crisis when a sha 
clear word of testimony for Christ is n 
ed, we will be best prepared to give that 
word if we have formulated our convictions 
in accordance with the Word of God. 
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NEW BOOKS 





Knowing 


the Doctrines 


of the Bible 


RALPH L. KEIPER, Book Review Editor 


Last month in this column we dis- 
cussed Synthetic Bible Studies, by James 
M. Gray, former President of the Moody 
Bible Institute. We pointed out that 
this work sets before the Bible student 
a book by book study of the Holy Scrip- 
tures. It is now our purpose to discuss 
another method of Bible study. For as 
important as it is to know the Bible 
through a study of each book, it is just 
as important to know the Bible from the 
point of view of its great doctrines. 

The first book which was given to me 
after I came to know the Lord was 
What the Bible Teaches, by R. A. Tor- 
rey. For many years Dr. Torrey was a 
great Bible teacher and conference 
speaker. For some of those years, Dr. 
Torrey taught at the Bible Institute of 
Los Angeles at which school the Editor 
of Ererniry, Dr. Barnhouse, had Dr. 
Torrey for a teacher. Dr. Torrey was a 
stalwart of the faith and Dr. Barnhouse 
has paid him countless tributes for the 
way in which this man of God helped 
him to come to know the great doctrines 
of the faith. 

What the Bible Teaches is divided 
into six main sections dealing with the 
doctrines of God, Jesus Christ, the Holy 
‘Spirit, Man, Angels, the devil or Satan. 
Each of these sections in turn is divided 
into a number of chapters which cover 
the main topic adequately. For example, 
under the topic which deals with the 
doctrine of God, we have some of the 
chapters as follows: God is Spirit; The 
Unity of God; The Eternity of God; 
The Omnipresence of God; The Per- 
sonality of God; The Omniscience of 
God; The Omnipotence of God; The 
Holiness of God; and a number of 
others. Under the division that deals 
with the doctrine of Jesus Christ, we 
have one chapter that covers the doctrine 
of the second coming of our Lord. 


The style of the book presents the 
various doctrines in propositional form. 
Several Scriptures will be quoted on a 
given detail, the references indicated, 
and a conclusion drawn as to what these 
Scriptures teach. Thus there are no 
words wasted in long explanations. You 
almost get the feeling, “Here it is! This 


‘While slanted es; 


is it!” By the time one goes through the 
entire volume one has an excellent 
grasp of the various doctrines of God’s 
Word. 

What the Bible Teaches is properly 
titled. This work does not contain the 
theological systems which men have 
built. Nor does it go into a tedious dis- 
cussion of the philosophical implications 
of the doctrines it sets forth. It sets 
forth the Scriptures alone. 


While in my early years as a believer, 
I cut my spiritual and doctrinal “eye 
teeth” on this volume. It requires study. 
But it is a joy to see the great doctrines 
unfold before your eyes as you follow the 
text of the Bible as you are directed by 
the suggestions of Dr. Torrey. Every new 
believer in the Lord Jesus, and every 
old believer who does not have a doc- 
trinal grasp of the Word of God should 
have this book in their hands. It can be 
obtained from Eternity Book Service 
($4.00). 


The Practice of Sacred Music. Carl Halter. 

Concordia. $2.50. 

This is a useful book to anyone who has 
any connection with music in the church. 
pecially toward the service 
of the Lutheran Church, there is much that 
will be of value to those associated with 
other denominations. 

There are chapters dealing specifically 
with vocal music, organ music, hymns, or- 
gan design, choir problems, and even a bit 
of historical background. Much of the in- 
formation contained is worthwhile, some of 
it, at least from my point of view, question- 
able. 

As an example of the latter, I entirely 
disagree with the author's adaptation of 
the accompaniment of the Elijah tenor 
aria to the organ. It seems to me that he 
quite destroys the character of the original. 
And there are other suggestions of question- 
able validity. 

I would therefore recommend that this 
book be used with caution, but none the 
less used. It contains much of value. 

ROBERT ELMORE 


Encounter with Revolution. M. Richard 

Shaull. Haddam, 145 pp. $2.50. 

The author of this socially-challenging 
volume is a graduate of Princeton Seminary; 
missionary in Colombia, South America; 
and currently professor of Church History 
at the Theological Seminary of Campinas, 
Brazil. In his official —— of missionary- 
teacher, author Shaull viewed the criti- 
cal situation in Latin America and is aware 
of the encroaching power of Communism 





and its ap in the absence of the strong, 
unified voice of the Christian Church. The 
book constitutes a strong appeal to Chris- 
tendom, to the government of the United 
States, and to individual Christians to re- 
gard the ominous danger of Communistic 
advance seriously and play a role of redemp- 
tion in letting Christian “principles” speak 
audibly. ‘Throughout the k, the author 
indicates his strong leanings toward a 
thoroughly “social gospel” and the idea 
that the Church is going to bring about vast 
changes in world civilization. While cer- 
tainly many of our readers would not go 
along with this “eschatological position,” 
the author does offer much that is of a 
challenging nature that ought to make the 
Church more socially-conscious in realms 
where we obviously do have responsibility. 

H. H. E. 


Scripture to Live by. Dorothea S. Kopplin. 

Hanover. 222 pp. $2.50. 

Mrs. Dorothea Kopplin, a Minnesota 
housewife, has also attained a significant 
reputation as a lecturer and civic leader in 
her own circles. The present volume is a 
collection of passages from the Old and New 
Testaments which have been helpful and 
rewarding on many occasions in her own 
life. She presents her collection as a “com- 
forting and reassuring guide to full and 
happy living.” The Scripture is divided in 
two sections, each joined together in what 
Mrs. Kopplin feels is a logical sequence, 
movin, m God and man’s relation to 
God, through to Christ and His crucifixion. 
She prefaces each chapter with an explana- 
tion of the Scripture to follow. 

Of course, in a procedure such as this 
there is always the danger of presenting 
verses of Scripture isolated from the con- 
text which surrounds them, thus encour- 
aging erroneous interpretation. In addition, 
many will not agree that Mrs. Kopplin has 
presented the best, or even at times the 
most adequate Scripture to provide a logi- 
cal sequence and to convey the meaning in- 
tended. However, she has attempted to pre- 
sent the Scripture which has been most 
beneficial to her personally, and each of 
our readers could certainly profit in at least 
some of the sections of this book. 

Grorce W. HAMPSHIRE 


Conquering the Seven Deadly Sins. Lance 

Webb. Abingdon. 224 pp. $3.00. 

Dr. Lance Webb is i astor of the 
large Broadway Methodist Church in Col- 
umbus, Ohio. This book grew out of his 
conviction that individuals in the present 
day must have a clearer understanding of 
the nature of sin before they can success- 
fully deal with their various emotional 
problems. The author believes that most 
of the present quests for peace of mind and 
for positive thinking are doomed to failure 
because they are based on a wrong concep- 
tion of the cause for insecurity and unrest 
as well as an improper view of the cure. 
Dr. Webb believes that the proper view of 
the foundation for sin in man’s life is 
pride—a self-sufficient attitude which de- 
nies man’s need for dependence on His 
Creator. The only cure for man’s pride is 
to enter a right relationship with God 
through the Spirit of Christ. The symptoms 
of this basic sin—pride—are divided into 








The price of the book, The Christian 
Science Myth, is $3.00 not $2.00 as ad- 
vertised in the June ETERNITY. 





























two groups: first, the sins of inordinate 
self-exaltation, consisting of pride, envy, 
anger, hate, avarice and jealousy; second, 
the sins of self-hating abasement, which 
are dejection, gluttony and lust. 


This reviewer feels that the author has 
certainly attacked the problem at its roots, 
but that he does not delve deeply enough 
into the real cure—a vital faith in the 
finished work of Jesus Christ according to 
the Scripture. At times, his own terminol- 
ogy sounds too much like that of the 
“peace-of-mind cult” which he starts out 
by attempting to avoid. All of our readers 
should become familiar with the problems 
raised in this volume. Many will come to 
some different conclusions from those 
reached by Dr. Webb. 

Grorce W. HAMPSHIRE 


The Student’s Commentary on the Holy 
Scriptures. George Williams. Kregel. 1058 
pp. $9.95. 

A Bible commentary is always worthy of 
review, whethet it be a new volume or a 
reprint. The one being reviewed here is a 
reissue of a work that came out first in 
1926 as an English publication and, some 
years later, in an American edition. George 
Williams, the author, was one of the great 
Christian workers of the past century; a 
linguist of no mean ability (he used seven 
languages), Williams was at home as a 
preacher in many European cities. Toward 
the close of his life, he n work on this 
monumental work which he finished before 
going to be with the Lord. 


There is nothing particularly deep in the 
comments Williams has given on Scripture, 
but there is a freshness of style that is grati- 
fying. The sentences are brief and to the 
point, and there is no need to read through 
lengthy paragraphs to get the meat of the 
commentary. Those who seek thorough and 
exhaustive treatment of the Word will have 
to look elsewhere; they will not find it in 
this commentary. But for the average stu- 
dent of the Word who wants an easily-read 
running commentary on the text of Old and 
New Testaments to fill in the details which 
are not immediately apparent in the Word 
itself, the Student’s Commentary will prove 
to be just the thing. 


The book is thoroughly sound, true to 
the Word and Christ exalting—a master- 
piece in its field. We highly recommend it 
to our readers. 

H. H. E. 


Mission on Main Street. Helga Bender 

Henry. W. A. Wilde. 200 pp. $2.75. 

The dynamic, colorful, and_ historical 
book, Mission on Main Street, tells the story 
of the internationally known Union Rescue 
Mission, largest of its kind in the nation. 
It is a vivid report on an important saga 
of rehabilitation as God, through the years, 
has been reaching down among human 
wrecks to pluck out those He transforms 
into “new creatures in Christ,” into fine, 
responsible Christian people. 


Helga Bender Henry has presented an un- 
commonly thorough and sympathetic ac- 
count of the sixty-three year old Union 
Rescue Mission. This rescue work is located 
in downtown Los Angeles which has its 
skid row; a fact that mocks the intelligence 
of the city and disputes the dignity of the 
human race. In the chapter entitled “Star- 
dust on Skid Row,” the writer describes 
with sharp realism the i ients of the 
area surrounding the mission. The Christian 
cannot afford to miss the challenge present- 
ed by this picture of the depravity of man 
and the magnificent salvation provided in 
Christ. 
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Marie R. ROSEWARNE 


A Lawyer Reviews the Hlegal Trial of Jesus. 
Earle L. Wingo. Wingo. 142 pp. $3.00. 
That Jesus Christ received and illegal 

sentence as far as man was concerned, every- 

one is agreed; the idea is broadcast far and 
wide. But, when facts and explanations are 
sought to corroborate the view, a babel of 
voices ensues. Earle L. Wingo, who has prac- 
ticed law in Mississippi for thirty-two years, 
and written a text book on criminal pro- 
cedure, undertook a thorough study some 
years ago of all the evidence in the trial of 

Jesus Christ. Having defended more than 

two hundred persons charged with murder, 

Lawyer Wingo was quite adept at gathering 

facts in legal cases of importance. 

In this book, the author has presented in 
magnificent array the whole case as it is 
recorded in Scripture and has demonstrated 
irrefutably that the trial of Jesus Christ was 
a sham and a mockery; a cleverly devised 
and successful attempt to murder the Sav- 
iour. 

For anyone who wants to restudy the en- 
tire matter of Christ’s last days leading up 
to the crucifixion from a legal point of 
view, this book is outstanding. 

H. H. E. 


i ae (Various Authors). Baker. 
227 pp. $2.80; (After Dec. 31, $3.50). 

This reviewer has a positive contempt for 
sermon outlines that others have written; 
they are, all too often, incentives for lazy 
persons to become still more lazy in gather- 
ing material for messages. However, this 
volume is not just a collection of outlines 
but “outlines with comments,” and in a 
sense, a variety-commentary on certain por- 
tions of Scripture. At the outset of the 
book there are some splendid “Remarks on 
Preaching” by Finney which are a most 
worthy addition to the volume. Then, the 
expanded outlines, indexed according to 
Scripture chronology, make up the rest of 
the book and cover a wide selection of 
themes written by pulpit giants of the past. 
Even if one is not interested in preaching 
from the outlines, they furnish sufficient 
thoughts to make a careful reading of them 
beneficial and informative. In fact, they 
may be used in conjunction with the “Quiet 
Time.” 


Since this is a reprint volume, it is under- 
stood that much of the material is out of 
date; the phraseology may sometimes be 
archaic and without ‘particular relevance to 
our times. Yet, for the most part, man is 
still the same sinner today that he has al- 
ways been and needs the same gospel. 

. H. E. 


The Sacred Tenth. Henry Lansdell. Baker. 
637 pp., indices. $5.60 (After Dec. 31, 
1955, $700), 

The subject of tithing has been one of 
the controversial themes of Christendom 
through the centuries. Are Christians to 
tithe? Is this only an Old Testament cus- 
tom? What does a Christian owe to the 
Lord? Without any doubt, this volume (act- 
ually two volumes in one) is the largest 


study of the single theme of tithing to be 


found anywhere. 

The author, Henry Lansdell, was a noted 
traveler and honored curate in the Church 
of England. He has done a masterful piece 
of work in collecting data from various 
ancient and modern peoples as to their 
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understanding of and practice of tithing. 
Lansdell’s search of the Scriptures is exhaus- 
tive at this point and his conclusions and 
théughts are surely worthy of our closest 
attention. The volume is one of the Baker 
Reprint Library classics, brought back into 
circulation after a long period of being out 
of print. 

H. H. E. 


Thou Didst Say unto Me. Gertrude Brox 

Judson. 63 pp. 

This booklet which is a — of a mis- 
sionary to the Bengal-Orissa field (1951- 
1954) under the Women’s American Baptist 
Foreign Mission Society reveals to the 
reader how the writer has poured out her 
heart to God in behalf of those to whom 
she ministered and her devotional attitude 
toward her Lord and His response to her. 

JouN SCHRAEDER 


The Old Testament and the Fine Arts. 
Cynthia Pearl Maus. Harper. $5.95. 
This is a very large, very beautifully 

printed, anthology of pictures, poetry, 

music, and stories inspired by Old Testa- 
ment themes. 

For the Bible student who wishes material 
to enrich his reading this book will be a de- 
light. Teachers and preachers may well find 
quotable material in these pages. 

Some of the material is familiar, some 
unfamiliar. All of it makes for worthy read- 
ing, though, as in all anthologies of this 
size, the quality varies. If the book leads 
its readers to a deeper interest in the Old 
Testament, it will surely have served its 
purpose. 

ROBERT ELMORE 


The Gospel and Its Ministry. Sir Robert 

Anderson. Kregel. 213 pp. $2.50. 

Sir Robert Anderson, a lawyer and former 
chief of the Criminal Investigation Depart- 
ment at Scotland Yard, was also a great 
Bible student and writer. His two books, 
The Coming Prince and The Silence of God, 
have become standard works in the libraries 
of many lovers of the Word. Now, Kregel 
Publications have made available a reprint 
of this excellent series of meditations on 
important doctrinal issues in this one 
volume. Here are themes which every Bible 
student must come to grips with and Sir 
Robert has given us brief but thorough 
studies and meditations on such subjects as 
Grace, the Cross, Faith, Election, Substitu- 
tion, Righteousness, Holiness, the Priest- 
hood of Christ, and a number of others. No 
one can read through these chapters without 
gaining a deeper insight into the rich 
theological treasures of God’s Word, and 
yet these thought-provoking meditations are 
written in language which will be intelli- 
gible even to the untrained mind. 

The fact that the book has gone through 
sixteen editions and this is the seventeenth 
will speak for itself as to its value. Every 
evangelical Christian ought to read and re- 
read this volume. 

H. H. E. 


The Christian Imprint. Fred P. Corson. 
Abingdon. 156 pp. $2.50. 
This book, by the —- of the Phila- 

delphia area of the Methodist Church, 
claims to deal with the subject of “Chris- 
tian” education, although there might well 
be cause to question the addition of that 
holy adjective, in our. opinion. 

The ter rtion of the emphasis 
throu; ay the Pe appears to be om man 
and his achievements. For instance, this 
statement, early in the volume, character- 
izes much that is contained in the pages: 
“People are the deciding factors in shaping 





things to come.” From a Biblical point of 
view, such a philosophy completely excludes 
the plan of as the decisive factor. Dr. 
Corson has written well, as far as style and 
interest are concerned; his knowledge of the 
subject is obviously adequate and his out- 
line attractive. 

However, this reviewer feels that the au- 
thor has “missed the boat” in his analysis 
of what constitutes “Christian” education; 
“religious” education might have been more 
appropriate. For this reason we cannot re- 
commend it to our readers. 

H. H. E. 


Preaching on Bible Characters. Faris D. 

Whitesell. Baker. 150 pp. $2.50. 

There is a great snail today on the part 
of preachers toward bi phical preaching 
on the lives of Bible characters. Perhaps this 
interest has been encouraged to some degree 
by the great emphasis on biography found 
in our secular press. The almost forgotten 
art of drawing sermonic material from the 
lives of the great men and-women of the 
Bible is being revived. Dr. Whitesell, the 
well-known Professor of Practical Theology 
at Northern Baptist Seminary at Chicago, 
believes that preachers should capitalize on 
this modern trend because the great saints 
of Scripture provide us with illustrations of 
God’s dealings with men from which we 
can derive much insight and blessing. The 
present volume is intended to serve as a 
source book for selecting a subject, choosing 
and organizing sermonic material, and pro- 
viding practical hints for preaching the 
sermon. 

GerorGE W. HAMPSHIRE 


How God Is Working to a Plan. E. L. 
Langston. Marshall, Morgan and Scott. 


208 pp. 

This bons, now in a new and revised 
fourth edition, is a closely reasoned and 
careful study of Scriptural revelation con- 
cerning the “signs of the times.” It presents 
convincing evidence that God has a fore- 
ordained plan outlined in the Bible from 
Genesis 1 to the end of the book of the 
Reyelation, and we may know it! 

The author has made a reverent investi- 
gation in the Word of God and is certain 
that the day of the soon-coming King is 
very near. This reviewer feels that E. L. 
Langston offers a very trustworthy guide for 
those who wish to study afresh the great 
prophetic themes. 

Marie R. ROSEWARNE 


The Holy Spirit in Evangelism. J. B. Law- 
rence. 86 pp. 

In the divine plan for man’s salvation 
there is a twofold work: a work for man 
and a work in man. The work for man is 
a work of regeneration; the work in man 
is a work to prepare for life and service. 
The fruit of the Spirit in Galatians is divid- 
ed into three sections—three in each section: 
the first—Godward; the second—manward; 
the third—self-ward. This is a booklet that 
should be in every Christian’s library—a 
great help in the study of the ministry of 
the Holy Spirit in the life of the believer. 

JOHN SCHRAEDER 


The Christian Home. Madelle T. Hawkins. 

Zondervan. 29 pp. 

Just a small booklet but full of some very 
helpful suggestions to mothers in the estab- 
lishing of a Christian home. 

JOHN SCHRAEDER 


Glorious Victory. E. L. Langston. Marshall, 
Morgan & Scott. 63 pp. 
A booklet that is very helpful to any and 
all who would have victory and power. This 
is centered around the verse of our Lord 
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Jesus Christ when He said: “I am come 


‘that they might have life and have it more 


abundantly.” 
JOHN SCHRAEDER 


Feeling Low? Harold E. Kohn. Eerdmans. 

160 pp. $2.50. 

The author of this book is pastor of the 
First Congregational Church of Charlevoix, 
Michigan, and besides his preaching abili- 
ties is an accomplished artist, student of na- 
ture, and wild- F ife enthusiast. The present 
volume was born out of a need—that of 
providing a brief, pungent message of hope 
and confidence to meet the deepest require- 
ments of those who are sick, shut-in, or 
discouraged. Because of the author’s in- 
terest in wild-life, he has chosen the nature 
parable method of presenting these lessons 
of hope, and has shunned both sugary senti- 
ment and heavy’ philosophy in offering a 
written antidote to bad moods. 

GrorGE W. HAMPSHIRE 


Great Is the Lord. Robert G. Lee. Revell. 

160 pp. $2.00. 

The author of this book is the well-known 
and beloved pastor of the Bellevue Baptist 
Church in Memphis, Tennessee, one of the 
largest Baptist congregations in America. 

This volume includes seven messages deal- 
ing mainly with doctrinal issues. The au- 
thor begins with a chapter entitled “Christ 
or Condemnation,” and then proceeds -to 
discuss sin, justification, the Christian walk, 
the will of God, praise, and then appropri- 
ately concludes the book with a message on 
the coming again of our Lord. Each message 
reveals the author’s powers of description 
and his ability in using striking contrasts 
and flaming metaphors. Dr. Lee rallies a 
vast amount of Scripture in providing 
foundation as well as illustrative material 
for his sermons. 

The entire book reveals the heart of a 
man whose life is completely dedicated to 
the evangelical proclamation of the Word 
of God. 

GrorGE W. HAMPSHIRE 


The Glorious Revival under King Hezekiah. 
Wilbur M. Smith. Zondervan. 54 pp. 50¢. 
While this booklet covers revivals in the 

Old Testament days showing how they were 

brought about and the methods used, it is 

also a real help to us in these latter days 
and shows us that the same methods must 
be used today. Read it and get a real bless- 
ing for your soul. Are we willing to meet 
the conditions? Truly there is a real need 
for a Holy Spirit revival. 

JOHN SCHRAEDER 


How to Lead a Soul to Christ. Robert G. 

Lee. Zondervan. 32 pp. $.25. 

This is a very helpful booklet with eight 
sections of very interesting instructions to 
those who would like to win souls for our 
Lord. There are instructions as to how to 
deal with the various types of unregenerate 
men and women. A very great help to one 
who may be just starting out to be a soul 
winner. 

JOHN SCHRAEDER 


The Art of Winning Souls. Herbert Lockyer. 

Zondervan. 64 pp. $.50. 

The writer makes a great effort to in- 
struct the soul winner in approaching and 
dealing with individual men and women 
who are lost. One of the best methods used 
is to liide God’s Word in one’s heart. This 
book will help you to do just that and if 
you follow carefully all the suggestions that 
Dr. Lockyer has in these pages, a real soul 
winner will be the result. 

JOHN SCHRAEDER 
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WINDOW ON THE WORLD 
(Continued from page 11) 


ADMITS REDS ARE ATHEISTS 


Chou En-lai, premier of Communist 
China, wants unity among believers and 
atheists and he admits the Chinese Réeds 
fall in the latter class. 

In a surprisingly inept public -state- 
ment at the Bandung Conference, Chou 
declared: 

“Freedom of religious belief is a prin- 
ciple recognized by all modern nations. 
We Communists are atheists. We hope 
those with religious beliefs will respect 
those without.” 

Earlier he had said that “the days of 
instigating religious strife should have 
passed because those who profit from in- 
stigating such strife are not among us.” 


TO REVISE JEWISH BIBLE 

The Jewish Publication Society of 
America has undertaken a revision of its 
translation of the Holy Scriptures. The 
present translation, completed in 1917, 
is the approved version for English- 
speaking Jews throughout the world. 

Dr. Harry M. Orlinsky of New York, 
professor of the Bible at Hebrew Un- 
ion College-Jewish Institute of Religion, 
has been named editor-in-chief of the 
new version. Dr. Orlinsky was the only 
Jewish scholar invited to work on the 


preparation of the Revised Standard 
Version of the Bible published in 1952. 

The revision is expected to take six 
or seven years. It reportedly will em- 
body “the findings of modern biblical 
scholarship and at the same time offer 
the Jewish layman a text that will be 
free from archaisms of language.” 


WRITING WORKSHOP FOR MISSIONARIES 

A special writing workshop for mis- 
sionaries is being offered at Moody Bible 
Institute summer school this year. 

From July 11 to 29 missionaries home 
on furlough or missionary candidates 
can make an intensive and practical 
study of writing, publishing and mar- 
keting. 

Writing will be studied at Moody 
summer school from the angle of news- 
papers and the news story, feature arti- 
cles, religious magazines, tracts, rewrit- 
ing, editing, and writing for new liter- 
ates. 

Publishing studies will include: selec- 
tion of material, writing program for 
nationals, editing and proof reading, 
layout, printing, financing, copyrights. 

Studies of marketing will include: dis- 
tribution, sales, tract and book clubs, 
bookstores, catalogs, bookmobiles, col- 
porteurs, local libraries, growing market 
through literacy, promotion and adver- 
tising. 


33 











‘ 


R. C. POWER BID IN GUATEMALA 


A demand that the new Guatemalan 
constitution give Roman Catholicism a 
pre-eminent position over other religions 
and provide for compulsory Catholic 
education in all schools was sent to the 
National Constituent Assembly by Arch- 
bishop Mariano Rossell y Arellano of 
Guatemala City. 

If this is not done, he said, the 
Church will take “a position of es- 
trangement” and will be forced to the 
conclusion that the present regime is 
anti-Catholic rather than anti-Commun- 
ist. 

Archbishop Rossell’s strongly-worded 
statement was submitted to a commis- 
sion of 17 which is drafting the new na- 
tional charter. 

Despite vigorous opposition from 
Church proponents, the commission had 
approved earlier two articles guarantee- 
ing freedom for all religions “without 
any pre-eminence” and giving legal sta- 
tus to any religion or religious associa- 
tion. 


BAPTISTS JOIN FOR GOSPEL THRUST 


The American Baptist Convention has 
been invited by the newly-elected presi- 
dent of the Southern Baptist Conven- 
tion to cooperate in a five-year evangelis- 
tic crusade to “win America for 
Christ.” 

Dr. C. C. Warren of Charlotte, N. C., 
told the annual meeting at Atlantic 
City of the “northern” body that his 
denomination was solidly behind the in- 
vitation. He said it also was being ex- 
tended to the National Baptist Conven- 
tion U.S.A., Inc., and the National Bap- 
tist Convention of America—both Negro 
groups. 

The SBC is anxious for the four Bap- 
tist denominations to participate in the 
crusade, designated as a Program of Ad- 
vance, Dr. Warren said. The program 
will start in 1959 and culminate in 1964, 
the 150th anniversary of organized Bap- 
tist work on this continent. 

The crusade was approved at the an- 
nual meeting of the Southern Baptist 
Convention, May 18-21, in Miami. If 
the joint effort materializes it will be the 
first time that Southern Baptists have co- 
operated with other Baptist groups in 
such a campaign. 

Dr. Warren expressed the hope that 
the campaign could be launched at a 
joint meeting of between 25,000 and 
50,000 Baptists representing 16,574,881 
members of the four major Baptist 
bodies in this country. He explained 
that there was no thought of organic 
union implied, but suggested the cru- 
sade might “ease tensions and settle 
problems”. among the several Baptist 
bodies. : 

“If we can win America to Christ to- 
gether, then God might use America for 
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evangelistic purposes,” he said. “We 
need to learn to do together more things 
than we cannot do alone.” 

Following Dr. Warren's invitation the 
American Baptists approved a resolution 
which voiced “earnest hope that in this 
whole matter of cooperation between 
Conventions, we maintain our faith that 
we can learn more about going forward 
together in winning America and the 
world to Christ.” 

The resolution said the ABC “heart- 
ily” welcomed the proposal of the SBC. 
And it requested its own department of 
evangelism to “consider the implementa- 
tion of ABC participation in the evan- 
gelistic crusade.” 


PRESBYTERIANS CRITICIZE ROMANIST 
EMPHASIS ON VIRGIN MARY 


A statement criticizing the Roman 
Catholic Church’s “trend to exalt the 
figure of the Virgin Mother” was adopt- 
ed unanimously and without debate by 
the 167th General Assembly of the Pres- 
byterian Church in the U.S.A. meeting 
in Los Angeles. 

It asserted that an increasing empha- 
sis by the Roman Catholic Church on 
the role of the Virgin Mary has “widen- 
ed the breach” between that faith and 
“all other Christian communions.” 

The statement said the devotion of 
Roman Catholicism to Mary “now 
equals and even exceeds, the devotion 
to Christ Himself.” 

Offered by the denomination’s Per- 
manent Commission on Inter-Church 
Relations, the lengthy statement was ap- 
proved with an “aye” vote by the 906 
lay and clerical commissioners to the“As- 
sembly here. 

The full text of the statement appear- 
ed in the printed convention program. 
Highlights of it were read from the con- 
vention platform by Dr. John A. Mc- 
Kay, president of Princeton Theological 
Seminary, who had been selected by the 
commission to prepare the statement. 

“The festivals in honor of the Virgin 
Mary which marked the Marian year of 
1954,” the statement said, “set in beld 
relief the status now accorded to the 
mother of our Lord in the Roman com- 
munion. 

“In the celebrations of that year, the 
progressive trend to exalt the figure of 
the Virgin Mother to the office of asso- 
ciate partner in the work of redemption 
reached its culminating point. Mary of 
Nazareth has become coredemptrix with 


-her-Son.5... 


Commenting further on the “develop- 
ment of the Marian cult,” the commis- 
sion declared that “in the figure of the 
Virgin the Church of Rome has created 
a semi-divine female who becomes vir- 
tually head of the Church, the hope of 
all who are distressed and the Sovereign 
Overlord of all that occurs in history. 





“The glory of Christ’s Headship in 
His Church, His undying concern for 
the members of His body and for all 
human beings, is both tarnished and 
challenged by the new status accorded to 
the Virgin. The meaning of Christ's 
Kingship for life and history becomes 
emptied of all true significance.” 


9 MILLION BIBLES DISTRIBUTED 

The American Bible Society distrib- 
uted 9,000,071 volumes of Scriptures in 
the United States last year, it was re- 
ported at the 139th annual meeting in 
New York. 

It was the second successive year and 
the second time in the society’s history 
that distribution exceeded nine million 
copies. 

Included in the output were 551,501 
whole Bibles, 814,846 Testaments, and 
7,633,724 Bible portions. 

As a result of last year’s activity, the 
society passed the 450,000,000 mark for 
its 139 years of existence. 

During the year, the society published 
the first Scriptures in six languages. 
These are Puebla Aztec (Mexico), Bandi 
(Liberia), Ayacucho Quechua (Peru), 
Junin Quechua (Peru) and Shipibo 
(Peru). The first New Testament was 
printed in Aymara (Bolivia) and in 
Ecuadorean Quechua. 

At the end of 1954, the whole Bible 
had been published in 206 languages 
and dialects, a complete Testament in 
260 more and single books in 618 more. 
This made a total of 1,084 languages in 
which some part of the Bible has been 
published. 


4 SUNDAY SCHOOL CONVENTIONS 

This summer and fall the National 
Sunday School Association will sponsor 
four Sunday School conventions across 
the nation. 

The twin national conventions will 
be held in Spokane, Wash., Oct. 5-7 and 
in Providence; R. I., Oct. 26-28. 

The summer conventions will be held 
Aug. 3-7 and over the Labor Day Week- 
end at Taylor University, Upland, Ind. 


CONSERVATIVE BAPTISTS CHANGE 
CONSTITUTION 

A change in the constitution of the 
Conservative Baptist Association of 
America requiring acceptance by mem- 
ber churches of the premillenial doc- 
trine of Christ’s return was voted by 
messengers to its annual meeting in St. 
Paul, Minn. 
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Dr. Arno Q. Weniger, pastor of Ham- 
ilton Square Baptist Church, San Fran- 
cisco, was elected president of the asso- 
ciation. 


ARGENTINE CONGRESS VOTES TO 
DISESTABLISH CATHOLIC CHURCH 


Argentina’s National Congress, over- 
whelmingly Peronist, has voted to end 
Roman Catholicism’s status as the state 
religion. 

The Congress approved a bill provid- 
ing for the election of a constitutional 
convention to make “a partial reform 
of the Constitution in all matters con- 
nected with relations between Church 
and State.” 

Roman Catholicism has been Argen- 
tina’s official religion since 1810 when 
the country won her independence from 
Spain. 

Shortly after the Church-State separa- 
tion bill was passed by Congress, the 
Chamber of Deputies approved a bill, 
adopted earlier by the Senate, repealing 
the law that exempts church property 
from real estate and other taxes. 

In presenting the majority report: on 
the bill, Dr. Ventura Gonzales told the 
Deputies that when the constitutional 
reform is completed “all creeds will be 
en an equal footing.” 

While the deputies were in session, 
several hundred Catholic youths parad- 
ed toward the capitol, chorusing “Ar- 
gentina is Catholic” and “Long Live 
Christ the King” until police dispersed 
them. 

The new legislation provides that the 
election to choose representatives for a 
constitutional convention must be held 
within 180 days after its enactment. 

The separation legislation climaxes a 
government anti-Church campaign be- 
gun last November 10 when President 
Juan D. Peron, in a speech, accused 
Catholic clergymen and prelates of try- 
ing to undermine his regime. 
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Since that time the Roman Catholic 
hierarchy in Argentina has issued at 
least eight joint statements protesting 
the government’s moves against the 
Church, 

Shortly after General Peron’s Nov. 10 
speech the government enacted three 
laws strongly opposed by the Church. 
These legalized absolute divorce and 
permitted divorced persons to remarry 
for the first time in Argentine. history; 
recognized that children born out of 
wedlock had equal rights with legiti- 
mate offspring; and restored legalized 
prostitution. 

Early this year the government re- 
moved many of the Church’s privileges, 
among them use of the Argentine Radio 
for Roman Catholic programs. It abol- 
ished the Education Ministry’s Bureau 
of Religious Education, set up in 1946, 
and_ subsidies to Roman Catholic 
schools. 

More recently, the Congress voted to 
abolish religious instruction in public 
schools. 

Five religious holidays formerly recog- 
nized as national holidays have been de- 
clared regular work days. Roman Catho- 
lic processions and open air meetings 
have been banned and churches cannot 
hold benediction services without first 
obtaining police permits. 

More than 40 prelates and priests 
have been arrested in the last seven 
months. Most of them were charged 
with disrespect for President Peron, oth- 
ers with distributing allegedly seditious 
literature, “plotting” against the govern- 
ment, breaking the peace, or holding 
processions in defiance of the ban. 


TV AND CHILDREN 

I am delighted to agree with the Ro- 
man Catholic bishops in Switzerland who 
have cautioned parents about the possi- 
ble harmful effects of television, which in 
Switzerland is still in the experimental 
stage. “The purchase of TV sets cannot 
be recommended for all homes like the 
purchase of radio sets,” the bishops said. 
“Use of a TV set without discretion can 
disturb family life and draw youth to- 
ward things which are more harmful 
than useful.” “We exhort parents to put 
the programs to test before letting chil- 
dren see them.” 


U. S. CRIME RATE INCREASES 

The crime rate in the United States 
has been increasing four times faster 
than the growth of the population, Di- 


rector J. Edgar Hoover of the Federal 


Bureau of Investigation reported in 
Washington. 

Hoover made the observation as he 
released the FBI’s report, “Uniform 
Crime Statistics for 1954,” which show- 
ed that for the seventh consecutive year 
a new record was established for crime 
in the United States. The number of 
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crimes committed—2,267,250—was 5 per 
cent higher than the previous record set 
in 1953. 

“In the 20 years. since 1934, 146,869 
have been wilfully and unlawfully 
slain,” Mr. Hoover declared. 

While the population of the United 
States has grown 7.0 per cent since 1950, 
he pointed out, the crime rate has in- 
creased 26.7 per cent. The rate of crimes 
per capita grew 18.4 per cent between 
1950 and 1954. 


TRAGEDY OF COLOMBIA’S SCHOOLS 

As part of Colombia’s anti-Protestant 
campaign, 130 evangelical schools have 
been closed in the last six years. Yet this 
year, studies reveal that the large South 
American republic has only half enough 
schools to care for its children. 

An editorial in the Sincelejo weekly 
newspaper, El Cenit, commented sar- 
castically on the closing of the Latin 
America Mission primary school in that 
city last month. Wrote the Catholic 
journalist: 

“In these days I have read of I don’t 
know how many millions of students 
who are without schools, and that our 
illiteracy grows and grows daily. And 
yet, out of fear, the free school of the 
Mission is closed—a school which is a 
mirror of hygiene, a mirror of piety, a 
mirror of love. . . .” 

In the rural areas of Colombia where 
it is calculated that one million children 
between 7 and 14 should be in school, 
Presbyterian missionary James Goff has 
compiled the following statistics: In the 
first grade, there are 300,000 children; 
in second grade, 150,000 children; in 
third grade, 15,000 children; in fourth 
grade, 3,000; and in fifth grade, only 
191. 

In other words, almost half of those 
million children have the opportunity 
to gain at least a vague knowledge of 
how to read. But only 191 will master 
the elementals of writing, mathematics, 
history, geography and literature. 

In the face of these facts, the Colom- 
bian government is only intensifying its 
effort to close all evangelical schools in 
the country. 


FUNERALS FOR ALL 

A Canadian newspaper carries a long 
report of the meeting of a ministerial 
association in Galt, Ont., in which the 
subject of discussion was the dilemma of 
the minister when asked to hold a fun- 
eral service where the deceased was a 
non-Christian. It was generally decided 
that common Christian charity would 


cause most ministers to accept an appeal 
from relatives in such a moment. The 
matter could have been settled very 
easily if it were understood that a fun- 
eral service is no place for a tribute to 
the deceased, but a place for the preach- 
- ing of the gospel to the lost and of com- 
fort to the saved because of the blessed 
hope of Christ’s return. I thank God that 
I had my first dozen funerals in France 
where a Protestant funeral service, held 
only briefly in the home but at length 
at the graveside, draws hundreds of 
people to the cemetery where they hear 
the preaching of the gospel. In France 
the difference between a Catholic fun- 
eral and a Protestant is so striking that 
it presents one of the major opportuni- 
ties for public evangelism. 


ROMANISM IN ENGLAND 
An English Roman Catholic weekly, 


the Catholic Herald, declares that there 
is no religious revival in Great Britain 
except in the Roman Church. It states 
that while the total British population 
increased by 12 millions in the past 
quarter of a century, Roman population 
increased to 3,031,608 in that period 
while all Protestant bodies now claim 
only 3,483,000. The weekly carried a 
symposium with the majority of the 
voices, including a Romanist magistrate 
and several priests, declaring that there 
were no signs of a general revival. All 
this is in spite of what has been seen in 
the Billy Graham crusades. The Roman 
Catholic growth in the last 25 years is 
dependent on a large immigration from 
Ireland and the bringing in of almost 
150,000 Polish refugees at the time of 
the war. 


THE BIBLE IN 1084 LANGUAGES 
The annual report of the American 


Bible Society reveals the following wel- 
come news. The whole Bible has now 
been published in 206 languages, six 
for the first time in 1954 (Ndonga, 
Ngala, Ruanda, in Africa; Maltese, Sindi, 
in Pakistan, and Cambodian). The com- 
plete New Testament now exists in 260 
other languages, and complete books of 
the Bible in 618 more languages, making 
a total of 1,084 languages. There are 80 
other languages which now have short 
passages or collections of passages, but 
in which no complete book of the Bible 
has appeared. 


NEW ENGLAND SHRINES IN THE MAKING 
New England newspapers continue to 
carry articles tending to show that there 
are archeological ruins near Newport, 
R. I., and near Pittsfield, Mass., and in 
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North Salem; N. H., all dating from the 
supposed residence of Irish monks be- 
fore the days of Lief Erickson, as early 
as the tenth century. One of our sub- 
scribers has sent us a long clipping from 
the Eagle, (Pittsfield) summarizing these 
claims. I note these things as myths in 
the making, for the Roman Catholics 
are working toward the creation of 
shrines in New England for places of 
pilgrimage. 
THE POPULAR CHURCH 

While I would sharply disagree with 
the Rev. Dr. Sir George MacLeod, noted 
Scottish theologian, on many doctrinal 
points, I heartily concur with his state- 
ment that the most ominous aspect of 
the church in the U. S., Canada, and 
Britain at present is that no one wants 
to crucify it. “Possibly,” he added, “this 
is because there is nothing to be cruci- 
fied about.” 


NO EASTER PARADE 
The Washington, D. C. Federation of 


Churches is to be congratulated on an 
action taken this spring. They protested 
to the commercial organization which 
usually put up the prizes for the various 
categories of “best dressed” in the annual 
Easter parade. The business people im- 
mediately cancelled their project, offer- 
ed no prizes, and as a result, the celebra- 
tion of Easter, in spite of the beauty of 
the weather, was largely confined to the 
churches. The usual parade on Connecti- 
cut Avenue was not held and compara- 
tively few strollers were on the avenue. 


HAMBURGER STAND NOW A CHAPEL 
Faith Chapel—“a little country church 


in the Chicago Loop’—opened to an 
overflow crowd. 

Busy office workers and shoppers 
crowded into the 125-seat, ground-floor 
Early English chapel for the first service 
held there by the Christian Business 
Men’s Committee of Chicago. 

They sang hymns and heard the Rev. 
Hugh F. Pyle, a Panama City (Fla.) 
evangelist, preach. 

The tiny air-conditioned chapel, which 
once was a hamburger stand, is located 
in a five-story buildng purchased by 
CBMC last April for $250,000. The com- 
mittee held noon-day services for the 
past 12 years in its Victory Center 
around the corner, and for 12 years be- 
fore that in the Harris Theater. 


MOVING HISTORIC CEMETERY 
Routing of the New England Thru- 


way through New Rochelle, N. Y., will 
force the removal of an ancient Protes- 
tant cemetery that recalls some interest- 
ing early American history. The Old 
Hugenot Burying Ground was laid out 
in the 1680's by the early settlers of New 
Rochelle, Protestants who fled the vio- 
lent massacres then being perpetrated in 
France. Most of the settlers were simple 
peasants who devoutly trusted the Lord 
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Jesus Christ and came to America for 
asylum in the persecutions. 


NEW LITERATURE ORGANIZATION 
Facing up to the challenge of Latin 


America’s “exploding” population and 
rapidly-multiplying opportunities for 
evangelism through the printed page, 
evangelical leaders from 14 countries 
and 27 religious groups met in San Jose, 
Costa Rica, for an unprecedented litera- 
ture conference from February 21 to 26. 

Although tabbed “exploratory” by its 
leaders, the conference resulted in the 
appointment of a fifteen-man committee 
to work toward formation of “L.E.A.L.” 
—a cooperative literature organization 
to be known as Literatura Evangélica 
para América Latina. LEAL promises to 
gain the support of a great majority of 
the evangelical groups in Latin America, 
in the opinion of Dr. Clyde Taylor, who 
chaired the conference. 

LEAL, which means “loyal” in Span- 
ish, will promote new bookstores in 
large cities throughout the continent, 
coordinate Spanish-language publishing 
activities with the goal of increased _pro- 
Cuction and efficiency, and undertake a 
training program for Latin Americans 
in publishing, bookselling, and writing. 

Another major project of LEAL will 
be initiation of a popular Spanish maga- 
zine similar to the Africa Challenge, to 
be sold on newstands as well as through 
church channels. 

The February conference, called by 
Evangelical Literature Overseas with the 
Latin America Mission as host, empha- 
sized the importance of putting LEAL 
under Latin leadership from the begin- 
ning. According to Dr. Taylor, “The 
results of this conference will solve a lot 
of literature problems in Latin America. 
There has been a conspicuous atmo- 
sphere of harmony and enthusiasm 
among us.” 


STATESMANSHIP AND CHURCHMANSHIP 
Federal Judge Luther W. Youngdahl, 


noted Protestant layman, said recently 
that the law enforcement problems of 
the U. S. could be settled in 48 hours 
if only the Church people want to fight 
for it. He stated that Christians should 
be interested in affairs of government 
and pointed out that while the founding 
fathers believed in the separation of 
church and state they “believed in God 
and had no intention of divorcing states- 
manship and churchmanship.” 


METHODISTS FOR SEGREGATION 
Two hundred Mississippi Methodist 


ministers met at Jackson to organize an 
association for preserving segregation in 
the Methodist churches of the state. 


AFFIRMATION ; 
The Supreme Court of the U. S. has 


upheld the right of witness to “affirm” 
instead of taking an oath or of saying 
that they “solemnly” affirm. This deci- 
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sion came upon the appeal of a case in | 


which an Illinois young man was sent- 
enced because of his refusal to use the 
word “solemnly,” because of conscien- 
tious reasons. 


CHURCH PARKING LOTS 
The California legislature has passed 


a referral bill to exempt church parking 
lots from taxation, even when they do 
not adjoin church property. The propo- 
sition must be voted upon in the next 
state election. 


VATICAN FOREIGN POLICY 
The U. S. Post Office Department ban- 


ned the book Catholic Imperialism and 
World Freedom by Avro Manhattan, a 
book published in England. Action by 
Protestant groups has forced the reversal 
of the ban and the book may now cir- 
culate freely. The book has to do with 
Vatican foreign policy. 


ROMAN POLICY ON EDUCATION 
The R. C. Bishop of Virginia has or- 


dered all Roman Catholic schools to ad- 
mit Negroes. The Bishop said that Ro- 
man policy was that of the New Testa- 
ment that there was neither Jew nor 
Gentile, bond nor free. The failure of 
Protestantism to face some of these prob- 
lems is causing many thousands: of Neg- 
roes to become Romanists. 


GOD IS NOT A PAL 
I am delighted to give whole-hearted 


agreement to Episcopal Bishop Gerald 
Francis Burrill of Chicago who recently 
criticized the “increasing tendency to 
reduce God to the role of pal or big- 
hearted buddy.” “God is not a big 
brother. He is God Almighty,” the Bis- 
hop said. “When we consider God only 
as a pal, our churches become less and 
less houses of worship and more and 
more centers of community activity. Fel- 
lowship dinners in the parish hall then 
take precedence over the Lord’s Supper 
at the altar of God.” 


DECISION REVERSED IN GREECE 
The Court of Appeals in Greece (sim- 


ilar to our Supreme Court) has reversed 
the conviction of Protestants who had 
been convicted by local courts on charges 
of illegal proselytism. With this decision 
a Pentecostal church reopened in one 
town and a Greek Evangelical church in 
another. 





INVISIBLE WAR 
(Continued from page 23) 
concern comes from the Holy Spirit, 
and its presence in the life is proof 
enough that God is still at work within.) 


The Good Fight of Faith 


There is a definite way for the Chris- 
tian to deal with the Satanic tempta- 
tions, quite different from the way he 
must deal with temptations from the 
flesh or from the world. After the whole 
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man has been surrendered to God in 
that acknowledgment of His lordship as 
a general principle, and after we have 
given ourselves over to Him for what 
the Bible calls the crucifixion of self, 
there must be a definite fight against the 
power of the enemy. We are told to put 
on the whole armor of God that we may 
be able to stand against the wiles of the 
devil (Eph. 6:11); and again, to “fight 
the good fight of faith” (1 Tim. 6:12). 
Still another passage orders: “Resist the 
devil and he will flee from you” (Jas. 
4:7). The watchword against temptations 
from the devil is: fight. 

In connection with this last verse, we 
may well explain why we have been so 
careful to note in each instance that 
none of these temptations could be met 
until there had been a preliminary sur- 
render of self for crucifixion death. Years 
ago, in my first attempts to walk in the 
Christian life I had an older friend who 
guided me in the way of many victories. 
This man told me that there were times 
when it was necessary to lay hold upon 
the Word of God and just battle through 
to a victory. He said that there were 
times when he literally put his finger on 
a verse in the Bible and said, “O God, 
there is Thy promise. Thou art not a 
liar. Thou must answer. Thou must 
furnish deliverance.” Months later I had 
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some struggle in my own life, and kept 
crying out to God that He had told us 
to resist the devil and that he would 
flee from us, but that as I resisted it 
seemed as though the enemy “fled at 

re.” Finally, 1 took the Bible and put 
my finger on this passage in James. 
There seemed to be no relief from the 
strain of the battle and I cried out to 
God incessantly. Finally, in a way that 
any experienced Christian knows is true, 
the Lord definitely spoke and said, 
“Read the whole verse.” It was then 
that I saw that I had been quoting only 
half the verse. When the whole of the 
truth was read the perspective was quite 
different. Before we are told to resist 
the devil there is the preceding line, 
which is a prerequisite truth: “Submit 
yourselves therefore to God.” 


Flight, Faith, and Fight 

Three watchwords, then, are the ban- 
ners of victory in the life of the believer. 
We are to abstain; we are to believe and 
not conform, and we are to resist. In 
single words, flight, faith, and fight. If 
we fail to comprehend the differences, 
we shall be like searchers running 
around on land looking for a submarine, 
or a pilot chasing saboteurs. 

We believe that practical Christian 
living is a fundamental doctrine; and 
that it is taught in the Word of God, 
for after a long list of the sins of the 
flesh, Paul adds “and if there be any 
other thing that is some to sound 
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doctrine” (1 Tim. 1:10). It is true that 
the border line between one phase of 
temptation and another may be quite 
fluid, and marked on the spiritual map 
with uncertainty like those unsurveyed 
areas which the cartographers mark with 
dotted lines. There are certain identical 
acts which may be fleshly in one person 
and worldly or devilish in another. Sins 
can not always be neatly classified. There 
might be a combination of circumstances 
that would make the same temptation 
apply to different fields of attack. I was 
told, for instance, of the purchase of a 
two-thousand dollar gown by a woman 
of fortune in society. If the woman were 
merely lustful and purchased the gown 
as a part of a campaign fo seduce a de- 
sired lover, it would be a sin of the 
flesh. If the purchase were made by a 
woman, chaste in nature, but who de- 
sired to conform to the social set in 
which she moved, it would be a sin of 
the world. If the purchase was made by 
a parvenue, swelling with pride because 
she had attracted a man able to pay her 
coutouriere, and who wished to use the 
gown as a weapon to put her betters in 
their place, it would be a devilish sin, 
Satan’s sin, the original sin of pride. 
Drunkenness may be a sin of the flesh 
when indulged in for the sheer pleasure 
of seeking oblivion. It may be worldli- 
ness when the friendly glass is accepted 
in order to be thought well of by people 
who establish the standards of social 
custom. Adultery would be of the flesh 
were it for nothing but carnal indul- 
gence; it would be intensely devilish if 
it were used to bring the partner under 
the domination of a proud and haughty 
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spirit that wished to exercise creature 
control over another human being for 
the inflation of self-pride. 


Here may lie the explanation of many 
office liaisons between older employers 
and young employees who are certainly 
not seduced by the glamor of their aged 
and paunchy partners. In the first case, 
there is the simple satisfaction of lust; 
in the second case there is the attainment 
of worldly desires by extra money earned 
or the devilish satisfaction of proving 
that she is just as attractive as the 
woman who got the man in the first 
place. And if the wife wants to break 
up the home because she thinks that 
there is any love involved in the affair, 
she is failing to comprehend. Her pre- 
cipitate action may well be a devilish 
sin of outraged pride where true love 
would have patiently awaited the pass- 
ing of the fever of sin. 

Letting a child have his own way 
might be a carnal sin of softness and 
weakness and indecision. It might be a 
worldly sin of conformity to a neighbor- 
hood,- doing something because “every- 
body’s doing it.” It might be a devilish 
sin of towering pride if the child were 
indulged for the sake of self-glory. From 
observations made in my ministry I 
would judge that this is one of the 
commonest of sins, and one seldom 
named or thought of. 

The results are so far-reaching in the 
life of the child that an illustrative in- 
cident might serve as warning. I know 
olf a woman who, some thirty years ago, 
had a bitter disappointment in her first 
year of college life. She was “rushed” 
by three sororities. In her own mind 
she wished to join a certain one. She 
therefore refused immediately the invi- 
tation from the least desirable, and after 
great anxiety, also refused the second, 
gambling on the chance that she would 
be invited by the one she wanted to 
join. To her great chagrin, the invita- 
tion did not come. She passed the re- 
maining years of her college life outside 
the social pale of that particular institu- 
tion, where membership in one of the 
sororities was the stamp of social success. 
Several years later this woman married 
and had a child, a daughter. Those who 
knew her well could observe that the 
daughter was being reared according to 
a certain pattern that was far from the 
Christian atmosphere that had surround- 
ed the mother in her childhood. As the 
daughter grew to adolescence, the 
mother moved to a certain community 
where she made friends with mothers 
who had been members of the idealized 
sorority in their various colleges. Almost 
all friendships were formed after ascer- 
taining that there had been this connec- 
tion. The daughter was sent to a small 
college where most of these friends were 
sending their daughters, who were gen- 
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_ erally sure of being pledged to the sor- 


ority because their mothers had been 
members. To her enormous delight, 
which seemed almost obscene to spirit- 
ually-minded observers, the daughter be- 
came a member of the coveted group. 
This was not all. At the end of the first 
year the mother, who was by now a 
widow and seemed to live but for the 
one thing, moved to her own old col- 
lege town, and her daughter, a sure 
member by transfer from the first col- 
lege, now lived in the sorority which 
had snubbed her mother a generation 
before. The latter watched from her 
nearby apartment and seemed to live 
her own life over again, gloating over 
the position of her daughter constantly 
referring to the fact that her daughter 
was a Kappa. 

Psychiatrists may call such a pattern of 
life by terms of “fixation” and “com- 
plex,” but the Biblical fact remains that 
if the motives were what they appeared 
to be, such a life was just plain sin, and 
it was devilish sin. 

Because the human heart is a stage on 
which the individual walks the boards in 
lone grandeur, speaking nothing but 
soliloquies, human motive is a difficult 
thing to determine. “Man looketh upon 
the outward appearance (Heb. the eyes), 
but the Lord looketh on the heart” (1 
Sam. 16:7). This is why we can never 
judge, and the Lord says we may not 
judge, the motives of others. Indeed, 
we are strictly forbidden to judge in mat- 
ters of conduct (Mt. 7:1). And while we 
are ordered to judge in matters of pri- 
mary doctrine such as the Person and 
work of Christ (1 John 4:1-3), we are 
just as surely ordered not to judge in 
matters of secondary doctrine, such as 
that of matters of diet or the keeping 
of a certain day above the others rather 
than every day alike (Rom. 14:1-10). 
God says that the Christian is a trustee, 
and that the requirement in one who 
bears such a relationship to God is 
faithfulness (1 Cor. 4:2). Since this is 
so, all men are freed from the burden of 
worry about the judgments of others by 
the counterpart of the teaching that 
forbids us to judge others. Paul says, 
“But with me it is a very small thing 
that I should be judged of you, or of 
man’s day (Gk.): yea, I judge not mine 
own self. For I know nothing by my- 
self; yet am I not hereby justified: but 
he that judgeth. me is the Lord. There- 
fore judge nothing before the time, until 
the Lord come, who both will bring to 
light the hidden things of darkness, and 
will make manifest the counsels of the 
hearts” (1 Cor. 4:3-5). 

The heart, in Scripture, does not re- 
fer to the cardiac pump which circu- 
lates the blood through the arterial sys- 
tem; it is the symbol of the soul of man, 
the center of his being. Every attack of 
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Satan is directed against this citadel, for 
it is here in the soul that the will resides 
and where each man decides his part in 
the invisible war. 


In the unsaved, Satan is warring in 
order to keep this will centered in man, 
himself, so that it will not turn to the 
Saviour. He is willing that a man be- 
come a fleshly beast if that is what the 
man wants, in order to keep his allegi- 
ance away from Christ. He would rather 
have men good, noble, even religious, 
than to have them as beasts, for his only 
hope of winning them to his own cause 
is through their sins of the spirit. In 
those who are born again, Satan knows 
well that the new life has been planted 
within the being, that the influence of 
the new spirit is permeating the whole 
being, and that there will be a contin- 
uous progress be it ever so small. God 
has told His own that “He which hath 
begun a good work in you will perform 
it until the day of Jesus Christ” (Phil. 
1:6). Satan’s tactics are centered on 
keeping the Christian man’s spiritual 
life poor and his witness nullified. The 
attacks from the flesh are for the pur- 
pose of reaching into the center of the 
man’s will, for “fleshly lusts,” we are 
told, “war against the soul” (1 Pet. 2:11). 
The attacks from the world are for the 
purpose of turning us aside from first 
things so that second things, and some- 
times seventy-second things, become 
first, for if the temporal can dominate 
our thinking the eternal takes the sec- 
ond place. The attacks from the devil 
are again directed downward to our will, 
for if our pride can be exalted so that 
we think that we are self-sufficient, it 
goes without saying that we will look to 


self for the plan of life and the orders - 


of command instead of resting in quiet 
faith looking to the will of God. The 
spirit-sin of leaning upon one’s own 
understanding results in the soul-sin of 
failing to trust in the Lord with all one’s 


heart (Prov. 3:5). If with all our re- 

newed hearts we truly seek Him, we 

shall be victors in the invisible war. 
(To Be CONTINUED) 


THE PURITAN DOCTRINE 

(Continued from page 19) 
“Now of all things, whatever may be 
supposed we can do for ourselves, we 
cannot beget ourselves; as not at first 
could we have created ourselves.” Re- 
generation is understood by the Puri- 
tans to be a work of power (Eph. 1:19, 
20) and therefore something far more 
than a work of “moral suasion,” even 
though “moral suasion” is one of the 
instruments in the entire work. Thomas 
Goodwin defines God’s act of regenera- 
tion in the following words: “Over and 
above exciting, and moving, and aiding 
grace unto acts, there are inwrought 
and infused in the soul at regenera- 
tion, inherent and abiding principles 
of spiritual life, by which the soul is in- 
wardly fitted, capacitated, inclined, and 
quickened unto the operations of spirit- 
ual life.” 

In regeneration there is a “specifical 
change”—a change of nature. John 
Owen in his Discourse on the Holy 
Spirit says: “There is a real physical 
work of the Spirit in the souls of men 
in their regeneration . . . Wherefore, 
in or toward whomsoever the Holy Spir- 
it puts forth His power, or acts His 
grace for their regeneration, He removes 





‘all obstacles, overcomes all oppositions, 


and infallibly produceth the effect in- 
tended.” It is thus the bestowal of “a 
new spirit” (John 3:6). 

The whole work is directly that of the 
Holy Spirit. Says Owen: “The Holy 
Spirit, who in His power and operation 


_is more intimate, as it were, unto the 


principles of our souls ihan they are to 
themselves, doth, with the preservation 
and in the exercise of the liberty of our 
wills, effectually work our regeneration 
and conversion unto God.” 
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So far as “will” is concerned, “the 
will in its own nature is mobilis, fit and 
meet to be wrought upon by the grace 
of the Spirit to faith and obedience; 
with respect unto the creating act of 
grace working faith in us, it is mota, 
moved and acted thereby; and in re- 
spect of its own elicit act, as it so acted 
and moved, it is movens, the next effi- 
cient cause thereof . . . This is the 
whole of what we plead: God in our 
conversion, by the exceeding greatness 
of His power, as He wrought in Christ 
when He raised Him from the dead, 
actually worketh faith and repentance in 
us, gives them unto us, bestows them 
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on us; so that they are mere effects of 
His grace in us. And His working in 
us infallibly produceth the effect in- 
tended, because it is actual faith that 
he works, and not only a power to be- 
Heve... .” 

From all this it is clear that regenera- 
tion and conversion are far more than 
reformation. Regeneration and conver- 
sion will result in moral reformation, 
but they are not constituted by it. 


Their Demand for Human Activity 


The sinner must “seek,” he must 
“strive,” he must “forsake,” he must 
“apply himself,” he must “run,” he must 
“hide”—all these and many other such 
exhortations are found in the Puritan 
presentation of the gospel call to con- 
version. After surveying and acknow- 
ledging the great truth of the divine 
power necessary for the conversion of 
sinners, John Howe exclaims, “But how 
perverse is the inference, that therefore 
they are to sit still. No; therefore to 
pray, cry, strive, wait ‘more than they 
that wait for the morning’ till He be 
gracious, and show mercy.” 

Baxter reaches the climax of his Call 
to the Unconverted in a challenge to the 
will. Reasons have been given: but these 
reasons must be acted upon. “The last 
hindrance of conversion that I shall men- 
tion is Willful Obstinacy . .. When men 
. - - have nothing else to say, why they 
should not be converted and become 
the people of God, they can say, they 
will not . . . What direction should I 
give you against this hindrance? When 
the will is so corrupt and obstinate, 
whatsoever I give it will be rejected. If 
you were but willing I should make no 
doubt but the work might. prosper . . . 
but if men be willful and resolved to 
perish, what remedy? 

This pressure upon the will through 
the reason is not pursued by the Puri- 
tans independently of the miracle-work- 
ing power of the Holy Spirit. They hold 
that conjointly with the reasonings and 
exhortations contained in the preaching 
the Holy Spirit brings His newly-im- 
planted life to expression. God works in 
the will to bring the sinner to a response 
to that which is exerted on the will. 
The will is the point of focus of all the 
divine grace both in regeneration and 
in conversion. 

This human activity is evangelically 
expressed as repentance and faith. They 
belong together, and the writings of the 
Puritans contain lengthy discussions of 
the relations between them. The Puri- 
tans distinguish between legal and ev- 
angelical repentance. Says Thomas Cole: 
“Evangelical repentance is the work of 
the gospel, sweetly melting the heart by 
arguments drawn from the love of God; 
. . . it encourages a trembling soul to 
plead with God for mercy, as the publi- 


can, ‘Lord, be merciful to me a sinner.’ ” 
Faith is an applying of Christ to oneself 
and of oneself to Christ. It is taking hold 
of Christ. 

The presence of true repentance and 
faith is part of the evidence of genuine 
conversion. The Puritans were exceed- 
ingly careful not to accept as “conver- 
sion” that which was merely a temporary 
religious interest. John Owen deals with 
those who were anxious about this mat- 
ter. Under “Cases of Conscience Re- 
solved,” he deals with the question: 
“What conviction of a state of sin, and 
of the guilt of sin, is necessary to cause 
a soul sincerely to look after Christ?” 
After describing what it is to be a lost 
sinner, he says: “This is what I assert 
to be indispensably necessary—namely, 
that they are so far convinced that they 
are sinners . . . that they are not right- 
eous in themselves.” He adds that un- 
easiness of soul and fear that it will end 
in death are further necessary marks. 
Answering a second “Case” he gives the 
marks of those who have “sincerely re- 
ceived Christ and returned unto God.” 
Some of these marks are (1) perman- 
ency of choice, (2) increasing love for 
Christ, (3) a continuous approval and 
glorying in the way of salvation, and 
(4) a delight to obey and do the will of 
God. 


Their Pur, in Formulating 
The Doctrine 


The purpose of the ‘doctrine was 
CONVERSION. It was not for the love of 
word-spinning or for the delight of 
speculation. The Puritans were men of 
action, and theirs was practical divinity. 
The reason for a right doctrine of con- 
version was that the preacher might 
know how to labor for conversion. The 
Puritans insisted that the spiritual prin- 
ciples relating to the conversion of sin- 
ners are the special concern of ministers 
of the gospel. Says John Owen: “The 
work of the Spirit of God in regenerat- 
ing the souls of men is diligently to be 
inquired into by the preachers of the 
gospel . . . for they are used and em- 
ployed in the work itself by the Spirit 
of God, and are by Him made instru- 
mental for the effecting of this new 
birth and life . . . If all that hear them 
are born dead in trespasses and sins, if 
they are appointed of God to be the 
instruments of their regeneration, it is a 
madness, which must one day be ac- 
counted for, to neglect a sedulous in- 
quiry into the nature of this work, and 
the means whereby it is wrought.” 

All the truth is gathered up in a deep- 
ly earnest appeal to the unconverted. In 
the Preface to his Treatise of Conver- 
sion, Richard Baxter writes: “I believe 
God, and therefore I know that you 
must every soul of you be converted, or 
condemned to everlasting punishment. 
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And knowing this, I have told it- you 
over and over again: I have showed you 
the proof and reasons of it, and the cer- 
tain misery of an unconverted state: I 
have earnestly besought you, and beg- 
ged of you to return; and if I had tears 
at command, I should have mixed all 
these exhortations with my tears; and if 
I had but time and strength (as I have 
not), I should have made bold to have 
come more to you, and sit with you in 
your houses, and entreated you on the 
behalf of your souls, even twenty times, 
for once that I have entreated you.” 
The conversion of sinners was ‘the 
consuming purpose of the Puritans, and 
it is this purpose and this purpose alone 
that justifies us in having given our 
time to the study of their doctrine of it. 
For conversions we, too, must labor, and 
we must do so “not in the words which 
man’s wisdom teacheth, but which the 
Holy Spirit teacheth; comparing (or 
combining) spiritual things with spirit- 
ual” (1 Cor. 2:13). END 





THE CHRISTIAN VIEW OF SEX 
(Continued from page 17) 


of flesh and spirit an experience of per- 
sonal re-creation, of confident well-be- 
ing, and self-respect. 

Sexual union is often called “making 
love.” It is not. The meeting of two 
bodies cannot make love. It can only 
enrich and express a love that is already 
there. The quality of the experience 
will depend upon the quality of the love 
and oneness it expresses. For whether 
they recognize it or not, married people 
come together sexually to express the 
whole meaning and quality of their 
relationship. Their sexual union is a 
most searching test of what their whole 
marriage means to them. When their 
fellowship and communion together is 
warm and strong, nothing hindering 
their sense of oneness, then they are 
drawn to each other sexually. When 
their oneness and communion is im- 
paired, their sexual interest withers 
away. The reason for this is as follows. 

In the Bible the term “know” is a 
synonym for sexual intercourse. This is 
not a matter of delicacy in speech. 
Through sex one discovers something of 
another being, and thus something of 
himself, that he had not known before. 
In a unique way sex reveals something 
of the depth of meaning of another 
person, and of the possible relation of 
two persons. This revealed relation is 
one of depth and intensity, of myster- 
ious similarity yet difference, of some- 
thing utterly beyond the physical act 
which reveals it. The physical term sex 
has meaning only as it is united with 
love and faith; this is the realm of its 
highest potentiality and meaning under 
God. Through his physical existence 
man has received a gift that transcends 
the physical existence which he shares 
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with the animals. This is a deep mys- 
tery. Sex in marriage is in some basic 
sense sacramental in that a spiritual 
gift emerges through a physical act. Sex 
is thus not apart from God, but rather 
a part of God’s holy creation. On this 
ground alone it must be said that sex 
is good and holy, and requires no justi- 
fication for its existence and expression 
apart from itself. Sex is not a regrettable 
overplus of guilty desire which marriage 
helps us.to dispose of secretly. More- 
over, propagation is to be understood as 
a desirable fruit of the function of sex, 
not as the justification of what would 
otherwise be not good. Sex itself is not 
sinful, but may indeed be sinful be- 
cause of the way in which it can gather 
together and bring into abuse so many 
dimensions of personality and personal 
relationship with God and others of His 
children. Sex outside of marriage is sin- 
ful because it violates God’s holy pur- 
pose of establishing full and permanent 
oneness between two persons, a oneness 
cherished as a holy mystery which rep- 
resents the deeper personal oneness 
each has with Christ. 

The development of normal sex life 
between married Christians, fulfills at 
least four distinct purposes: 

(1) Biologically, tensions are released 
through ecstatic pleasure and satisfac- 
tion. 

(2) Psychologically, there is a sense of 
fulfillment, rest, and security which fol- 
lows the biological release. Moreover, 
self-discovery reaches its deepest level 
in the profound mystery of the unique- 
ness, the interdependence, and the reci- 
procation of love and understanding. 

(3) Socially, the meaning and dignity 
of another person is discovered in an 
experienced relationship which accepts 
the other as truly and fully as one ac- 
cepts oneself. Personal fulfillment is dis- 
covered to be dependent upon the moti- 
vation which aims at fulfilling the total 
life of the other through self-giving. 

(4) Spiritually, the unique union and 
communion between husband and wife 
are discovered to represent the same 
spiritual meaning and mystery as that 
experienced in the union and commun- 
ion of the trusting sinner and the gra- 
cious Redeemer. Temple Gairdner pray- 
ed before his marriage, “And when we 
meet breast to breast, O God, may it be 
upon Thine Own.” 

If such is the true meaning and place 
of Christian marriage and sex, then 
Paul’s injunction has compelling rele- 
vance: “And whatsoever ye do, in word 
or deed, do all to the glory of God.” 

Finally, Paul’s familiar benediction 
might be amplified to read to all Christ- 
ian couples: “The peace of God which 
passeth all understanding and mis- 
understanding keep your hearts and 
minds and bodies in Christ Jesus.” 


(To Be ConrTINvuED) 
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2 MEDITATIONS 
(Continued from page 15) 
THOU HAST BROKEN THE YOKE OF HIS BUR- 


DEN (9:4) 
Here is a prophecy of the result of the 


battle of Armageddon. It is the inter- 
vention of the Lord God that brings 
final victory. It is Israel’s final -deliver- 
ance from the slavery which they have 
known so often and for so long. The na- 
tion is likened to a poor beast of burden 
with a yoke on his neck, a goad in the 
shoulder and the whip of the driver 
upon his back. But suddenly there is vic- 
tory, victory as in the days of Gideon. 
The Midianites oppressed the people 
sorely, and God raised up Gideon to 
bring victory. It came suddenly, and 
with a great manifestation of the power 
and wisdom of God, with a small force 
destroying a great, overwhelming force 
{Jud. 7). Then the yoke of Israel’s bur- 
den was broken, the goad was removed 
from his shoulder and the whip from his 
back. So shall it be in the future. 

Lord, we thank Thee for all deliverance. 


THIS SHALL BE WITH BURNING (9:5) 
The revisions are much better. The 


Soncino translates it, “For every boot 
stamped with fierceness, and every cloak 
rolled in blood, shall even be for burn- 
ing, for fuel of fire.” It is a picture of 
the destruction of all the military equip- 
ment, even down to the personal uni- 
forms of the soldiers, for they will never 
be needed again. This is the true end of 
war. It will not come by leagues of na- 
tions, by conferences of diplomats, by 
the triumph of democracy, by anything 
that man can devise. It will come by the 
personal intervention of Israel’s Messiah. 
Peace on this earth cannot come from 
Geneva, or New York, or from any place 
other than Jerusalem. It cannot come 
from anyone other than Christ. It can 
be brought only to Israel. Christ shall 
break the arrow and the bow (Psa. 76:3); 
Christ shall make wars to cease to the 
end of the earth, destroying all muni- 
tions (Psa. 46:9). 

Lord, come quickly and bring peace. 


FOR UNTO US A CHILD IS BORN (9:6) 

If we are to understand this truly, we 
must separate it from all that we 
have thought about it at “Christmas.” If 
we are honest, we can interpret the 
“us” as referring only to the nation of 
Israel. Mankind did not rejoice at the 
birth of the Saviour, and when they got 
a chance, they crucified Him. When Je- 
sus was born, there were few singers— 
Mary, Elizabeth, Zecharias, Anna, and 
Simeon. Anna had been a widow for 84 
years, so was over a hundred years old 
but her efforts were sufficient to take 
the news of Christ's birth to “all them 
that looked for redemption in Jerusa- 
lem” (Lk. 2:38). There was no cry of 
joy from mankind. He had come to His 
own, but His own received Him not 
(John 1:12). When He finally declared 
Himself, He was despised, rejected, cru- 
cified as the lowest of criminals. Jew 
and Gentile united in spitting on His 
face. But the day will come when the 
restored, multiplied nation will welcome 
Him with this song. 

Lord, we thank Thee that we can 
sing this song now. 


UNTO US A SON IS GIVEN (9:6) 

As a child He was born, as a Son He 
was given. There is found here both 
His humanity and His deity. This same 
double coming of Christ is found else- 
where, ‘as we see Christ “made of the 
seed of David according to the flesh, 
and declared to be the Son of God with 
power” (Rom. 1:3, 4). Again we find 
“God sent forth His Son, made of a 
woman” (Gal. 4:4). The Satanic infiu- 
ence of modernistic “Christian” profes- 
sors can be seen by a sentence from a 
great Jewish commentary, “The verse 
has been given a Christological inter- 
pretation by the Church, but modern 
non-Jewish exegetes agree that a con- 
temporary person is intended.” But a 
close study of the phrases reveal that 
this can be none but a divine person, 
the Lord of Glory Himself, and our 
hearts keep echoing the song, “For unto 
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us a child is born, unto us a Son is 


given.” 
Lord we rejoice in Christ. 


AND THE GOVERNMENT SHALL BE UPON HIS 
SHOULDER (9:6) 
The entire age of the church must be 


seen as falling between the last clause 
and this one. The first coming brought 
the incarnation; the birth of the child 
and the giving of the Son; but it will 
take the second coming of our Lord 
Jesus Christ to bring Him from His 
present role of Intercessor (Heb. 7:25) 
to that of King of kings and Lord of 
lords. It is the fact that these twenty 
centuries lie between these sentences 
that makes it possible for us to under- 
stand them. This world is in a sorry 
condition and the reason for it is that 
man is doing the governing. Righteous- 
ness can never come until the Lord Je- 
sus, whose right it is to reign (Ezk. 21: 
27), takes the government upon Him- 
self, so that under Him there may be 
supreme and everlasting joy. 

Lord, come take Thy power and reign. 


HIS NAME SHALL BE CALLED WONDERFUL (9:6) 
The key to the meaning of this name 


is to be found in the book of Judges. 
The angel of the Lord appeared to 
Manoah and his wife, to tell them that 
they were to be the parents of Samson. 
The word angel means messenger, and 
this messenger, as the story develops, 
was none other than the pre-incarnate 
Lord. When Manoah asked His name, 
He answered, “Why askest thou thus 
after my name, seeing it is pele, Secret” 
(Jud. 13:18). It is the same name as 
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that given here—Secret, Wonderful. All 
of this is included in the name of 
Jesus, for in that name there is included 
all the wonders of redemption, and it 
is at that name of Jesus that every knee 
shall bow and every tongue confess that 
He is Lord (Phil. 2:10). Jesus is Won- 
derful, unfathomable, for “none know- 
eth the Son but the Father” (Mt. 11:27). 
And when He comes again He will have 
a name that “no man knows but he 
himself” (Rev. 19:12). 

Lord, we glory in Thine unknown wonders. 


COUNSELLOR (9:6) 

He counseled with the Father eternal- 
ly, for they formed together the eternal 
plan of our redemption, and in Christ 
are all the treasures of wisdom and 
knowledge (Col. 2:3). Our Lord was al- 
ways counselor to all and never needed 
to seek counsel from anyone. His ene- 
mies set many traps for Him, but He 
met them all without advice from any 
man. “Who hath known the mind of 
the Lord? or who hath been his coun- 
sellor?” (Rom. 11:34). In bringing to 
pass the eternal counsel of His will, He 
abounded toward us in all wisdom 
(Eph. 1:8). And in doing this He not 
only defeated all of the plans of Satan 
but used these very plans of the enemy 
to bring about His own designs. All 
who will may have the benefit of His 
good counsel, and none who accept His 
ways and walk after His counsel will 
ever find themselves in darkness. 


Lord, we thank Thee for Thine 
unsearchable counsel. 


THE MIGHTY GOD (9:6) _ 
Through the centuries the enemies of 


the Lord have resorted to every subter- 
fuge to attempt the elimination of this 
name from the list of titles belonging to 
the Messiah. Long before the time of 
Christ the Jewish Targums had flatly 
stated that this portion of Isaiah’s 
prophecy belonged to the Messiah, but 
those who have lived since Jesus have 
omitted reference to these ancient au- 
thorities and attempted to see here noth- 
ing more than a Psalm of praise or a 
divine name put upon some earthly 
leader (generally Hezekiah). But His 
name is Immanuel, God with us, and 
here He is called “The Mighty God.” 
Indeed if He were not God He would 
never be able to bear upon His shoulder 
the government of the universe. He 
must be omnipresent, omniscient, om- 
nipotent, or else He never could hear 
the supplications, and supply the wants 
of ali His people at the same instant. 


Lord, we thank Thee that in Jesus we 
find the Mighty God. 


THE EVERLASTING FATHER (9:6) 
A better translation would be “The 


Father of Eternity,” and in this name 
we find a tender blending of the love of 
a Father and the life of Eternity. In 
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former days monarchs frequently took 
the title of father of their peoples, but 
they seldom lived up to it. But we know 
Him as the one who supplies guidance, 
love, and provision for our wants and 
also as the source of our life. Thus the 
name has the deepest meaning to us. We 
are dying men, and we need an undying 
Saviour. This eternal nature of His be- 
ing He clearly announced when He 
said, “Before Abraham was I AM” 
(John 8:58). It is because of this that 
He can be so near to us now, for it is 
in this capacity that He is the same 
yesterday, today, and forever (Heb. 13: 
8). He came out of that Eternity in or- 
der to take us back into it. 


Lord, we thank Thee for the 
eternal Christ. 


THE PRINCE OF PEACE (9:6) 


Just as He shall bring forth the age 
that shall have the unchanging condi- 
tions of eternal blessedness, so He is the 
prince, the leader who shall bring in 
the eternal conditions of peace. This is 
the last of the titles, and by it the 
prophet leads us onward to the time of 
the full blessedness of the Lord’s people 
by the coming of the Lord Jesus in His 
final and eternal role. For the peace 
which believers already know inwardly, 
having been justified by faith (Rom. 5: 
1), shall be extended without to all 
classes and conditions of men. Sad, sad 
are those who confine this title to noth- 
ing more than that heart peace which 
is the part of believers. This whole 
earth must be brought under the sway 
of our Lord, and He shall, indeed, bring 
in a peace that shall never be broken, 
and that shall encompass all. 

Lord, we thank Thee for Thy peace. 
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WHIRLWIND HITS SCOTLAND 
(Continued from page 12) 


impact such as Reformers and Covenan- 
ters, Samuel Rutherford and John Knox, 
Murray McCheyne and Alexander 
Whyte, would have longed and loved to 
see. 

Scotland with its advanced and liberal 
theological outlook? some will ask. Yes, 
because God in His sovereign grace had 
been at work over a few years at least, 
creating a widespread hunger for Him- 
self. It was the Lord’s doing, and it is 
wondrous in our eyes. No sales in our 
country have zoomed upward like the 
sale of Bibles. And through Billy Gra- 
ham’s advocacy the buyers now are 
“choosey,” for they ask for Bibles with 
good print, since they plan to make ex- 
tensive use of them. 

Of course there has been opposition 
and disparagement and criticism. That 
was to be expected, and indeed was wel- 
come. Far better to be attacked for de- 
cisive and clean-cut proclamation of the 
gospel, proclaiming it with urgency and 
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proclaiming it for a verdict, than to be 
reckoned negligible. “The Bible says” 
... “The Bible teaches . . .”. Here was 
someone who knew his own mind, and 
never soft-pedaled any emphasis or 
trimmed his sails. He took away the 
breath of the theologically sophisticated. 
In a crowded gathering of ministers and 
Christian leaders that packed the Ren- 
field Street Church to the ceiling, with 
his unashamed “Southern theology” and 
all, he so revealed the transparency of 
a heart and nature utterly committed to 
Christ and poignantly gripped with the 
urgency of this business of saving men, 
that so great an audience felt subdued 
and won and amazed, as though they 
were on holy ground. They have the 
Burning Bush for their emblem, these 
Presbyterians, but I am confident that 
there were hundreds present then who 
heard God speak to them as they have 
never heard Him speak before. Did 
Billy Graham go all out for God? He 
did, this humble, dedicated, fearless 
man. The impression left on thousands 
and thousands of hearts is one of amaze- 
ment and gratitude to God. We have 
seen a real Christian. Much more than 
that! We have seen a team, and the 
humbleness and radiance and unequivo- 
cal dedication of each man was the hall- 
mark of the team. The winsome and in- 
cisive Bible teaching of Dr. Paul Rees, 
who made sanctification a living reality; 
the sunny courtesy and unfailing charm 
of Cliff Barrows in his key position with 
choir and audience, so purposeful in 
his spiritual aim; the modesty and grace 
of George Beverly Shea who bowed his 
head after each solo as though making 
that a fresh offering from his heart to 
his Saviour; the athletic and swift-mov- 
ing intensity of Billy Graham himself, 
getting off the mark with all the quiver- 
ing eagerness of a thoroughbred -race- 
horse; and the clean, wholesome young 
manhood of Howard Butt, concentrated 
on his Christ-exalting purpose and going 
for it with unswerving directness, like an 
arrow speeding on its way—these are un- 
forgettable. Those men, besides giving 
forth their message, lived it. In obscurer 
places Charlie Riggs and Lorne Sanny 
and Irene Johnson had accomplished 
behind the scenes a most enduring work, 
for it was they who instructed over three 
thousand counselors. Theirs was the 
abiding achievement of teaching coun- 
selors from every kind of church back- 
ground, that the only way of tackling 
any problem in personal interviews or 
in our own lives is to recall what the 
Scriptures teach. “It is written.” Memor- 
izing verses of Scripture is the constant 
preoccupation of Charlie Riggs, and his 
life of attunement to God’s will made all 
who learned from him during six weeks 
of counseling classes desire earnestly 
the same deep and wide acquaintance 
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and intimacy with the Word of God. 
These men have brought the Bible back 
into circulation in Scotland—not merely 
the “circulation” that is registered by 
salesmen of the Bible Society, but the 
better circulation which means absorp- 
tion into the very blood stream of every 
child of God. That is what Scotland 
needed. The testimony of radiant lives 
and the unequivocal proclamation of 
what the Bible teaches, of what “the 
Bible says,” have together started a deep 
ferment within the life of cultured and 
artisan and young people alike across 
the country. Life in many a congrega- 
tion has started afresh. Many a minister 
has faced his congregation in a new 
spirit of fearless, purposeful dedication. 
What we are now looking for to emerge 


in God’s good time is a spiritual leader- | 


ship that will transform our Scottish 
churches and make the music of the gos- 
pel echo from homes where family wor- 
ship has again become Scotland’s secret 
of greatness. 

What has happened on so great a 
scale as to overthrow the spirit of pessi- 
mism and defeatism? “To God be the 
glory! Great things He hath done.” 
There can be no doubt that in the good- 
ness of God the fullness of the time had 


- come. Through the gracious and wide- 


spread operation of the Holy Spirit, an 
eager expectancy and hunger had been 
created in the minds of scores of thous- 
ands of praying people. When the Ex: 
ecutive Committee began last September 
to plan the All-Scotland Crusade, it ‘was 
realized, after Harringay, that there had 
come a change of climate within our na- 
tion. The mobilizing of prayer partners 
had been the chief preparatory agency 
there, and we were sure that this again 
was the key that would fit the lock. At 
once the response came. There were 
prayer groups quickly functioning in the 
Shetland and Orkney Islands and the 
Hebrides, and south to the borders of 
England. Indeed the glorious thing is 
that prayer overleaped all frontiers. 
Daily there were millions praying 
around the whole world. The United 
States had more moral leadership of the 
world in the prayer support given to 
Billy Graham than it enjoyed anywhere 
else. But on every mission field, Glasgow 
and Scotland were on the lips and in the 
hearts of many scores and hundreds of 
thousands. 

As a result, the technical arrangements 
went forward with astonishing success. 
An exhibition building was transformed 
into a sanctuary, with tasteful drapings 
that overcame the handicaps of sound 
distortion, and secured perfect acoustics. 
A large circus arena, seating 3,500, was 
changed into an additional auditorium 
supplied with eight screens for closed 
circuit television. Incidentally the pro- 
portion of response from this arena was 
greater than in the main auditorium it- 
self. Other similar facilities in outlying 
parts of the Kelvin Hall were progres- 
sively arranged for, and also outside for 
those beyond the 19,000 mark to whom 
Billy had to go out and speak on the 
last two nights. Kelvin Hall, with the 
full original motto of the City of Glas- 
gow displayed high above its entrance, 
has become for hundreds of thousands 
of people in Scotland a place of holy 
associations. Night by night over three 
hundred people moved down to the 
front amid the awed hush. Indoors this 
is what our eyes saw. 

Can anyone ever forget the burly 
form of that Highlander, bearded, 
broad, and clad in kilt, like the chief of 
a virile clan, who went to the front? His 
moving story was that for many years 
he had wanted to give himself to God. 
He had made the journey from a remote 
highland place for the specific purpose 
of yielding himself to God, since Billy 
Graham was here! 

Truly Billy Graham has become the 
symbol for directness of appeal and de- 
cisiveness of response. An invitation 
after a preaching service had become al- 
most unknown in Scotland’s churches, 
but Billy Graham had the daring faith 
to believe that the fire of the Lord 
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would fall. Straight out went his chal- 
lenging summons, “Who is on the Lord’s 
side? Let him come unto me.” And out 
they came. No matter what the “atmos- 
phere” was or was not, this amazing 
preacher was counting on God. He went 
right ahead. Always there were chords 
vibrating in hundreds of hearts which 
God had made ready for their great 
hour. This was their story in the coun- 
seling room: they knew that the time 
for them was NOW. “This is my story: 
this is my song!” 

Of all the amazing gatherings of this 
momentous Crusade in Scotland, who 
shall ever forget the closing rally in 
Hampden Park, a stadium that held 100,- 
000 people on a Saturday night? Over 
three thousand accepted the invitation 
to stand with Christ, and moved out on 
to the cinder track surrounding the turf. 
On the same kind of football park at 
Tynecastle, Edinburgh, a crowd had 
come out which made the number of 
counselors available look absurdly small. 
At Ibrox in Glasgow it happened again, 
and now we hear that in Wembley, de- 
spite cold and wet weather, the same 
has occurred. There is joy and release 
in thousands of lives. There is new glad- 
ness in hundreds of homes where hus- 
band and wife came out together. There 
is an infinite promise in the lives of 
many thousands of young people given 
a vision of life’s radiant possibilities. No 
less than fifteen thousand high school 
teen-agers were gathered under the aus- 
pices of the Education Authority to hear 
Billy Graham (and to cheer Cliff Bar- 
rows and Bev Shea) at a special meeting 
on an afternoon in Kelvin Hall. The 
teachers had formally requested, for un- 
derstandable reasons, that no appeal to 
go to the front should be made, yet 
perhaps that meeting was the most full 
of “potential” that ever the missioner 
addressed (and very many raised their 
hands when he asked to give this sign.) 


Alongside this great gathering of 
youth must be placed as of quite crucial 
importance Billy Graham’s marvellous 
encounter with a packed student audi- 
ence in the McEwan Hall of Edinburgh 
University. He held two thousand pro- 
fessors, lecturers and students spell- 
bound from his first sentence. As the 
learned principal said afterwards to the 
chairman of the Edinburgh Executive, 
“I don’t see how anyone can pick a flaw 
in that”—and he meant both the mes- 
sage and the messenger. It is as the min- 
ister of Glasgow (Presbyterian) Cathe- 
dral said at the opening meeting: God 
had brought together the Man and the 
Message and the Moment. 


The Scottish churches now have their 
unparalleled opportunity. “Follow-up” 
is their grand responsibility, and here 
one must lovingly and earnestly plead 
for a great band of understanding and 
fervent intercessors. Scotland has never 
been so near to the United States in af- 
fectionate intimacy as during the six 
weeks of the Kelvin Hall Crusade. You 
have sent us the best of possible .ambas- 
sadors, men with music in their souls and 
the sunlight of a deep compassion for 
men filling their hearts. “Compassion” 
is the quality that many journalists dis- 
cerned in this vibrant, dynamic preach- 
er. He made the love of Christ real even 
though the love of Christ was hardly 
the overt theme of his preaching. The 
love of God had subdued and quickened 
all his being, so it became the crowning 
reality for his hearers. Learned and or- 
dinary men and women, successful busi- 
ness men and ordinary folk alike have 
felt a mighty awakening. There will be 
a great outflow of missionaries in the 
years ahead as surely as that result was 
seen after Moody and Sankey had been 
here. And Scotland voices gratitude to 
God for the clean, upstanding, humble, 
radiant, fearless men you sent us from 
America. END 





HOW PURSUIT BECOMES 
(Continued from page 9) 


ity . . . There is a purpose in it all. I 
feel as though the dirt had all at once 
been washed away from my eyes, my 
mind, my heart, my body, my courage, 
and my joy in life . . . I thank Thee, 
Divine I, that before my death and 
after thirty years of seeking I have per- 
ceived Thee with my understanding and 
that I may now live unto Thee with 
wonder. Man! Dauthendey! Be joyful!” 
Hence when a man really meets God, he 
can indeed be happy even although like 
Max Dauthendey he is going through 
agonizing troubles. 

Consider also the experience of 
Blaise Pascal, that towering French gen- 
ius, who decisively came face to face 
with God in 1654. And who was Blaise 
Pascal? A mathematical wizard, he pro- 
duced a famous “Essay on Conic Sec- 
tions” when he was barely sixteen, es- 
tablished the fact of a vacuum in nature, 
and invented the first calculating ma- 
chine. But that mathematical wizard 
was concerned about a vacuum different 
in kind from the kind which he had 
discovered in nature. He was concerned 
about the vacuum in man’s life when 
there is no faith in God and no fellow- 
ship with Him. So one November night, 
as he like Dauthendey was reading the 
Bible, Pascal had an indescribable ex- 
perience. Perhaps the indescribable can 
be most adequately described in this 
simple way: Pascal met God. He im- 
mediately drafted an impressionist rec- 
ord of that encounter which was not 
found until after his death. Here are 
some fragments from that electrifying 
report: “God of Abraham, God of Isaac, 
God of Jacob, not of the philosophers 
and scholars . . . Certitude. Certitude. 
Feeling. Joy. Peace. God of Jesus Christ 
. . « Joy, joy, joy, tears of joy.” Bear in 
mind that these are not the words of 
some dull-witted imbecile or even some 
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person of quite normal intelligence. 
These are the words, and this was the 
experience, of a many-sided genius, a 
creative mathematician, a razor-sharp 
thinker of extraordinary range and 
power, a brilliant stylist whose writings 
significantly influenced the development 
of the French language. When Pascal 
encountered God, he entered into a 
happiness that was really out of this 
world, a happiness compounded of 
peace and certitude, a happiness which 
transformed his life. 

Consider, further, the experience of 
George Romanes. He was a noted Brit- 
ish biologist, whose books, like Darwin 
and after Darwin, won for him a con- 
spicuous place in nineteenth century 
science. Early in life he abandoned his 
faith in Christianity. Indeed, he issued 
a devastating criticism of belief in God 
called A Candid Examination of The- 
ism. Yet he could not rest in that con- 
clusion. It was intellectually and emo- 
tionally unsatisfactory. Thus as the 
years passed and as both his knowledge 
and understanding increased, Romanes 
became convinced that he had been 
wrong. And, accordingly, he embraced 
Christianity again. His reasons for so 
doing are set forth in a weighty little 
book which bears the name Thoughts 
on Religion. In the course of his per- 
suasive argument, as he puts the empti- 
ness of unbelief over against the joy of 
faith, Romanes writes: “Consider the 
happiness of religious, and chiefly of the 
highest religious, i.e., Christian belief. 
It is a matter of fact that, besides being 
most intense, it is most enduring, grow- 
ing, and never stdled by. custom. In 
short, according to the universal testi- 
mony of those who have it, it differs 
from all other happiness not only in de- 
gree but in kind. Those who have it 
can usually testify to what they used to 
be without it. It has no relation to in- 
tellectual status. It is a thing by itself 
and supreme.” That, then, is what a 
vital experience with God can do. It 
can give a happiness which is altogether 
unique, a happiness which never loses 
its edge, a happiness which changes life 
radically and permanently. 

This, consequently, is the gist of the 
matter: the pursuit of happiness be- 
comes the possession of happiness not 
through psychological readjustment, es- 
sential as psychological readjustment 
may be in its own place. The pursuit 
of happiness becomes the possession of 
happiness only through a spiritual re- 
orientation, a reorientation which is 
mediated by the Bible, a reorientation 
which has as its dynamic a self-com- 
mitting faith in Jesus Christ. In Java, 
in France, in England, anywhere and 
any time, when a man meets God 
through faith in Jesus Christ, his pur- 
suit becomes at long last the possession 
of abiding happiness. END 
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PROCLAIM LIBERTY 
(Continued from page 5) 


To be sure, during the times of the 
Revolution, the signing of the Declara- 
tion of Independence, and the forming 
of the Constitution, not all the men 
concerned with these things were Chris- 
tians in the Biblical sense of that term. 
However, Jew, Catholic, and Protestant 
held in high esteem the Word of God. 
Many in high places were men of strong 
Christian faith. Ministers from their 
pulpits declared the unsearchable riches 
of Christ. In many hearts there was 
gratitude to God for the liberty which 
had been proclaimed throughout the 
land. 


A New Outlook 


But now times have changed. As a 
nation we are at low ebb. Science is a 
new god of many. Brotherhood’ and a 
Christless peace our new: gospel. “Any 
thing goes” is our new spirit. Liberty 
and freedom are pleasant words which 
mean “let me do what I want to.” And 
in this delinquent age when we are fast 
throwing to the winds our Christian 
heritage, many of the clergy themselves 
share in the tragic trend. Roman Cath- 
lolicism gives us St. Bingo with its 
gambling spirit making money at any 
moral cost, forgetting the great saints 
of the church who inspired so many to 
self-sacrifice and devotion to the true 
Head of the Church—Jesus Christ, our 
Lord. Judaism, throwing aside its great 
religious heritage grounded in the Old 
Testament, which carried through the 
centuries an oppressed people to a land 
filled with promise, turns to strange 
Gods, barren of spirituality, arid with 
with radicalism and philosophies which 
lead to restlessness and bitterness. Worst 
of all Protestantism, which. for so long 
held the torch of the gospel from the 
times of the Puritans down to the turn 
of the century has turned the light of 
truth down, from a flaming fire which 
inspired millions in darkness by its light, 
to a guttering flicker, the weakness of 
which causes the masses of men to de- 
ride the unbelief of those who should 
be declaring “Thus saith the Lord.” 
Many still go to church to be gentle- 
men; few go to church to be saved. 


The Year of Jubilee 


The setting of the inscription on the 
Liberty Bell may give us a cue as to the 
spiritual dearth in our land today. The 
twenty-fifth chapter of Leviticus deals 
with the law of the land of Israel. The 
year of jubilee, occurring every fiftieth 
year, was to be a time of restitution and 
of a beginning again. Under given con- 
ditions slaves were to be set free, mort- 
gages redeemed, a redistribution of 
wealth made, and just economic arrange- 


. 











CHURCH BULLETINS 

E ive _ church 
should uke Winters’ De Luxe 
Bulletin Board. ef- 
fective, and . Over 
7,000 IN USE increase attend- 
ance, interest collections. 
Write today for Illus. Catalog 
SI, H. -E. Winters Specialty 
Company, Davenport, Iowa. 

















NEGRO PREACHERS 


— and welcome sound Bible training. 
is making a mighty im on N 
= Geis Care eee =. 
Wi u ask some prayer group to remem- 
Pema & prayer group 
CARVER BIBLE INSTITUTE, Inc. 
Box 3, Station A Atlanta, Georgia 
Talmage Payne, Director 








for FILMS 





aud THE MOST COMPLETE 

free | USTING OF 

illustrated | CHRISTIAN FILMS 
film catalog | \N THE WORLD! 


‘ 
Tel. Ogontz 5211 


FES 

CHRISTIAN YOUTH 
te) CINEMA, INC. 
Terao 





2128 JENKINTOWN ROAD 
wm GLENSIDE « PENNSYLVANIA 











IN THE 
Wheaton College 


ANNUITY 
PLAN 


YOUR MONEY WORKS FOR YOU 
AND YOURS 


providing a safe, generous income not 
only for your lifetime, but also that of 
your survivor. The Wheaton Plan, in 
effect for more than 50 years, has never 
missed a single payment to an annuitant 
in spite of periodic adverse world con- 
ditions. . 

YOUR MONEY WORKS FOR CHRIST 
AND HIS KINGDOM 


satisfaction of shar- 










iving you the deep 

sig in the training of hundreds of work- 
ers and leaders for varied phases of 
Christian service in a day when they are 
desperately needed. 





Write for Free Booklet Today 
WHEATON COLLEGE 
Wheaton, Illinois Dept. E-75 


Please send me a copy of Pleasant 
Tomorrows, booklet explaining Wheaton An- 
nuity Plan in detail. 


Name. Aze. 








Address 























Dear Friend of Israel: 


As we write this Ad, we have beside 
us the list of applications for the Scott 
Mission Fresh Air Home at Hills- 
burgh. As the list grows and grows, 
so grows our anxiety; for it is not al- 
together a matter of how many Jew- 
ish children ‘shall have a health-giving 
holiday in the country, but how many 
Jewish children shall have another 
chance, or a first and perhaps last 
chance at salvation through our Lord 
Jesus Christ. We are neither exagger- 
ating nor boasting when we claim 
that many of the children and their 
mothers who spend their vacation 
with us are indeed hearing the Gospel 
for the first time, and are indeed not 
likely to have the same happy experi- 
ence elsewhere. 


As we run our pencil down the list 
of names, let us tell you about some 
of these children, and ask you if you 
think it is worthwhile taking them to 
Camp: 


The first two names we must con- 
sider together, for they are sisters, and 
inseparable. As is the case in so many 
of our families, these little girls are 
the product of a “mixed” marriage— 
their mother is a European Catholic, 
and their father a European Jew. Last 
year was their first Summer in Can- 
ada, and we do praise the Lord for 
the opportunity He gave us of wel- 
coming them to our Camp where the 
mother, for the first time in her life 
read a Bible in her own language, 
and where the whole family heard for 
the first time the message of salvation. 
They have come faithfully to our 
Sunday School all Winter, and 
brought with them their uncle and 
aunt and little Gentile cousins. Both 
the little girls have accepted the 
Lord Jesus as Saviour and Messiah. 
Is it worthwhile taking them again? 


SCOTT MISSION 
CAMP EVANGELISM 


Our pencil moves on, and now we 
find a group of six names—4 little 
boys and 2 little girls, who ought not 
to be separated. They come from a 
very poor home, and often during 
the cold months we have had to pro- 
vide nourishing food for the children. 
It is this ministry of love which has 
moved the father’s mind and heart 
in our favour, so that at long last he 
has given his permission for them to 
come to Camp. Is it worthwhile to 
take these six also, do you think? 


Our pencil stops at another pair of 
names, a brother and sister who ar- 
rived from behind the Iron Curtain 
just last Winter. They had been sep- 
arated from their father and mother 
for 4 years, and now that they are re- 
united there is confusion mixed with 
their affection for their parents; for 
while the false teaching they received 
in that enslaved part of Europe has 
not actually taken root, it has thrown 
a shadow of doubt across their little 
hearts. Their father came to us, act- 
ually pleading that we would be- 
friend his little ones; “I don’t want 
my children to be Communists”, he 
said, “I want them to be Christians.” 
Shall we take these little “new Can- 
adians?” Is it worthwhile? 


Your prayerful support will help 
us in this Christian ministry of love 
and personal evangelism among Jew- 
ish mothers and children. Please make 
checks payable to the Scott Mission 
Inc. Cash contributions should be 
sent by registered mail. Thank you 
and the Lord bless you. 


THE SCOTT MISSION INC. 


Rev. M. Zeidman, Director, 
502 Spadina Ave., 
‘Toronto 4, Canada 
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ments made among all the people. It is 
significant to note that this year of Ju- 
bilee was to begin on the great religious 
day of the Jews— the Day of Atonement. 
This was a great Holy Day commemorat- 
ing God’s goodness to Israel. We read: 
And thou shalt number seven sabbaths 
of years unto thee, seven times seven 
years; and there shall be unto thee the 
days of seven sabbaths of years, even 
forty and nine years. Then shalt thou 
send abroad the loud trumpet on the 
tenth day of the seventh month; in the 
day of atonement shall ye send abroad 
the trumpet through all your land (Lev. 
25:8, 9). 

It was on the Day of Atonement that 
God dealt with Israel’s sins, covering 
them with the appointed lamb, looking 
forward to the Lamb which would come 
to take away their sins. This Lamb 
which was to come was His Son—the 
Lord Jesus Christ, the Saviour of the 
World. Thus the spirit of the year of 
jubilee was to be governed by their 
appreciation of what the atonement did 
for them—keeping them from the rigors 
of a divine law, reminding them of the 
mercies of God on their behalf. Thus as 
God was merciful to them, they might be 
inspired so to be to one another. 


Spiritual Blessing 

This Old Testament account of God’s 
dealings with His people illustrates a 
wonderful truth. All material, social and 
physical blessings are closely related to 
spiritual blessings. In the measure that 
men know the Lord Jesus Christ as 
Saviour, in the measure that they know 
the blessings of salvation, in that meas- 
ure do they have a true appreciation of 
liberty and freedom. In the measure 
that we are captives of God, in that meas- 
ure are we truly free. We can never be 
truly kind to men until we realize how 
God has been kind to us. We can never 
truly die for one another until we rea- 
lize that Jesus has died for us. We can 
never proclaim a jubilee until we have 
experienced an atonement, a remission 
for sins. 

We must see ourselves not merely as 
men but as fallen children of God in 
need of redemption, atonement. We 
must come with a lamb—the Lamb of 
God, the Lord Jesus Christ as our sacri- 
fice for sin. When we realize that we are 
to live for Him, to work for Him, to 
play for Him, to think of Him in all 
our relationships, then we shall be in 
the position to “proclaim liberty 
through the land.” END 
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